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Student Opportunities 
 
ACT - Upcoming Test Dates 
Please share with system leaders, counselors, teachers, and students. 
  
Below is the list of upcoming National ACT test dates and the registration deadlines. 
  

Test Date Registration  Deadline Late Registration Scores Released 

October 17 September 11 September 29 October 27 

December 12 November 6 November 29 December 22 

February 27 January 22 February 9 March 16 

April 10 March 5 March 23 April 20 

June 12 May 7 May 25 June 22 

July 10 June 4 June 22 July 20 

  
Please contact mia.edwards@act.org with questions.  
   

 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/test-dates.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html


 

Safe and Healthy Schools 
 
Safe and Healthy Schools  
Please share with school counselors, social workers, school nurses, coordinators, and teachers. 
 
The Safe and Healthy Schools Community of Practice Call will be held on October 22 at 2 p.m. The 
Community of Practice call is held on the fourth Thursday of each quarter. The focus for the 
2026–2027 school year is Creating a Healthy School Environment. 
 
Upcoming discussions will highlight: 
 

●​ The Alliance for a Healthier Generation’s Six-Step Process 
●​ Building and sustaining School Health Advisory Councils (SHACs) 
●​ The Coordinated School Health Initiative 
●​ Strategies, resources, and best practices to support healthy school environments 

 
Community of Practice Call  
Phone Dial-In: 1-470-250-9358 ​
Meeting ID: 932 3697 2279 
Passcode: 444328  
 
Please contact healthyschools@la.gov with questions. 
 
Occupational and Physical Therapists Annual Summit 
Please share with school counselors, social workers, school nurses, coordinators, and teachers. 
 
The Annual Lead Occupational and Physical Therapist (OTPT) Summit will focus on collaboration 
among Lead OT/PTs. Sessions include discussions on Bulletin 1508 revisions, Medicaid claiming, 
multi-tiered systems of support, transportation safety, and school-based health services and 
practices. CEUs are pending. 
 

●​ When: October 29th; 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
●​ Where: Calcasieu parish Board Room, 600 S. Shattuck Street, Lake Charles, LA 
●​ Cost: Free 
●​ Registration: https://forms.office.com/r/RM6z0kn27L?origin=lprLink  

 
Please contact debra.harville@cpsb.org  with questions. 
 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ldoe.zoom.us/j/96110034221__;!!CCC_mTA!_roR8a7SFIvZAEVszHKbT2UPi2fTTMf6t73ksY8F_1NEHkkHfs80AAiWmfIpevEUBcvcMqUlYA1i0IFIdRtoIw$
mailto:healthyschools@la.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FRM6z0kn27L%3Forigin%3DlprLink&data=05%7C02%7Clevillia.moore%40la.gov%7C8e7b56b25b6e44f734e808ded864bb7b%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639186125461810178%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=arD8WoCKNM7f5adLM5xJ3l%2F2LDB5LCvRxviBkRk6scs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:debra.harville@cpsb.org


 

Fast Forward 
Individual Graduation Plans Update 
Please share with administrators and school counselors.  
 
The Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) document has been updated to reflect Act 144 requirements.  
The plan now includes sections for middle school career activities and career interest inventories.   
 
Additional documentation as required by Act 144 will be available in May 2027.   
 
Please contact candace.joseph@la.gov with questions.  
 
Career Coaches and Career Coach Vendors 
Please share with CTE supervisors, administrators and school counselors.  
 
As a result of Act 413 (2026), the LDOE will provide a list of Career Coach Vendors that school 
systems may utilize starting January 2027 on the Professional Learning Partner Guide.   
 
The release date is October 1 for vendors to apply on the LDOE Request for Applications (RFA) 
platform.   
 
Please contact candace.joseph@la.gov with questions. 
 
Become an AP Reader 
Please share with teachers, school counselors, and testing coordinators. 
 
AP Reading is an annual event where AP teachers and college faculty score millions of responses 
from AP Exams. As a reader, you gain an in-depth understanding of the AP Exam so you can better 
assess your own students’ work. If you are interested in applying for this professional learning 
opportunity, applications are currently being accepted.     
 
Please contact fhorge@collegeboard.org with questions.  
 
AP Registration and Ordering Setup 
Please share with school leaders, AP coordinators, and school counselors.  
 
