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Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to 

minimize background noise. 
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your 

screen and click “Mute.”

● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save 
bandwidth and prevent any connectivity issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your 

screen and click “Stop Video.”

● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” 
function located on the bottom of your screen.

If you require an interpreter or have other accessibility needs for future LDOE 
meetings, please contact LDOE communications@la.gov 2

mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov


Agenda
1. Application Information: BESE Approval
2. Application Information: Brumfield vs. Dodd Approval
3. Nonpublic Annual Enrollment (EdLink Access)
4. Important Dates and Deadlines
5. LA GATOR 

a. Jotform Contact Information Survey
b. Share Enrollment and Next Steps 
c. Payment and Waitlist Schedule
d. Assessment Holds and Approved Awaiting Opt-in

 6. School Choice Program for Students with Exceptionalities
a. Important Dates
b. Q1 Enrollment Timeline
c. Payment Adjustment Forms
d. Roster Verifications
e. Forms (Transfer, Decline, Attestation)

  7.   Resources



Nonpublic Schools
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Nonpublic School Contact Changes 
We are excited to announce that the EdLink Ops SPS Portal will replace the 
Legacy Sponsor Site application. While the new portal maintains a similar layout to 
Sponsor Site, it introduces streamlined functionality and an enhanced user 
experience.

As an SPS District Data Analyst, you will now have the ability to edit or request 
updates directly within the application, eliminating the need to complete Jotform 
requests for opening or closing schools or making changes to existing sites.

Please refer to the User Guide for further assistance. 

Key Resource
● EdLink Ops K12 User Guide
● EdLink Ops SPS Training Video

If you have questions email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov

https://ldoe.edlink.la.gov/#/
https://leads13.doe.louisiana.gov/lug/SPS/EdLink%20Ops%20User%20Guide.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1vukyLqsfZG2CZRRMpEei85Fwrof45Ydh%2Fview%3Fusp%3Ddrive_link&data=05%7C02%7Cnonpublicschools%40la.gov%7Cdb33fb0034d240cb574a08dee1f5d994%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639196643668046513%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rcX%2BghqIZKo9Ex%2FFOlLL%2FxdpjwTYKKQ6SLnnaRTInx8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic School Annual Enrollment Report
● All BESE approved nonpublic schools will be required to submit their 

school’s 2026-2027 annual enrollment report.
● The NPS Annual Enrollment Report is submitted through the Edlink 

Website. 
● Enrollment data is required and must be entered in Edlink.  
● The NPS School Manager Role must be approved prior to submitting the 

annual enrollment report. 
● The NPS School Manager Annual Reporting User Guide provides steps to 

assist with submitting the annual enrollment report. 
● The deadline to submit your school’s annual enrollment report is October 

15, 2026. 

If you have questions regarding the annual enrollment report and/or Edlink, 
email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

https://ldoe.edlink.la.gov/#/
https://ldoe.edlink.la.gov/#/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/school-choice/nonpublicschoolsschoolmngrug2024-2025-(2).pdf?sfvrsn=a0776e18_8
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


2027-2028 BESE and Brumfield v. Dodd Application 
● The BESE and Brumfield v. Dodd application for all nonpublic schools 

seeking BESE and/or Brumfield v. Dodd approval for the 2027-2028 
school year will be submitted through Edlink. We are now accepting 
applications. This is a new transition for the BESE Applications, so please 
do not wait until the last day to submit your application. 

● The SPS District Data Analyst Role is required to submit the BESE and 
Brumfield v Dodd Application. 

● The application must be completed in its entirety and all required 
documents must be uploaded in order to be considered for BESE approval.

● The deadline to submit your school’s BESE application is 
October 15, 2026.

If you have questions regarding the BESE or Brumfield v. Dodd 
application, email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

https://ldoe.edlink.la.gov/#/
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


2027-2028 BESE and Brumfield v. Dodd Application 
NPSB Initial and Renewal Application User Guide 

Please see the example below:

If you have questions regarding the BESE or Brumfield v. Dodd 
application, email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/npsb-initial-and-renewal-application-user-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=fc1033b_1
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


2027-2028 BESE and Brumfield v. Dodd Application 

If you have questions regarding the BESE or Brumfield v. Dodd 
application, email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Who Needs to Apply for the BESE Application?

