LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF

=-EDUCATION

Office of Teaching and Learning

Computer Science Technology Assistance Grant (CSTAG)

Purpose

The Computer Science Technical Assistance Grant (CSTAG) provides funds to support the implementation
of the Louisiana K-12 Computer Science Education Plan.

Structure and Use

Grants of up to $40,000 are available to school systems and should be used to address identified needs
within the system to support the implementation of the Louisiana K-12 Computer Science Education Plan.
Up to 60% of the grant funds may be used for substitute fees, travel expenses, teacher stipends, or other
professional learning and training costs. A maximum of 40% of the grant may be used to purchase
technology or software for student use in computer science.

Approved Training Providers

The current list of approved training providers includes:

Code.org,

the Ignite initiative,

the Energize Initiative,

Louisiana STEM Pathway course-specific training,

the approved Louisiana Industry-Based Credential Provider list, and

the College Board’s approved Advanced Placement Provider list.

Application Process

As school systems complete the annual Strategic Planning and Budgeting process through Super App,
LEAs can respond to questions under the Computer Science heading in section 6: Strong School Systems.
School systems will indicate the number of grades 6-12 certified computer science teachers and select
“yes” or “no” to the question “Is the LEA interested in applying for CSTAG funds to support the
implementation of the Louisiana K-12 Computer Science Education Plan?”

Step 1: If “yes” is selected, the LEA must complete the contact and assurances information located within
2027 LEA Central Data.
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Step 2: Once the contact and assurances are complete, “Computer Science TA Grant” will be visible under
the Available ribbon in the Competitive Grants section. LEAs will complete the “Contextual Information”
and “Program Design” sections located within the Program Detail tab. Please include a total requested
budget amount within the proposal description. This information will be used to score and award
applications. Priority points are given to applications not funded previously, LEAs with a low percentage of
computer science certified teachers, and CIR/UIR sites.
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Step 3: Submit the application for review and scoring. Awarded applications will receive funds once
approved by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) following the Super App timeline
for approval and distribution. Awarded systems will complete an amendment once award amounts are
loaded.

Please send any additional questions related to the Computer Science Technical Assistance Grants to
STEM®@la.gov.
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