Access codes for the AP Registration and Ordering were disbursed on August 3. This access code is 
unique to your school and is updated each school year. Codes are active between August 3, 2026 and 
July 31, 2027. AP coordinators should review and accept the AP Exam Ordering and Administration 
during setup, as there is no longer a separate AP Participation Form.   
 
Please contact fhordge@collegeboard.org with questions.  
 

 

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/individual-graduation-plan-igp.pdf?sfvrsn=42068c1f_2
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1475117
mailto:candace.joseph@la.gov
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1478359
https://ldoe.canopyed.com/guide
https://ldoe.canopyed.com/SuperRFA
mailto:candace.joseph@la.gov
https://apply.raise.team/
mailto:fhorge@collegeboard.org
mailto:candace.joseph@la.gov


 
2027 AP Exam Start Time Changes and Exam Schedule 
Please share with school leaders, AP coordinators, and school counselors.  
 
Beginning with the 2027 AP Exam administration, start times for AP Exams administered in some 
locations have changed to prevent the disclosure of secure exam content across time zones. For 
most schools, including all schools in the lower 48 states, Hawaii, and Washington, D.C., exams still 
begin at 8 a.m. and noon local time.  
 
What is changing? 
 

●​ Exams will begin at start times based on specific time zones.  
●​ AP Exams are offered as Session 1 and Session 2, replacing the former morning and 

afternoon designations. 
 

The 2027 AP Exams will be administered May 3-14 for the regularly scheduled exam administration 
and May 17-21 for the late-testing exam administration.   
 
Learn more about the AP Exam Start Times and scheduling on AP Central.   
 
Please contact fhordge@collegeboard.org with questions.  
 
AP Exam Orders 
Please share with school leaders, AP coordinators, and school counselors.  
 
The following deadlines apply to all AP Exams and all schools:   
 

●​ October 2: Preferred Ordering Deadline 
●​ November 13: Final Ordering Deadline (Full year and fall semester AP courses and exam 

sections). Exams submitted after this date will incur an additional $40 late fee.   
●​ March 12, 2027:  Spring course orders and fall order changes deadline. 

 
Order updates should be managed in AP Registration and Ordering.    
 
Please contact fhordge@collegeboard.org with questions.  
 
AP Resources for Counselors 
Please share with administrators, counselors, and testing coordinators.  
​
The College Board offers free counselor resources needed to support and advise students on their 
journey to college and career. Resources include assistance with preparing specialized students, 
advising, reference guides, handouts, and counselor toolkits.   
 
Please contact fhordge@collegeboard.org with questions. 
 

 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-administration-ordering-scores/exam-dates/start-times?SFMC_cid=EM1618492-
mailto:candace.joseph@la.gov
mailto:candace.joseph@la.gov
https://counselors.collegeboard.org/counseling
https://counselors.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/Quick%20Reference%20Guide%202025-2026%20ADA_0.pdf
https://counselors.collegeboard.org/toolkits-for-counselors
mailto:candace.joseph@la.gov


 
K-8 Career Awareness and Exploration  
Please share with administrators, school counselors, and CTE supervisors.  
 
Act 144 (2026) requires that each school year, at least six activities shall be conducted at each grade 
level in grades six through eight to expose students to career and technical academic fields of study. 
The activities shall align with the high-demand sectors by region and state as provided annually by 
Louisiana Works.   
 

●​ Each school year, at least three of the six activities for each grade level shall meet one of the 
following criteria: 

○​ An activity that provides direct interaction with an employer. 
○​ An activity that involves career pathway instruction linked to high school course 

options. 
○​ An activity that provides a work-based learning exposure. 
○​ A career interest inventory. 

●​ At least one career awareness and exploration activity shall be documented for each school 
year in each student’s Individual Graduation Plan (IGP), and career interest inventories 
should be completed in grade six and updated in seventh and eighth grades.   

 
Each school with grades K-5 shall provide students with at least one career awareness experience or 
activity each school year that meets at least one of the criteria listed above. Each school board shall 
certify compliance to LDOE and maintain auditable records annually for each school and grade 
level’s activities. A form will be disseminated in May 2027 for compliance purposes.   
 
Please contact candace.joseph@la.gov with questions.  
 

Professional Opportunities 
 
Fall 2026 Counselor Institute Sessions 
Please share with school counselors, administrators, and CTE supervisors.  
 
