
Zoom Meeting Preparation

● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize 
background noise. 
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”

● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and 
prevent any connectivity issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop 

Video.”

● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function 
located on the bottom of your screen.

If you require an interpreter or have other accessibility needs for future 
LDOE meetings, please contact LDOEcommunications@la.gov. 1

mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov


Child Welfare and Attendance 
Monthly Call

December 5, 2024
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● Introduction / Sign In
● Share Out

○ What are you most looking forward to this holiday season?
○ Name that Tune

● Monthly Call Purpose
● Presentation

○ Susan Dupont, RN, BSN, CCHC
LA School Nurse Consultant

● Updates

Agenda
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Please email angela.jordan@la.gov with questions.
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Share Out

Please email angela.jordan@la.gov with questions.

● What are you looking forward to this 
holiday season?

● Name That Tune!
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Monthly Call Purpose

● Focus: The Effects of Chronic Conditions on School Attendance

● Purpose: Utilizing strategies and resources to understand chronic illness 
and how to reduce the amount of absences that adds to chronic 
absenteeism

Please email angela.jordan@la.gov with questions.
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The Effects of Chronic Health Conditions 
on School Attendance
How School RNs can help.

Susan Dupont, RN, BSN, CCHC
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Objectives

● History of School Nursing
● Chronic Absenteeism vs. Truancy
● Contributing Factors
● Chronic Health Conditions
● Exclusion Criteria of the Ill Child
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Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.
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History of School Nursing
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9

History of School Nursing

The development of the school nursing 
concept came to be when New York City tried 
to think of ways to decrease their problems 
with absenteeism in their schools.

Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.
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The Experiment

Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions. 10

In 1897, the city of New York hired 150 
doctors to try and help decrease the number 
of absences of students and decrease the 
spread of communicable diseases. 

mailto:susan.dupont@la.gov


Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.

The First School Nurse
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In 1902, the New York School District gave 
Lina Rogers, a lone nurse, a one month trial to 
work in 4 schools with a student population of 
almost 9,000.  The goal was to reduce the 
absenteeism and communicable disease 
problems that continued to plague their 
school district. 

mailto:susan.dupont@la.gov


The Role of the School RN

Today the school nursing model is much the same as it was in the early 1900s 
and still provides:

● Direct care 
● Case Management
● Advocating for students and families
● Education for parents/guardians/teachers/staff
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Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.
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Then and Now



Chronic Absenteeism vs Truancy
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Chronic Absenteeism & Truancy

Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.
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Chronic Absenteeism - 

incorporates all absences: 
excused, unexcused and 
suspensions. The focus is on the 
academic consequences of this 
lost instructional time and on 
preventing absences before 
students miss so much school 
that they fall behind. 

Truancy - a term that 
generally refers to unexcused 
absences. In the past, federal 
law required states to track 
truancy but left it to states to 
come up with the definition.

Truancy is defined as students who 
have 5 tardies or 5 unexcused 
absences in a semester. 
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Contributing Factors
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Challenges Facing Today’s Students

● Chronic health conditions
● Disabilities
● Transportation issues
● Mental health issues
● Major social determinants of health

17Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.
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Chronic Health Conditions



Chronic Health Conditions

● Diabetes
● Asthma
● Seizure disorders
● Food Allergies
● Obesity
● Inadequate dental health
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Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.
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Managing Chronic Health 
Conditions

Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.

The school RN is tasked with the 
management of students with chronic health 
conditions and the development of the 
Individual Health Plan (IHP).  
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Exclusion Criteria of the Ill Child



Managing the Ill Child
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Students who present in the nursing office 
with a complaint of illness are screened.  If 
the student is determined to have a potential 
contagious illness, the student is excluded 
from school.

Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov 
with questions.

Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.
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When to Exclude 
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● Illness prevents participation
● Fever
● Care needs are greater than staff can 

provide
● Suspected communicable disease
● Vomiting two or more times
● Diarrhea that is not contained
● Mouth sores that cause excessive 

drooling

Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.
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Conclusion

School RNs, through management of chronic conditions, medication 
administration, exclusion of the ill child, and general health screenings, help to 
keep students in school where they are able to learn and become productive 
members of society.  The role of the school RN helps to eliminate the need for 
most students to be sent home thus decreasing chronic absenteeism.  

24Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.
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Resources

● The Relentless school RN:  A Message From Our Past is Even More 
Meaningful Today

● The Nation's Report Card
● The Effects of Chronic Absenteeism in Schools
● Tracking State Trends in Chronic Absenteeism
● School Nursing and Population Health:  Past, Present, and Future
● LA Law R.S. 17:233
● Managing Chronic Health Conditions
● Recommendations for Inclusion or Exclusion

25Please contact susan.dupont@la.gov with questions.

https://relentlessschoolnurse.com/2019/06/12/the-relentless-school-nurse-a-message-from-our-past-is-even-more-meaningful-today/
https://relentlessschoolnurse.com/2019/06/12/the-relentless-school-nurse-a-message-from-our-past-is-even-more-meaningful-today/
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/dashboards/schools_dashboard.aspx
https://www.panoramaed.com/blog/the-effects-of-chronic-absenteeism-in-schools#:~:text=The%20evidence%20consistently%20shows%20that,essential%20social%20skills%20and%20friendships.
https://www.future-ed.org/tracking-state-trends-in-chronic-absenteeism/
https://ojin.nursingworld.org/table-of-contents/volume-22-2017/number-3-september-2017/school-nursing-population-health/
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=80325#:~:text=(1)(a)%20A%20student,unexcused%20absence%20or%20fifth%20unexcused
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/chronicconditions.htm
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/Recommendations%20for%20Inclusion%20or%20Exclusion%20CDC.pdf
mailto:susan.dupont@la.gov


Questions?
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Resources

● Attendance Action Planning Workbook
● Toolkit Slides
● Chronic Absenteeism Rate Report
● Attendance Action Plans
● Peer-learning Surveys

LDOE Child Welfare & Attendance webpage

Louisiana Attendance Planning 
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Please email angela.jordan@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/louisiana-child-welfare-and-attendance
mailto:angela.jordan@la.gov


ViaLink 2-1-1

Contact Vialink with questions.
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http://www.vialink.org


Updates
● December Presentation is on the 

LDOE Monthly Calls webpage

● January CWA Monthly Call
○ 8am, January 9

● Save The Date:
○ Fast Forward/CWA Summit  

February 25  
Cajun Dome, Lafayette
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https://louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-system-planning-library/monthly-calls
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93104519183?pwd=ijMnYCLHSXOznNYTXtZ0epgGolklIS.1