● Current BESE approved nonpublic schools seeking to renew their BESE 
approval for the 2027-2028 school year.

● Any NEW nonpublic school seeking BESE approval for the 2027-2028 
school year.

If you have questions regarding the BESE application, email us at 
nonpublicschools@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Who Needs to Apply for Brumfield v. Dodd?
● Current BESE approved nonpublic schools that desire to remain a 

participant in the LA Gator Scholarship Program, School Choice Program 
(SCP) for certain students with exceptionalities, and/or the Tuition 
Donation Credit(TDC) program.

● Nonpublic schools seeking Brumfield v. Dodd approval for the 2027-2028 
school year.

● Current and new nonpublic schools desiring to partner with a School 
Tuition Organization (STO) such as ACE Scholarships, Arete Scholars, 
Aspiring Scholars, and/or Son of a Saint.

● Nonpublic schools desiring to receive state and federal services for the 
2027-2028 school year. 

If you have questions regarding the Brumfield v. Dodd application, 
email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic Schools Seeking State Approval
BESE and Brumfield v Dodd Checklist

Checklist Link NPS Approval Document Submission Process Checklist 
Contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/nonpublic-school-approval-process-guidelines.pdf?sfvrsn=19046018_3
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Brumfield v. Dodd Non Discriminatory Policy
TWO PROOFS OF YOUR SCHOOL’S NON DISCRIMINATORY EXAMPLES WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT:

“YOUR SCHOOL’S NAME HERE admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, 
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students of the organization. It 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational 
policies, admissions policies, scholarship programs, and other organization-administered programs.”

➢ Microsoft Word Documents will not be accepted. 
➢ Pictures without the ND policy listed is not accepted.

Acceptable Non Discriminatory Examples:
➢ The most current copies of your advertisements.
➢ Efforts made by the school to publicize your nondiscriminatory admissions policy.
➢ Include latest affidavits of publication of newspaper advertisements.
➢ The most current copy of your school’s brochures, flyers, school handbook etc.
➢ A description of other efforts to inform minorities of the school and its program.
➢ A print out of a webpage and/or social media screenshots, etc. (About or Bio Section)

If you have questions regarding the Brumfield v. Dodd application, 
email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic Schools Seeking State Approval 

Acceptable letters/certificates of accreditation: 

● Review the Accreditation Organizations process 
to verify that your school’s accreditation is 
acceptable.

● Accreditation letters and certificates are accepted.

● Expired accreditations will not be accepted.

Contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/nps-approval-process---accreditation-organizations.pdf?sfvrsn=7724901f_12
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic Schools Seeking State Approval

State Fire Marshal Inspection 
Reports 
● City and state fire marshal 

inspection reports are 
accepted.

● Inspection reports completed 
before August 2025 will not be 
accepted.

Contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic Schools Seeking State Approval

Department of Health and Hospitals 
(DHH) Inspection Reports

● The details of the inspection report must be 
included. 

● Inspection reports completed before 
August 2025 will not be accepted.

Contact nonpublic schools@la.gov with questions.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


2026 Nonpublic Schools Timeline

Item Role Needed Where to 
Submit

Opens Closes

NPS Annual Enrollment 
Report 

NP School 
Manager

Edlink Website Currently Open October 15, 2026

BESE Application SPS District Data 
Analyst

Edlink Website Currently Open October 15, 2026

Brumfield v. Dodd 
Application 

SPS District Data 
Analyst

Edlink Website Currently Open October 15, 2026

https://ldoe.edlink.la.gov/#/
https://ldoe.edlink.la.gov/#/
https://ldoe.edlink.la.gov/#/
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Helpful Resources
● To request a school visit  or need technical assistance

○ Email LAGATOR@la.gov. Please detail provide details for your request.