Registration for the Fall 2026 Counselor Institute sessions is available through Eventbrite. This fall, 
sessions will focus on legislative updates and requirements that affect students in grades K-12.   
 
Session dates, locations, and registration links are below: 
 
October 8- Rapides Parish Gladys Higdon Instructional Resource Center (waitlist) 
October 13-  Bossier Parish Bossier Instructional Center 
October 23- East Baton Rouge Parish Claiborne Building (waitlist) 
October 30- Jefferson Parish (Jefferson Parish Board Room) 
 
Please contact candace.joseph@la.gov with questions.   
 

 

https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1475117
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.laworks.net%2FLaborMarketInfo%2FLMI_TopJobs.asp&data=05%7C02%7CErnise.Singleton%40LA.GOV%7C89fdc6ee5cf54c03ecfc08dee8f6eb68%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639204344354893970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gjL77kbPIfbgfsxW84OYaAZSck3YOV1clIgdYhKmDyw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.laworks.net%2FLaborMarketInfo%2FLMI_TopJobs.asp&data=05%7C02%7CErnise.Singleton%40LA.GOV%7C89fdc6ee5cf54c03ecfc08dee8f6eb68%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639204344354893970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gjL77kbPIfbgfsxW84OYaAZSck3YOV1clIgdYhKmDyw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:candace.joseph@la.gov
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1998428663930?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1998430780260?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1998431883560?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1998432857473?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:candace.joseph@la.gov


 
LOSFA’s Professional School Counselor Webinars 
Please share with school counselors.  
 
LOSFA will host its annual Fall Professional School Counselor webinars on October 13 and October 
14. Please only register for one session. Please click the links below to register.    
 
October 13, 2026 at 1 p.m.  
October 14, 2026 at 10 a.m.  
 
Please contact losfa.scheduling@la.gov with questions.  
 
6th Annual Life After High School Convening 
Please share with school counselors.  
 
Registration is now available for the 6th Annual Life After High School Convening. This free event is 
for school counselors, but registration is required by October 29. This year’s event will provide 
training in motivational interviewing specifically for school counselors. CEUs will be provided.  
 

●​ When: November 3, 2026, 9 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
●​ Where: Lavin-Bernick Center at Tulane University 
●​ Cost: Free 

 
Please contact mwashington1@tulane.edu or emoran4@tulane.edu with questions.  
 
Military Child of the Year® Awards 
Please share with teachers, school counselors, and administrators. 
 
Operation Homefront is now accepting nominations for the 19th annual Military Child of the Year® 
Awards, recognizing outstanding military children ages 13–18. Seven recipients—one from each 
service branch—will receive a $10,000 cash award, a laptop, and an all-expenses-paid, three-day trip 
to Washington, D.C., for themselves and their families. 
 
Nominations are open to children of Active Duty, Reserve, National Guard, Gold Star, and retired 
military families. Anyone can submit a nomination; no account creation or fee is required. 
 
Please contact danielle.campbell@operationhomefront.org with questions. 
 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjj45oo6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TpJwG8ZJUWXO7PKwDkHqC3a9-0VKyQJ1tEyoDoaZpqrVlBm4sB7Uk9ItpozWcLnzVKPQEuM6ghKHGOKBCON4NjHAaVtA-0or-oOKMFbqWzgIl52JOVZIrwIFjT_obODglN5aeMfTxhbJDxRepnBqxLvt0VQnaXSebZU-ECfr5gnfhcwytjoDftSS2L-LbgB7MP2u7UTh6zKqXWt04oZRkQ%3D%3D%26c%3DcoZggXgIhindZZBRDfQM5Z69ACfw2WZVoHwXqHzp0hVw951u5tLvjA%3D%3D%26ch%3Dj2ZtxfJ0n-FoPUrOlh9PAS95fumMmoyWT1WL311lLdIaOsV2TSfimw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccandace.joseph%40la.gov%7Cbc18ee1216694662c05508df18d47919%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639256972984738778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fcLavgCGtNDlNhukJ%2FEsyYEFblkcRhuAA0qmzp0CWpw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjj45oo6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TpJwG8ZJUWXO7PKwDkHqC3a9-0VKyQJ1tEyoDoaZpqrVlBm4sB7Uk9ItpozWcLnzc6ifASOvhD85ZnZ9qGO_AI_ubrJ12r99Dr_uilvjQosJDrYdKpD5nEQu3cI_WBbBAJvo8AwmRiSBFRZ-8vGqVfEC-R4O3PFYzM2nZJ5QpUTjx4Q7Vl6T-UNXw2lQ9K7ULBlB6MghPzvCc0OQfZGt1A%3D%3D%26c%3DcoZggXgIhindZZBRDfQM5Z69ACfw2WZVoHwXqHzp0hVw951u5tLvjA%3D%3D%26ch%3Dj2ZtxfJ0n-FoPUrOlh9PAS95fumMmoyWT1WL311lLdIaOsV2TSfimw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccandace.joseph%40la.gov%7Cbc18ee1216694662c05508df18d47919%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639256972984782970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n3nWHIOtKF2CtQ8CR%2FFpRCJ6yPU0Oi7eqHRXjmMua1I%3D&reserved=0
mailto:losfa.scheduling@la.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoweninstitute.org%2Flahs-events%2F2026%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccandace.joseph%40la.gov%7Cc34ee273be4b48bf764c08df182226e6%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639256207131140076%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jX%2BIzWSg3elxTZNLdf9%2Bol1GvZYhKjTbcED3xC%2FHMAk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mwashington1@tulane.edu
mailto:emoran4@tulane.edu
mailto:Danielle.Campbell@OperationHomefront.org


