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Introduction

Charter schools are public schools in Louisiana that are afforded with autonomy from many of
the laws and regulations that govern traditional school districts; charter school leaders have
broad authority to make decisions about curriculum, staffing, and budgets based on the students
enrolled in their schools. In exchange for this increased autonomy, charter schools agree to be
held to higher standards of accountability. Charters authorized by the Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education (BESE) are evaluated against rigorous and transparent performance
standards; the academic, financial, and organizational performance of each school is evaluated
annually and factored into charter extension/renewal determinations. Academic performance
standards become more rigorous over time, reflecting the state’s expectation that charters
continue to improve student performance.

There are six types of charter schools in Louisiana, outlined in the table below. The local school
district is the authorizing agency for Type 1, 3, and 3B charters. The Louisiana Department of
Education (LDOE) is directly responsible for the oversight of Type 2, 4, and 5 charter schools.

Charter Type Creation Authorizing Agenc Governance LR A2 D ST SR L
e ey in 2021-2022 2021-2022
Type 1 New School Local school board Non-pr.oﬁt Board of 56 27,340
Directors
Type 2 New or conversion school BESE Non-pr-oﬁt Board of 42 27,623
Directors
Type 3 Conversion school Local school board Non-pr.oﬁt Board of 15 12,695
Directors
Former Type 5 charter
school transferred from Non-profit Board of
Type 38 RSD back to local school Local school board Directors 31 20,801
system
Type 4 New or conversion school BESE Local School Board 1 380
Type 5 Recovery School District BESE Non-pr_oﬁt Board of 6 1330
school Directors
Louisiana Department of Education
doe.louisiana.gov | P.O. Box 94064 + Baton Rouge, LA + 70804-9064 Page 2 of 9



Charter School Accountability

The Charter School Performance Compact (CSPC) is an agreement between the LDOE and Type
2, 4, and 5 charter schools that defines the academic, financial, and organizational performance
standards to which all charter schools are held. The CSPC was developed as a collaborative
effort between schools and the LDOE in an effort to provide greater transparency and
accountability about charter school performance for charters, authorizing agencies, and the
public.

The Charter School Performance Compact evaluates each school’'s performance against
predetermined standards that are aligned with federal and state laws and regulations as well as
best practices for charter schools. Each year, the LDOE compiles and publishes an annual review
for each BESE-Authorized charter that quantifies the school's academic, financial, and
organizational performance. The Academic Performance Score mirrors the School Performance
Score received by all public schools in the state. Financial performance is evaluated using the
Fiscal Risk Assessment and annual audit submitted by charter schools. Organizational
performance is determined by a review of a school’s performance on indicators defined in the
CSPC related to enrollment, special populations, and compliance with law and policy.

An overview of the academic, financial, and organizational performance for all Type 2, 4, and 5
charter schools can be found in the appendix of this report. For more information regarding
charter schools, please contact charters@la.gov.
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