
Zoom Meeting Preparation

● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize 
background noise. 
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”

● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and 
prevent any connectivity issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop 

Video.”

● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function 
located on the bottom of your screen.

If you require an interpreter or have other accessibility needs for future 
LDOE meetings, please contact LDOEcommunications@la.gov. 1
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Child Welfare and Attendance Monthly Call

April 3, 2025
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● Introduction / Sign In

● Monthly Call Focus & Purpose

● Presentation:  TASC and FINS Processes and Procedures
● Guest Speakers:  Henrietta Palmisan and Lacey Shull FINS                                       

● Updates

Agenda

3Please email ernise.singleton@la.gov with questions.



Monthly Call Purpose

● Focus: TASC and FINS Processess and Procedures 

● Purpose: To cultivate a network of attendance stakeholders to discuss 
evidence-based best practices and resources to improve student 
attendance. 

Please email ernise.singleton@la.gov with questions.
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Attend Today | Achieve Tomorrow
Families In Need of Services
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TASC AND FINS

    ATTENDANCE & BEHAVIOR

HENRIETTA PALMISANO – 21ST JDC PROGRAM DIRECTOR
FINS / TASC / DRUG COURT

hpalmisano@21stjdc.org 

LACEY SHULL – 14TH JDC PROGRAM DIRECTOR
FINS / TASC / CVA / BEHAVIOR HEALTH COURT

lshull@calcasieu.gov 

mailto:hpalmisano@21stjdc.org
mailto:lshull@calcasieu.gov


WHAT IS TASC?
 
     Truancy
     Assessment and 
     Service 
     Center 

  

The Louisiana Legislature began 2 pilot

TASC programs in 1999.

PURPOSE?
-TASC provides early identification 
and assessment of truants and 
promptly delivers coordinated 
interventions to prevent continued 
unauthorized school absences.
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KINDERGARTEN-
5TH
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FINS



WHAT IS FINS?

Family

In

Need of

Services

● FINS is a legal process and not a program; 
however, FINS-AP is available to help you with 
this process.

● You are the leader of this process, which has 
two parts: the Informal Process and the 
Formal Process. Ideally, the Informal process 
will happen first and will reduce justice 
system involvement, increase community 
involvement, empower families, and hold 
accountable children and their communities.

● FINS cases have 10 specific grounds (LA. 
Ch.C. Art. 730).



Art. 730. Grounds Allegations that a family is in need of services must assert whether the 
child is currently under the supervision of any state or local entity including, but not 
limited to, the Department of Children and Family Services or the Department of Public 
Safety and Corrections, youth services, the office of juvenile justice, and assert one or 
more of the following grounds:

(1) That a child is truant or has willfully and repeatedly violated lawful school        
rules. 

(2) That a child is ungovernable. 
(3) That a child is a runaway. 
(4) That a child has repeatedly possessed or consumed intoxicating
      beverages, or that he has misrepresented or deceived his age for the
      purpose of purchasing or receiving such beverages from any person or has
      repeatedly loitered around any place where such beverages are the
      principal commodities sold or handled.
(5) That a child has committed an offense applicable only to children.

Louisiana Children’s Code Article 730 Grounds



 (6) That a child under ten years of age has committed any act which if committed by
       an adult would be a crime under any federal, state, or local law.
 (7) That a caretaker has caused, encouraged, or contributed to the child's behaviors
      enumerated in this Article or to the commission of delinquent acts as defined in
      Title VIII.
(8) That, after notice, a caretaker has willfully failed to attend a meeting with the child’s
       teacher, school principal, or other appropriate school employee to discuss the
       child's truancy, the child's repeated violation of school rules, or other serious
       educational problems of the child. 
(9) That a child has been found incompetent to proceed with a delinquency matter
      under Article 832 et seq. 
(10) Repealed by Acts 2012, No. 730, §2. 
(11) A child found to have engaged in cyberbullying. Acts 1991, No. 235, §7; Acts 1994,
        3rd Ex. Sess., No. 45, §3; Acts 1995, No. 444, §1, eff. June 17, 1995; Acts 1999, No.
        784, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1313, §2; Acts 2004, No. 485, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2005; Acts
       2010, No. 989, §1; Acts 2012, No. 660, §1; Acts 2012, No. 730, §2. 

Louisiana Children’s Code Article 730 Grounds Cont.



REFERRALS



REFERRALS



REFERRALS



REFERRALS



School Records (Attendance, Discipline, Grades, and Parent Contact Logs)

Address and phone number changes (Demographics Page)

Any pertinent information regarding the child or would be beneficial in 
knowing prior to the family being referred to additional services (504, IEP, 
diagnoses, history of self harm behavior, alleged substance abuse by youth or 
parents, DCFS involvement, etc.)

Timing of referral

Supporting Documentation & Information



SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE 
IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN



COURT 
INVOLVEMENT



Questions?
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Resources

● Attendance Action Planning Workbook
● Toolkit Slides
● Chronic Absenteeism Rate Report
● Attendance Action Plans
● Peer-learning Surveys

LDOE Child Welfare & Attendance webpage

Louisiana Attendance Planning 
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Please email ernise.singleton@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/louisiana-child-welfare-and-attendance


Updates
● March Presentation can be found on 

the LDOE Monthly Calls webpage

● April CWA Monthly Call
○   8am, April 3
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https://louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-system-planning-library/monthly-calls
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93104519183?pwd=ijMnYCLHSXOznNYTXtZ0epgGolklIS.1

