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Presenter
Presentation Notes
2025-26 Family Application Webinar



● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise. 
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”

● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any 
connectivity issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”

● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the 
bottom of your screen.

If you require an interpreter or have other accessibility needs for 
future LDOE meetings, please contact 
LDOEcommunications@la.gov. 

Zoom Meeting Preparation

mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov


Agenda
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● Application Timeline
● Application
● Application Process
● Helpful Links
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2025-2026 Application Timeline 

STEP DATE
SCP Online Application Opens February 3, 2025

SCP Online Application Closes March 7, 2025

Deadline for Families to submit all Documentation to Schools March 14, 2025

SCP Award Notification Letters to Families April 29, 2025

SCP Summer Transfer Window Opens June 9, 2025

SCP Summer Transfer Window Closes July 18, 2025

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review Timeline
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2025-2026 Application Timeline 

2025-2026 School Choice Scholarship application opens on February 3, 2025.
1. Access the online application on the LDOE website. 

a. The link will be active February 3, 2025.  
2. All online applications must be completed by March 7, 2025.
3. New Applicants only: Submit all eligibility documents to the first choice school by 

March 14, 2025.
4. Schools have until March 21, 2025 to upload a verified demand report to the FTP.
5. 2025-2026 award notifications from the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) will 

be sent to families by April 29, 2025.

*Failure to meet these deadlines will result in the application being marked incomplete and/or 
removal of the Scholarship award.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review Timeline - Families will be able to access the application using an online link that will be published on the LDOE website.

https://form.jotform.com/250283450753152


Application
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Application
In order to be eligible for an award, students must meet the following criteria: 
● Have an exceptionality of autism, intellectual disability, brain injury, 

development delay, other health impairment, emotional disturbance, or 
specific learning disability.

● Be evaluated by the local school district and have an IEP or a district-created 
service plan. 

Families will be required to provide copies of the IEP or district-created service 
plan along with proof of residency to first choice school listed on the application.  

Continuing students must reapply in order to maintain their award for the 
upcoming school year. 
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Application

All applications must be submitted by March 7, 2025.
○ New Applicants only: Families must submit all eligibility documents to 

their first choice school by March 14, 2025.
○ Families will be required to submit copies of the IEP or district-created 

service plan along with proof of residency during the completion of the 
application.  

○ Continuing students are not required to provide eligibility documentation.
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Application Process

Applying for a School Choice Program is a two-step process. 

Step 1: Complete the online application using the LDOE website. 

Step 2: Submit the student’s IEP/district provided services plan and residency 
verification to the first choice Scholarship school.

11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review the application process



12

Application Process

The LDOE will attempt to place as many applicants as possible at their 
preferred school choice.

● Not all applying students are eligible.
● Demand for some schools and/or grades may be greater than the 

availability.
● State funding determines the final number of awards made.
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Submitting Your Application: Eligibility Check  

To begin the application process 
parents must answer questions to 
confirm the following:

a. The student has a current IEP 
or district provided service 
plan

b. The student is eligible to 
attend any Louisiana public 
school in grades K-12

c. Parents must indicate the 
student’s exceptionalities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review the first eligibility question and how to answer that question



Submitting Your Application: Eligibility Check  

If a student does not meet the eligibility criteria, families will receive 
the following message:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review student eligibility message
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Submitting Your Application: Student Information 

● Once eligibility has been 
confirmed, parents will asked to 
enter the student’s information.
○ This information includes 

name, date of birth, grade 
level,  previous participation in 
the SCP program, gender, etc.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasize the importance of correct SSN and Date of Birth. 
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Submitting Your Application: School Choices 

● Continuing students will be 
asked if they would like to 
remain at their current SCP 
School.
○ Note: New applicants will 

not see this question.
● This page of the application will 

ask parents to select their 
requested school for the 2025-
2026 school year from a 
dropdown list of participating 
schools.

● Families will be able select up to 
3 school choices.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasize the importance of correct SSN and Date of Birth. 
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Submitting Your Application: Residency

● Families will be asked to 
provide their physical address.

● This page will collect the 
parent/guardian information.

Note: Documentation must be in the parent 
and/or guardian’s name and must match the 
student’s address listed on the application.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasis on No PO Boxes
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New Applicants - Required Documentation
● New applicants to the program will be asked 

to provide the following:
○ A copy of their IEP or district created 

service plan.
○ At least one proof of residency 

document.
■ All documents must be current 

and should match with the 
student’s address listed on the 
application. 

■ The person listed on this 
document must be the 
parent/adult responsible for the 
student.

● All documentation must be submitted to 
your first choice school.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasis on No PO Boxes - Note: Current School Choice Program participants completing the application will not see this screen.
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Submitting Your Application: Additional Student Information

● Families will be asked to enter 
sibling information for each 
applicant.

● This section will ask additional 
information about the student.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasis on No PO Boxes
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Submitting Your Application: Signature Page

● At the end of the 
application, parents will 
be asked to sign the 
application. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasis on No PO Boxes
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Submitting Your Application: Confirmation
● Once the application has 

been submitted, families will 
receive a Thank You message. 

● A confirmation email will be 
sent to the email address 
provided on the application.

● This message will provide an 
overview of all the necessary 
eligibility documentation 
required for new students.

*Families should contact studentscholarships@la.gov for assistance.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasis on No PO Boxes and the message above should be receive if the application has been submitted successfully.

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
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Helpful Links
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● SCP Application Guide 2025-2026
● 2025-2026 School Choice Program Application
● SCP Family Participation Guide
● SCP School Participation Guide
● School Choice Program for Students with 

Exceptionalities webpage

https://form.jotform.com/250283450753152
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/school-choice-program-family-participation-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=59146118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/school-choice-program-school-participation-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=c0486118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/school-choice-for-students-with-disabilities
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Email questions to 
studentscholarships@la.gov.

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
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