● Planning for Quarter 1 Tuition Payments

○ How to Verify if You've Received a Student's Tuition Payment
This article details the two ways schools can check for tuition payments: 
via their Odyssey School Account and their Stripe dashboard. 

○ Overview: Steps Required to Receive Tuition Payments Through 
Odyssey
This article provides a brief step-by-step breakdown of the full tuition 
payment process, including the actions required from both parents 
and schools.

Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/support.withodyssey.com/hc/en-us/articles/39715851859867-How-to-Verify-if-You-ve-Received-a-Student-s-Tuition-Payment__;!!CCC_mTA!8iMjJIB6dJGwi1eW_Bc20hNevW0419mawEuBsCueM4vg1YVp3o9AxNdJu1WXBJeU6TPPHrN6PezoiLxu5WDG4w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/support.withodyssey.com/hc/en-us/articles/39695986991515-Overview-Steps-Required-to-Receive-Tuition-Payments-Through-Odyssey__;!!CCC_mTA!8iMjJIB6dJGwi1eW_Bc20hNevW0419mawEuBsCueM4vg1YVp3o9AxNdJu1WXBJeU6TPPHrN6PezoiLwlE3hMFg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/support.withodyssey.com/hc/en-us/articles/39695986991515-Overview-Steps-Required-to-Receive-Tuition-Payments-Through-Odyssey__;!!CCC_mTA!8iMjJIB6dJGwi1eW_Bc20hNevW0419mawEuBsCueM4vg1YVp3o9AxNdJu1WXBJeU6TPPHrN6PezoiLwlE3hMFg$
mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov


School Roster Maintenance
Keep Your Odyssey Roster Accurate (Odyssey)

● Remove students who never attended or are no longer enrolled.

● Review and update your Odyssey roster regularly.

● Initial roster review due Thursday, August 13, 2026.

● Continue updating throughout the school year.

● Update “Eligible” (waitlisted) student statuses as needed.

LDOE Enrollment Verification Due: August 24, 2026

● The following steps will assist you in submitting your Enrollment 
Verification to LDOE. 

If you have questions regarding the LA GATOR Scholarship 
Program, email us at LAGATOR@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Verifying your 2026-27 LA GATOR Rosters with LDOE

Step 1: Log into your Odyssey School Account

Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

https://lagator-schools.withodyssey.com/login/
mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov


Verifying your 2026-27 LA GATOR Rosters with LDOE

Step 2: Select the program year, 
2026-2027 by clicking on the 
program year filter in the upper right 
corner. 

Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

Step 3: Click on the Student 
Enrollment & Fees Tab. 

mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov


Verifying your 2026-27 LA GATOR Rosters with LDOE

Step 4: Ensure you're filtering for All Active Students

Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov


Verifying your 2026-27 LA GATOR Rosters with LDOE

● You will filter All Active Students and click 
[Download Enrollment CSV]. Please refer 
to this article to understand the different 
filters and their meanings: What Do The 
Filters and Statuses On My School Portal 
Mean? 

● Please note: The Inactive Enrollments 
filter shows students whose enrollment 
request you've denied or who selected your 
school but have since selected another 
educational setting. 

Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

https://support.withodyssey.com/hc/en-us/articles/50094282781595-What-Do-The-Filters-and-Statuses-On-My-School-Portal-Mean
https://support.withodyssey.com/hc/en-us/articles/50094282781595-What-Do-The-Filters-and-Statuses-On-My-School-Portal-Mean
https://support.withodyssey.com/hc/en-us/articles/50094282781595-What-Do-The-Filters-and-Statuses-On-My-School-Portal-Mean
mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov


Verifying your 2026-27 LA GATOR Rosters with LDOE

Step 5: Click [Download Enrollment CSV]

Step 6: Review the downloaded file and Upload the File to the SFTP.
● Document all student enrollments, no-shows, withdrawals, transfers, 

etc. as needed.

Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov


Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov


2026-2027 Waitlist Dates

Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov


Assessment Verification and Appeal Deadline 
Assessment Holds

● Students in grades K–12 who did not complete the required ELA and Mathematics assessment using a BESE-approved 
or state assessment currently have assessment holds
This applies to students who:

○ Do not have an assessment score report for both ELA and Mathematics.
○ Do not have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) documenting an approved exclusion from state or 

BESE-approved assessments.
○ Completed an assessment that is not BESE-approved or a state assessment.