 

Resources 
 
Free ACT Resources for Counselors 
Please share with administrators, counselors, and testing coordinators.  
 
ACT is offering free ACT practice materials for counselors to help counselors access the most useful 
materials. Share these materials with students to support test prep, including practice tests and test 
guides. ACT also provided downloadable 2026-2027 posters for test dates and a counselor calendar. 
 
Please contact mia.edwards@act.org with questions. 
 
ACT Workforce Website 
Please share with CTE supervisors, school counselors, teachers, and administrators.  
 
The ACT Workforce website has resources for CTE, K-12, and Adult educators. The content focuses 
on challenges, including career readiness assessment, skills certification, and community 
approaches to building talent pipelines.  Content can be viewed based on your role working with  
CTE, Adult Education, or K-12.   
 
Please contact mia.edwards@act.org with questions.  
Labor Market Briefings 
Please share with administrators, career counselors, counselors, and teachers. 
 
LA Works has begun to provide monthly Labor Market Briefings to explore labor market trends, 
explain helpful resources, and answer questions from session participants.  
 
Meetings will be held the 2nd Wednesday of every month at noon through Microsoft Teams.  
 
Please contact LMI@la.gov for more information. 
 
Lela College Planning 
Please share with teachers, school counselors, and administrators.  
 
Lela's publications for high school seniors have been published and posted at Planning for College - 
Louisiana Education Loan Authority. Please share with your senior families. 
 
Please contact info@lela.org with questions.  
 

 

