
Zoom Meeting Preparation

● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize 
background noise. 

○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”

● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and 
prevent any connectivity issues.

○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop 
Video.”

● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function 
located on the bottom of your screen.

If you require an interpreter or have other accessibility needs for future 
LDOE meetings, please contact LDOEcommunications@la.gov. 

mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov
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Agenda

• What is Family Engagement?

• Joyce Epstein’s 6 Areas

• Family Needs Assessment

• Asset Mapping
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Why is Family 
Engagement 
important?
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Key Elements of 
Family 

Engagement
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Family Engagement
• Parents are the experts on their children.

• School leaders know that promoting family engagement is not a simple task. Educators and 

administrators play a LARGE role in shaping the Family-School Partnership. 

• When schools elevate families as true partners and the experts that they are, students’ outcomes 

improve. 

• Family engagement is everybody’s responsibility.

• When schools support families through thoughtful policies and programs, it encourages broader 

community engagement that helps to meet the needs of the whole child and family.
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Family Engagement Theory

Today’s Highlight:

• Decision Making

• Collaborating with the Community
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In your current role, how do you or will you 
contribute to family engagement on your 
campus? 
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Family Engagement Tools

• Family Needs Assessments

• Asset Maps
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Family Needs Assessment

• Exposes Blind Spots

• Informs Schools of Family Needs

• Informs Schools’ Strategic 

Partnerships
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Sample Questions

• If you have used the mental health 

services in the school before, on a 

scale of 1-10, with 10 being the most 

satisfied, how satisfied were you 

with the services?

• What are some of the community’s 

strengths?

• What actions would you recommend 

to improve current services and

• Supports?
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Best Practices for Needs Assessments

• Convene a diverse team to develop 

and conduct a needs assessment. 

This team should include 

representation from several groups

• Needs assessment should reflect 

diverse team members’ input and 

values related to identified needs and 

strengths.

• Pilot needs assessment with 

students, families, and other relevant 

groups for feedback and revisions 

before large-scale data collection.

• Conduct needs assessment through 

multiple platforms and in multiple 

languages as appropriate to access 

all members of the community.
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Asset Mapping/Resource List

• Identify valuable local resources.

• Improve awareness and access.

• Reduce duplication and inappropriate 

use of services.

• Enhance communication and 

collaboration.
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Best Practice for Asset Mapping
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Ensure the resource map or guide is easily accessible to diverse 
groups, including students and families.

Establish a process and dedicated staff time to regularly 
evaluate, update, and improve the resource map or guide.

2-1-1, a United Way database, details thousands of federal, 
state, and local services for those with a variety of health needs. 
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Family Needs Assessments & Asset 
Mapping
• Needs assessment identifies 

pressing strengths, needs, and 

challenges in a system. 

•  Resource mapping offers a clear 

representation of resource 

available to address identified 

needs or enhance identified 

strengths.
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References

• National Center for School Mental Health (NCSMH). (2023). School Mental Health 
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of Medicine.
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types of involvement [Poster]. Johns Hopkins University, School of Education. 
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df
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Thank

YOU!

Sarah Harrell, MSNPA, LMSW

225-933-8747

sharrell@lsu.edu



Questions?
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For more info contact: 
21
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Safe and Healthy School Reminders



Stop the Bleed Training Resources

ACT 334 (School Safety Act of 2023) mandates schools 
implement trauma response plans, provide bleeding control kits, 
and train designated employees on their use. School nurses will 
receive free training at the annual nursing conference, and trained 
employees can then instruct other staff.

Please contact healthyschools@la.gov with questions. 
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https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1332553
mailto:healthyschools@la.gov


Emergency Stock Medications
● Forms for standing orders can be found on the LDH website
● Current orders expire on April 1, 2026
● Medications covered are Naloxone, Albuterol, and Epinephrine

For more information contact:  Susan.Dupont@la.gov
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Teacher Leader Summit 2026

 Teacher Leader Summit 2026 will take place May 26-28, 2026 at the 
 New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center.

● Regular registration is March 16 to April 12.
● Registration must be completed on the TLS 2026 event site.

For more information, visit the Department of Education website at 
Teacher Leader Summit 2026.

 

For more information contact:  healthyschools@la.gov
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https://web.cvent.com/event/bbaa1f88-f0b8-46fe-9ef8-3d9635a00902/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbaa1f88-f0b8-46fe-9ef8-3d9635a00902/websitePage:924187a4-980a-4af6-98f9-45ce47d743ed
https://web.cvent.com/event/bbaa1f88-f0b8-46fe-9ef8-3d9635a00902/summary


Safe and Healthy Schools  Team
stephen.guccione@la.gov Safe and Healthy Schools: School Safety, School Health, 

Transportation,  Coordinated School Health Program, Professional 
Development and Technical Assistance Support

levillia.moore@la.gov AWARE, School-Based Mental Health and Behavioral Health, 
Suicide Prevention

susan.dupont@la.gov Louisiana Healthy Schools Initiative, School Nursing,School-based 
Medicaid, Occupational and Physical Therapy

healthyschools@la.gov Safe and Healthy Schools questions

mailto:stephen.guccione@la.gov
mailto:levillia.moore@la.gov


Monthly Call Slides 

Please contact healthyschools@la.gov 

Monthly call presentations are available in the 
School System Planning Library.

• Office of Career and College 
Readiness

• Healthy Communities
• Healthy Schools Community 

of Practice 
Schedules, access links and information for 
the Department’s webinars can be found in 
the LDOE Weekly Newsletter and School 
System Support Calendar.

 

https://louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-system-planning-library/monthly-calls
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
https://louisianabelieves.com/resources/school-system-support-calendar
https://louisianabelieves.com/resources/school-system-support-calendar


Next Safe & Healthy Schools
Community of Practice Call: 

Contact healthyschools@la.gov for questions regarding our community of practice calls. 

Next call

Date: April 23, 2026

 Topic: Leveraging your School Based Health 
Clinic to Increase Attendance 

mailto:healthyschools@la.gov


Questions?