Approved Awaiting Opt-in
● Once the assessment hold is removed students have until August 24, 2026 to opt-in.  

School Action Required
● Schools must complete the assessment verification process and upload any additional assessment score reports to the SFTP 

(Nonpublic Secure File) by Friday, August 21, 2026.

Assessment Appeals
● The deadline to submit all assessment appeals is Friday, August 21, 2026.

If you have questions regarding the LA GATOR Scholarship 
Program, email us at LAGATOR@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


LA GATOR Helpful Tips

● Ensure that all approved LAGATOR students are on your schools roster.
● Send communications to your participating families notifying them of the Quarter 1 disbursement 

on August 27, 2026.  
● Verify for Q1 payments: 

1. Click on the Student Enrollment & Fees Tab. 
2. Filter students by Q1 paid (please give the payment 3 to 5 business days for processing).

3. Contact families to ensure that tuition payments are disbursed to the school. 

Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov


LA GATOR Important Deadlines 
● Past Due 

Thursday, August 13, 2026
Enrollment Verification to Odyssey

● Current
Friday, August 21, 2026- Directions shared in a previous email 

○ Assessment Verification (Excel File) and any new score reports uploaded to SFTP 
○ Assessment Appeals 

Monday, August 24, 2026
● Students who have been cleared from an assessment hold must opt-in via the 

Odyssey portal.   

● Upcoming
Monday, August 31, 2026 

○ 2026 - 2027 Nonpublic Schools' Contact Information

Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/262094248017153
mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov


LA GATOR Support
● LDOE’s LA GATOR Page: LAGATOR.la.gov  

○ All FAQs & Program Policy

○ Communication Resources

○ Program Updates

○ Application Links

● Odyssey Support

○ Phone: (225) 422-1538

○ Email: help.la@withodyssey.com

○ Instant Chat: WithOdyssey.com (bottom right corner)

Please contact help.la@withodyssey.com or LAGATOR@la.gov with questions.

http://lagator.la.gov
mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:help.la@withodyssey.com
mailto:LAGATOR@la.gov
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September: Important Dates and Deadlines 

STEP DATE

Q1 Enrollment Opens  September 1, 2026

Q1 Enrollment Closes September 6, 2026



34

October: Important Dates and Deadlines 

STEP DATE

Notice of Intent (NOI) School Choice Program Opens October 1, 2026

Last Day to Submit Payment Adjustment Forms for Q1 October 6, 2026

Notice of Intent (NOI) School Choice Program Closes October 30, 2026
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SCP Q1 Enrollment Timeline
Reminders:
● Transfers must be complete before Q1 enrollment period.

● Schools will check account access and alert the Office of School 
Choice if needed. 

                    September 1st          Q1 Enrollment for SCP opens

                    September 6th          Q1 Enrollment for SCP closes

● If an enrollment error is discovered, schools will have 30 days to 
submit a completed/signed Payment Adjustment Form for review to 
studentscholarships@la.gov.  

● Requests received after 30 days will be reviewed but not may not be 
approved.

 

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov


Payment Adjustment Forms
Schools have 30 days from the last day of the quarterly enrollment reporting 
period (September 6) to report any enrollment issues.
● All Payment Adjustment Forms for Quarter 1 must be submitted by 

October 6.
● Any Payment Adjustment Forms for Quarter 1 submitted after October 6 

will be considered on an individual basis and must include an explanation 
of the late submission. 

● Please note that late submissions are not guaranteed payment.

For questions, please contact studentscholarships@la.gov. 