https://counselorblog.act.org/blog/new-free-act-practice-materials-for-counselors?utm_campaign=K12%20%7C%20Counselor%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--FA4XWqmtj_4fQ74533T6jID1DiuQEPG8NLHDQkfz8BUzFi1mQflOfSk21HLrEsXkhhujo4zAoPZvssz_LA3V9z-TJJw&_hsmi=354570649&utm_content=354570649&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-National-Test-Dates-Poster.pdf?hsCtaAttrib=215937850032
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-Counselor-Calendar-Poster.pdf?hsCtaAttrib=215937908362
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjj45oo6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TpJwG8ZJUWXO7PKwDkHqC3a9-0VKyQJ1tEyoDoaZpqrVlBm4sB7Uk9ItpozWcLnzBeDXUNTNycJbG9SyCRmSfMHhYiurrgU1iS8KPub5whY1my5dBjfVnntabK6Alo7-hUKIESLb0G3uHl95jvotplWVTby5tls3ybLchm7BPWGRADO0EPQTh30iCl5sbj3a7D61M-8loXY%3D%26c%3DcoZggXgIhindZZBRDfQM5Z69ACfw2WZVoHwXqHzp0hVw951u5tLvjA%3D%3D%26ch%3Dj2ZtxfJ0n-FoPUrOlh9PAS95fumMmoyWT1WL311lLdIaOsV2TSfimw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccandace.joseph%40la.gov%7Cbc18ee1216694662c05508df18d47919%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639256972984861910%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ogyv%2Fu2swWXOzn0rb5OToc34kXuGsDTBo4ADypG9OxQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjj45oo6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TpJwG8ZJUWXO7PKwDkHqC3a9-0VKyQJ1tEyoDoaZpqrVlBm4sB7Uk9ItpozWcLnzIo2tIDqXOx0D81OTckqmpr8ED4NjbmNYKj_GnWrDUJ3USGOAdKDOy6RUcajyJJoslhL946qagIRBg7ucCyQSYVJINiMUxNhlrY61PBDyoseGMso5nG_Ad7hrfTAkVDtk0GzrU9M9BWelfnpIp2GC_V6IenwVDrDz-Sov6SDK_Qow9_TXOT_iUeWRPHxGYUd7o2G2FD_uJO-_hbtdRk8eMu7cwBipVUFd3pp4Htasqc5UZsbECOllq62VAGkxVSF7ZF_tkwXl6XJV7nnXwD9ShfHYMR6uqD-YnyxAK_7tZydcCPg--v6w22PaSCY_zAY6rHhCuhrXbcIv8jAlIoYuYkpl7JEYYUxEyhke2eO9oWt3--qVsMv8nemtm_sBebgvX4UPmqK3feaAhyWwZTTTotZQD0hPYuu7KSxqiS52SgIjLd_lXF3vXLhln4jLmra6cSBUhYHWbf_8AiBiq0n_Cvti4NR41Cz4GPVbvoKq_W-e1ju8y5J-Bb7OkMTj3VFysFkqLzVJ3cswDV-WqWClf0A7hq-h-0Zv%26c%3DcoZggXgIhindZZBRDfQM5Z69ACfw2WZVoHwXqHzp0hVw951u5tLvjA%3D%3D%26ch%3Dj2ZtxfJ0n-FoPUrOlh9PAS95fumMmoyWT1WL311lLdIaOsV2TSfimw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccandace.joseph%40la.gov%7Cbc18ee1216694662c05508df18d47919%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639256972984881925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YoX1iFugQWBLijI%2BXmkXWuo70bIe6rrLVTXlWNXq4u8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjj45oo6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TpJwG8ZJUWXO7PKwDkHqC3a9-0VKyQJ1tEyoDoaZpqrVlBm4sB7Uk9ItpozWcLnzZBGetdj3b-attJe4zwIKjR_UiJ6br-0DfIbl0Y1phEFuBFC2DX6xtZr7rvCwc-USltDnxJS7TlPqNl_Zh4nvZLBQXEQQUmU_42K9f60nYeT9brm7anKHY2qbbYblbBD5Kk5Y0HQDFwirD4t-045tGStZSQbbwVWurMD-_5W_fOTFgeAJ0YFo7r5H7fKiy7fgKoS6WxpcqB32wC5kuPsrFCOezfR-FSBpczajf57BpIk3KTBSkC9vDbHFjGI-iW-pXfMxy6iBB9RgwE4wFF_jmpNMdeAIUSDJ0AZBIQO5rFUFvtYVaoc_TX_LXxnfmdVLWWQHDEuIGLazDlZEC0Ts5WIE-dvcrNaY2DKhYbAWPxTaJanoJPHt-EwLIdI-4krw-mS3pZX6ROdijenLP6BlnB8vwZZfk3-MgK77oji7yyJintBgizeZqiEdWplz9mnNf16o26ZhR2Tl2vFykn6mB000ofj9F0ROAE-_L0HVT_30XSQngu3gpTkAVd6AWW7Cr5vh1Os1-512ytTYvKUO_Jwpj_4dLdeo%26c%3DcoZggXgIhindZZBRDfQM5Z69ACfw2WZVoHwXqHzp0hVw951u5tLvjA%3D%3D%26ch%3Dj2ZtxfJ0n-FoPUrOlh9PAS95fumMmoyWT1WL311lLdIaOsV2TSfimw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ccandace.joseph%40la.gov%7Cbc18ee1216694662c05508df18d47919%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639256972984908009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BD5%2BfqWX8cbbiK5aZfKRsG9%2F%2BMemJMRP7nnmtXtXm1k%3D&reserved=0
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LOSFA Outreach Events 
Please share with administrators and counselors.  
 
The Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance provides several outreach events, seminars, and 
workshops for schools, institutions, and organizations. These events can be delivered virtually and in 
person. Access the Event Scheduling Guide for more information about LOSFA Events, or submit 
requests using the Event Request Form.   
 
Please contact losfa.scheduling@la.gov with questions.  
 
LOSFA School Counselor and Administrator Assistance 
Please share with administrators and school counselors. 
 
School Counselors and Administrators can schedule 30-minute one-on-one assistance from a LOSFA 
representative regarding LOSFA programs and college access information, including TOPS 
scholarships and Louisiana’s savings programs.   
 
Please contact losfa.scheduling@la.go with questions.  
 
 

Reminders  
Safe and Healthy Schools: School-Based Medicaid 
Please share with school counselors, social workers, school nurses, coordinators, and teachers. 
 
As school systems prepare for the 2026–2027 academic year, the Safe and Healthy Schools Division 
reminds all Charter Local Education Agencies (LEAs) of Medicaid provider enrollment requirements. 
Charter LEAs must quickly inform the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) and Gainwell 
Technologies of any changes to their name or if they transition to a new Charter Management 
Organization (CMO). Charter LEA’s that undergo a name change or transition to a new Charter 
Management Organization are required to: 
 

●​ Notify the state of Louisiana Medicaid Fiscal Intermediary/Gainwell Technology Provider 
Enrollment Unit and Louisiana Department of Health immediately 

●​ Update the Provider Enrollment Update File Form 
●​ Complete the Louisiana Medicaid Link/Unlink and Working Relationship Form 
●​ Mail forms with an original signature to Gainwell Provider Enrollment Unit 

 
Please contact sbmp@la.gov with questions. 
 
Human Trafficking Prevention Policy Toolkit 
Please share with school system leaders and principals. 
 
Act 737 (2026) requires each school, including charter schools, to designate at least one school 
counselor, mental health professional, or school administrator to complete annual advanced training 
on human trafficking.  
 

https://jj45oo6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KNf2DCMSkTxn88aOT6qwmEV5QESS7Txq1YxofVjNJDBCZaPvxBGHdSjjGqlQqrbWQ7N2aUwij2_2ciNMABFDO4KEmO5-byh-hdjRTpBNPiLSE8rm5_JdvTr-lpMJBhY2jH3Bei86xmZxI_8aNT2criJ3rwRb2XS1r6WDqxhHgegFSWWVxtrTEfbNPmBhMLkCfqjuXRqmfc7KCs5auEAGfwIo0Dhp6lll&c=4QdsDjZyJbtqwx2DVTxyBOvAjoSNjjI6GjLdB-TEEh23LVx4Er899g==&ch=8r2rjYruHlwV0wqS9jZpOdpVmLdFPDtXBt7nzFv9IBNmga05JfmZCg==
https://jj45oo6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KNf2DCMSkTxn88aOT6qwmEV5QESS7Txq1YxofVjNJDBCZaPvxBGHdeVxDsq2QRo-XWNZ0xoK6mIG8m3b_qCpUjTLoHvfFn09DGeTmOF6DCuX7hEt4eJzNWchCkQvYYMP0IYCmq5tbDPeTpVTQsSN0NVoFu7xGBE9WQkimRoMd_U=&c=4QdsDjZyJbtqwx2DVTxyBOvAjoSNjjI6GjLdB-TEEh23LVx4Er899g==&ch=8r2rjYruHlwV0wqS9jZpOdpVmLdFPDtXBt7nzFv9IBNmga05JfmZCg==
mailto:losfa.scheduling@la.gov
https://calendly.com/losfa-counselors/30min?month=2026-08
mailto:losfa.scheduling@la.go
https://www.lamedicaid.com/Provweb1/Provider_Enrollment/20070924%20File%20Update%20Form%20_3_.pdf
https://www.lamedicaid.com/Provweb1/Provider_Enrollment/Link_Unlink_Work_Relation.pdf
mailto:sbmp@la.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.la.gov%2FLegis%2FViewDocument.aspx%3Fd%3D1480462&data=05%7C02%7CStephen.Guccione%40la.gov%7C0922223b0d264663f31308def71d607f%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639219902724735211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UEerlNH2CZ2fLx1ZQhYkmeLP5qM%2FQgRfKtNf1pfJlrU%3D&reserved=0


 
School leaders should ensure the required policy is adopted, designate the appropriate employee, 
and maintain documentation of training and compliance. Leaders should use the Human Trafficking 
Prevention Policy Toolkit. Information about available training resources is available through the 
Governor’s Office of Human Trafficking Prevention and will also be posted to the LDOE website. 
  
