
Back to School Professional 
Learning:

Let’s Set the Context Videos
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Objectives

By the end of this webinar, you will be able to

● explain the purpose of setting the context;

● understand how to incorporate the “Let’s Set the Context” videos into ELA Guidebooks 3-5 
(2022) unit lessons; and

● integrate the “Let’s Set the Context” activities into instruction to support building background 
knowledge of substantive topics.
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Purpose of Setting the Context

Setting the context of substantive topics provide 
students with

● background knowledge necessary to access a 
complex text,

● information that activates prior knowledge to 
make connections while accessing complex texts, 
and 

● new ideas with visual supports to prepare to 
access a completed text. 
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Accessing Materials

The “Let’s Set the Context” videos 
are located on each unit page on the 
Louisiana Curriculum Hub.

https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/
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Correlation to Unit Lessons

The connected materials can be found attached to the recommended activity.
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Best Practices for Implementation

To plan for meeting the needs of your diverse learners

● preview each video when planning to teach the lesson;
● determine participation;
● provide each participating student with a copy of the corresponding student handout; 
● play the video, or have students access the video; and
● follow the directions on the video to complete the activity.
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Activity Structure

Every “Let’s Set the Context” activity follows 
the same structure.

• Let’s Get Started
• Content Introduction
• Let’s Practice
• Let’s Review
• Content Introduction (continued)
• Let’s Practice 
• Let’s Review
• Let’s Conclude



8

Let’s Set the Context - In Action

Grade 4 - The Whipping Boy Unit - Section 1, Lesson 1, Activity 1

https://louisianacurriculumhub.com/grade-4/d1/section-1/lesson-1/activity-1
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Student Handout
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Next Steps

● Preview the “Let’s Set the Context” videos, and integrate the activities into instruction.

○ Determine implementation method.

● Check the ELA Back to School Professional Learning Overview document regularly to 
learn when new professional learning has been added.

○ Upcoming topic

■ Accelerating ELA

○ Previous topics

■ Interactive Supports

■ ELA Guidebooks 9-12 (2020) Mentor Sentence and Vocabulary Activity 
Updates

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/professional-development/ela-back-to-school-professional-learning-series.pdf?sfvrsn=425d6018_2
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Contact ELA Guidebooks
elaguidebooks@la.gov 

mailto:elaguidebooks@la.gov