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
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Roster Verification
● Once all rosters are uploaded to SCS please check for the 

following:
○ Name
○ Grade level
○ SSN (if changes are needed a copy of the SSN card will 

be required)
○ DOB

● Verify all current students are on the roster
● If a student needs to be dropped or transferred, please submit 

the appropriate form to  studentscholarships@la.gov.
○   Declined Award Form
○   Transfer Award Form
○   Attestation Form

        

 

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/school-choice/2024-2025-scp-decline-award-form.pdf?sfvrsn=d9fc6e18_0
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/school-choice/2024-2025-scp-transfer-form.pdf?sfvrsn=85fc6e18_0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AzDN5Xp9gl7Mk5hf6zP5BtYXev8owF8P_PZxly62sYM/edit?tab=t.0
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Transfer Form

● Transfer forms must be 
completed correctly and 
signed by the school.

● Forms with incorrect or 
incomplete information will 
be returned.

● Use this Transfer Form.

 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/2024-2025-lsp-decline-award-form.pdf?sfvrsn=69a96e18_2
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Declined Award Form

● Declined Award forms must be 
completed correctly and signed 
by the school.

● Forms with incorrect or 
incomplete information will be 
returned.

● Use this Declined Award Form.

 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/2024-2025-lsp-decline-award-form.pdf?sfvrsn=69a96e18_2
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2026-2027 SCP Attestation

•By, signing the document, the parent 
is acknowledging that they understand 
the difference between the SCP Award 
and the LA GATOR Award

•They are voluntarily declining the SCP 
Award to accept the LA GATOR Award

•They understand the eligibility and 
assessment requirements for the LA 
GATOR Award



Resources
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Office Hours
Office hours are provided to offer one-on-one assistance for any questions you 
have.  
● Available each week for school administrators and other school system 

employees
● Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Booking:  https://www.picktime.com/LDEnonpublicschools

● In order to make sure that every school gets an opportunity to schedule a 
call, each call will be limited to 15 minutes.

42

https://www.picktime.com/LDEnonpublicschools


Office Hours
● When booking, include a description of what you’d like to discuss during 

the call in the “booking notes” section of the form. This will ensure that our 
staff is prepared ahead of the call and can effectively use the time to 
address your concerns.

● If you miss your scheduled time, book a new appointment time. 
● If you have any questions about Office Hours, please reach out to us at 

studentscholarships@la.gov for assistance.

**This service is not available to families. 

Families can email questions to studentscholarships@la.gov. 

43

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov


Username, Passcodes, and the Unlocking 
Process

● If you are having a problem with your account, please always include your 
username and school code in the email.

● Please remember to only send one email request stating problem to 
studentscholarships@la.gov.

44

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov


Helpful Links

45

● School Choice Program Application Guide 
● School Choice Program Application 
● SCP Family Participation Guide 
● SCP School Participation Guide
● School Choice Program for Students with 

Exceptionalities webpage

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/school-choice-program-application-guide-2024-2025.pdf?sfvrsn=c1486118_2
https://ldoeforms.jotform.com/251105253446853
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/school-choice-program-family-participation-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=59146118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/school-choice-program-school-participation-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=c0486118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/school-choice-for-students-with-disabilities
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/school-choice-for-students-with-disabilities
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Name Link

LEADS
● Passwords expire every 60 days and 

must be reset. If you are having a 
problem with your account include your 
username and school code in the email 
sent.

https://leads5.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl/

LDOE School Choice Library
● Resources for Home Study, Nonpublic 

and Charter schools
● Scholarship Programs Resources
● Annual Reports 

https://doe.louisiana.gov/families-a
nd-students

Helpful Links

https://leads5.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl
https://leads5.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice


Nonpublic Team Contact Information
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Topic Email Support

LA GATOR Program lagator@la.gov

School Choice Program for Students with 
Exceptionalities (SCP) studentscholarships@la.gov 

Tuition Donation Credit Program (TDC)

Operations/BESE Approval/Brumfield v. Dodd Approval nonpublicschools@la.gov 

Approved Home Study Program &
Nonpublic Schools Not Seeking State Approval

homestudy@la.gov 

mailto:LAGator@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov
mailto:Homestudy@LA.Gov
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Email questions to:  
studentscholarships@la.gov 

 School Choice Program for Certain Students 
with Exceptionalities

Email questions to: 
LAGATOR@la.gov 

LA GATOR Program

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov

