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Somebody’s Child
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Homeless Subgroup Academic Performance
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Objective

● Discuss purpose and impact of engagement

● Share the council’s purpose 

● Review federal mandates

● Share framework 

● Discuss next steps
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Just Asking?

Do you have any children or have you ever had to take care of a family member or 

pet? If so share 3 words to describe that experience.



6

What is Parent and Family Engagement?
To date “parent engagement” and “parent involvement” have been used relatively interchangeably to describe the range of activities undertaken by parents 

to support their children both at home and at school.

The statute (ESSA) defines parent and family engagement as the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving 

student academic learning and other school activities, ensuring:

• That parents and families play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;

• That parents and families are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school;

• That parents and families are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision making and on advisory 

committees to assist in the education of their child; and

• That other activities are carried out that will build the capacity of all parents and families.

The term “parent engagement” signals a more active and personal level of participation in learning in the home than “parent involvement” which is often 

associated with school generated requirements – for example school trips, parent nights used to inform on student progress and social events such as fairs 

and festivals.

Focus on “learner success” as opposed to student achievement. By “learner success” we mean more than just student achievement as recorded in state 

examinations and school tests. Although important we should also be concerned with the development of character strengths, especially those attributes and 

skills associated with being an effective learner.
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Research
While estimates vary, somewhere between 75% and 85% of a child’s waking hours are spent outside the influence of 

school, several research studies show that parent engagement in the educational development of their children improves 

achievement more than any other single factor. 

Parents can help their child most by having regular and meaningful conversations with them, by setting high expectations 

and by demonstrating their own interest in and support of learning at home and at school.

The role of the parent in education has changed.  Now, parents are in most cases only involved through parent teacher 

associations (PTA) which provides the fundraisers and assistance to teachers with copies, etc. as opposed to being a partner 

to encourage learning in the home.

John Hattie’s most recent and extensive piece of research into all of the major impacts on student achievement “Visible 

Learning” ranked 138 influences that are related to learning outcomes from very positive to very negative effects. He found 

that the average effect size of all the interventions he studied was 0.40. Anything above .40 had positive impact.   He 

decided to judge the success of influences relative to his scale in order to find an answer to “What works best in 

education?”
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John Hattie’s Effect Size (2017)
list started at 138 to 150 to 195 to 252

#2 Self-reported grades (prior knowledge and background) 1.33
#9 Prior ability- prior knowledge and background 0.94
#11 Self-efficacy (beliefs and attitudes) 0.92
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21st Century Skills

A considerable amount of research shows that three aspects of character are especially useful for successful learning. These 
are:

❑self-regulation – the ability to regulate emotions and remain resilient, for example, not to be subject to temper tantrums 
and to be able to survive reasonable setbacks 

❑empathy – being able to imagine things from another person’s perspective, to understand where they are coming from
❑persistence – being able to stick at things even when they are difficult

Various studies show how the development of these aspects of character are influenced by parents.
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Parents Can Be Engaged By
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SEA and LEA Contributions

LDOE

LDOE

LDOE
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Research             Louisiana’s Reality
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Launch Statewide Initiative

Be Engaged.
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Purpose
Stabilize Maslow in order to Focus on Bloom
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Louisiana Parent and Family Engagement Council

1. Bring awareness to the importance of Parent & Family Engagement. (stabilizing the 
child’s basic needs so that they will be available to learn)

2. Provide platform that ignites engagement from the top down.  (build relationships)

3. Meaningfully engage stakeholders to gain input that drives initiatives. (trust, respect & 
value)

4. Nurture engagement that drives success. (develop character strengths associated with 
being an effective learner that will in return raise student achievement )



Federal Mandates
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What Does the Law Say?
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National Standards, Goals, and Indicators for Family-School Partnerships



Louisiana’s Plan of Action
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 Meeting with all District Parent and Family 
Engagement Liaisons at the end of March.

 Sending a statewide survey out to all parents in 
April.

1.       Are you aware of the Homeless Liaison for your school who provides McKinney-
Vento services for students experiencing homelessness? Yes or No

2. During the past 30 days, where did you or your family usually sleep?

 In the home of a friend, family member, or other persons home due to financial 
hardships?

 In a shelter or emergency housing
 In a motel or hotel
 In a car, park, campground, or other public place
 We do not have a usual place to sleep

If you answered No in Question #1 or Circled any letter in Question #2, call the Homeless 
Hotline: 844-533-4187 for HELP.

 Launch Initiative “Be Engaged.” Statewide in 
August.

Action Plan
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Introduce yourself to your parent and family 
engagement coordinator. 

Share the CCAP Referral Information with them.

Next Steps



Louisiana Department of 
Education 

Dr. Antiqua Hunter
State Homeless Coordinator

antiqua.hunter@la.gov
or

Laverne Dunn
State Homeless Consultant

laverne.dunn@la.gov
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