Please contact humantrafficking@la.gov  with questions. 
 
Student Suicide Prevention Awareness Act 
Please share with the principals or designee. 
 
Act 548 (2026) requires public schools to post suicide hotline information, including the 988 Suicide 
& Crisis Lifeline, on school websites and on student identification cards to increase awareness and 
access to crisis support resources.  
​
 Schools are required to post the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline information prominently on their 
school website and include the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline information on student identification 
cards, if the school issues ID cards to students. 

 
Please contact healthyschools@la.gov with questions.  
 
Suicide Prevention Training 
Please share with school counselors, social workers, school nurses, coordinators, and teachers. 
 
R.S. 17:437.1 (Jason Flatt Act), school personnel are required to complete a one-time, one-hour 
training in suicide prevention and maintain documentation of training completion. 
 
Suicide Prevention Resources for Schools: 
 

●​ Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA):  Suicide Prevention 
Toolkit for High Schools  

●​ The Jason Foundation: Training Modules for Suicide Awareness and Prevention 
●​ Peer Initiative Resources  
●​ Teacher Resources 

 
Please contact healthyschools@la.gov with questions.  
 
Digital Devices Guidelines  
Please share with school system leaders, school administrators, and school staff.  
 
The prevalence and use of digital devices (e.g., computers, laptops, tablets, Chromebooks, smart 
devices, project screens, smartboards, and smartphones) by students and educators is an everyday 
component of the school day and our individual lives. The Louisiana Department of Health and other 
stakeholders developed the guidelines in collaboration.  
 
These guidelines provide school systems with health and safety resources based on best practices 
for effectively integrating digital devices in public schools. The resources are not exhaustive but are 

https://humantrafficking.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/School-Policy-and-Protocol-Toolkit.pdf
https://humantrafficking.la.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/School-Policy-and-Protocol-Toolkit.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/page/human-trafficking-prevention
mailto:humantrafficking@la.gov
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB392&sbi=y
mailto:healthyschools@la.gov
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/law.aspx?d=631007
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/public-school/preventing-suicide-toolkit.pdf?sfvrsn=ad879a1f_0
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/public-school/preventing-suicide-toolkit.pdf?sfvrsn=ad879a1f_0
https://jasonfoundation.com/get-involved/educator-youth-worker-coach/professional-development-series/louisiana/
https://peer-initiative.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RHsKECFvNJWeOBu_SIHU2e1ysZsGyMX9/view?usp=sharing
mailto:healthyschools@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/healthy-communities/digital-devices-guidelines-(hb548).pdf?sfvrsn=18106318_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/healthy-communities/digital-devices-guidelines-(hb548).pdf?sfvrsn=18106318_2


 
intended to provide school systems with the age-appropriate time and usage guidelines regarding 
various digital devices.  
 
Please contact healthyschools@la.gov with questions.  
 
Course Choice Reporting for Fall and Full Year  
Please share with school administrators and school counselors.   
 
The Course Choice Portal is open for reporting enrollments. The deadline for reporting Private 
Provider enrollments was September 18. The deadline for public higher education is October 23.   
 
Please contact coursechoice@la.gov with questions.  
 

Ask CoCo 
Q and A With Counselor Connect 
 
Q: How can I better assist students with connecting their interests with careers?  
 
A: School counselors are a vital part of assisting students with understanding how their  
interests connect to various career options.  Also, when school counselors understand the  
options, they are equipped to guide students more effectively.   
 
Options to help students identify and understand the links between their interests and future 
careers: 
 

●​ Interest inventories allow students to match their hobbies and values to jobs.  College Board 
offers tools like the BigFuture Career Tools where students are able to take a career quiz, 
search over 900 career profiles, and explore career clusters.   

●​ CareerOneStop Interest Assessment, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Labor, provides 
tools such as career assessments, videos, tips on resume writing and interviewing, 
certification information, etc.  

●​ Counselors and students can participate in community learning where they participate in job 
shadowing, service learning, and workplace field trips. 

●​ Staying informed about career trends in Louisiana and understanding what the high-demand, 
high-wage careers are and why it is important to understand.  

●​ College and career planning provides opportunities for students to connect with educational 
entities and industry so they can better understand training required for specific careers. 

 
 
 

 

mailto:healthyschools@la.gov
https://lacourses.net/
mailto:coursechoice@la.gov
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers
https://www.careeronestop.org/
https://www.laworks.net/WorkforcePell/WFP_Methodology.asp
https://www.laworks.net/WorkforcePell/WFP_Methodology.asp


 

Scholarship/Funding Opportunities 
 
Scholarship awards can range significantly, from modest amounts, such as $50-$500, awarded by 
local organizations to substantial sums, including full tuition, awarded by larger institutions. Smaller 
scholarships, despite their lesser amounts, can be a great way to secure funding and often have 
fewer applicants. 
 
Army ROTC Scholarship (Deadline: Varies) 
 
Too Cool to Pay for School Scholarship (Quarterly Deadlines: March, June, September, and 
December) 
 
United States Senate Youth Program (Deadline: October 9, 2026) 
 
National Rice Month Scholarship Contest (Deadline: October 15, 2026) 
 
Vincent G. June Endowed Scholarship (Deadline: November 15, 2026) 
 
Hagan Scholarship Foundation (Deadline: December 1, 2026) 
 
Thurgood Marshall College Fund (Deadline: December 1, 2026) 
 
Jimmy Rane Foundation Scholarships (Application opens: December 1, 2026) 
 
Dell Scholars Program (Application opens: December 15, 2026; Application closes: February 15, 
2027) 
 
Louisiana Title 29 Dependents’ Educational Assistance Scholarship (Deadline:  December 31, 2026) 
 
Built Ford Tough Scholarship (Deadline: January 15, 2027) 
 
Louisiana Restaurant Association Education Foundation (LRAEF) (Deadline: January 30, 2027) 
 
Brent P. Poor Memorial Scholarship (Deadline: January 31, 2027) 
 
Simon Youth Foundation Scholarships (Deadline: February 12, 2027) 
 

 

https://www.goarmy.com/careers-and-jobs/find-your-path/army-officers/rotc/scholarships
https://accessscholarships.com/1k-too-cool-to-pay-for-school/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/about/awards/student-awards
https://reelricecontest.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarships/vincent-g-june-endowed-scholarship
https://haganscholarships.org/description/
https://tmcf.org/scholarships/application-process/
https://www.jimmyranefoundation.org/scholarship-about
https://www.dellscholars.org/students/#key-dates
https://vetaffairs.la.gov/education
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarships/built-ford-tough-scholarship
https://www.lra.org/scholars/
https://www.brafscholarships.org/poor
https://syf.org/scholarships/


 

Connect With Our Office 
 
Office of Career and College Readiness Contact Information 
 

highschoolacademics@la.gov  General questions about the office and about graduation 
requirements 

coursechoice@la.gov  Questions related to Course Choice/Supplemental Course 
Allocation 

fastforward@la.gov Questions related to Fast Forward and Jump Start 

healthyschools@la.gov Questions related to school safety, school bus transportation, 
coordinated school health, school health advisory councils,  
mental and behavioral health initiatives, nursing, or 
school-based Medicaid  

ppp@la.gov   Questions related to pupil progression 

transcripts@la.gov  Questions about duplicate high school transcripts for graduates 

 

Monthly Calls 
 

Alternative Education  December 3 at 10 a.m. 

Office of Career and College Readiness  October 15 at 3 p.m.  

School Safety October 14 at 10 a.m. 

Safe and Healthy Schools  October 22 at 2 p.m.  

 
Do you or a colleague need to sign up for the Counselor Connect newsletter? Please subscribe via 
the following link. 
 
 

mailto:highschoolacademics@la.gov
mailto:coursechoice@la.gov
mailto:fastforward@la.gov
mailto:ppp@la.gov
mailto:transcripts@la.gov
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/96890437965?pwd=YH1NwOZl6tAKI14aHn5bY9YJR9Hf6T.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/91884377219?pwd=qnRbL2tgFvvgBbq7jerC4C8zEgmBNJ.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/97536109544?pwd=IZDpnRcf3NFrREZ0qAGEIduKpMree5.1
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93236972279?pwd=dn3oanbpW862PkN6e6M9o3DVvz98YF.1
https://louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
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