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Zoom Meeting Preparation
● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to 

minimize background noise. 
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your 

screen and click “Mute.”

● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save 
bandwidth and prevent any connectivity issues.
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your 

screen and click “Stop Video.”

● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” 
function located on the bottom of your screen.

If you require an interpreter or have other accessibility needs for future LDOE 
meetings, please contact LDOE communications@la.gov 2

mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov


Agenda

1. LA GATOR
2. New Background Check Updates
3. Nonpublic Schools
4. LSP Wrap-up/Reminders
5. School Choice Program for Student with Exceptionalities
6. Resources
7. Q & A



LA GATOR
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Next Steps for LA GATOR Schools
● All awarded students have been notified. 

● Schools should make contact with all LSP students to ensure the student 
received an award letter. 

● If you have a LSP student that did not receive an award letter, please 
contact Odyssey.

○ Help Desk Ticket: Submit a Request
○ Email Help Desk: help.la@withodyssey.com
○ Call Center: 225-422-1538

● Schools should make contact with families to discuss next steps in the 
enrollment process. 

If you have questions regarding the LA GATOR Scholarship 
Program, email us at LAGATOR@la.gov.

https://support.withodyssey.com/hc/en-us/requests/new?ticket_form_id=31059076683163
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


LA GATOR Updates
● The previous 5,196 LSP families have been notified with award letters 

● An estimated 800 additional scholarships will go to other high-priority 
Phase 1 applicants who are not currently in the LSP.

○ Families should check their Odyssey account and use the provided ID 
number to track student awards. 

○ Schools that are having issues with Stripe will likely need to contact 
Stripe directly for customer support. Odyssey customer support is 
available at help.la@withodyssey.com or by calling (225) 422-1538.

If you have questions regarding the LA GATOR Scholarship 
Program, email us at LAGATOR@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic Schools
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Louisiana Applicant Processing System (LAPS)
● The Louisiana Department of Education and Louisiana State Police are 

partnering together in implementing the new Louisiana Applicant Processing 
System (LAPS) to conduct federal and state, fingerprint-based background 
checks for all Louisiana Public and Non-Public Schools.  

● These background checks will be conducted to determine suitability for any 
applicants who have been given or have applied to be considered for a position 
of supervisory or disciplinary authority over children, as required by and in 
accordance with LRS 15:587.1 (Louisiana Child Protection Act). 

If you have questions regarding the annual enrollment report and/or Edlink, 
email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Louisiana Applicant Processing System (LAPS)
●  In order to expedite the process and provide access to these background 

checks the Louisiana State Police will be conducting webinars on several dates 
in the coming weeks that you will have the opportunity to select from.  

● Once you have attended the webinar you will be provided with the steps to 
onboard your school into the LAPS system.  After you have been onboarded 
Louisiana State Police will provide training and access to the LAPS system.

● Contact Andrew.Murphy2@la.gov for more information.  

If you have questions regarding the annual enrollment report and/or Edlink, 
email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

mailto:Andrew.Murphy2@la.gov
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic School Act 409
● Act 409 requires licensure of classrooms serving 3 and 4 year olds 

○ schools must apply for licensure no later than January 1, 2026
○ see Chapter 7 of Bulletin 137 - Louisiana Early Learning Center Licensing 

Regulations (Bulletin 137) and the initial checklist to help your site 
prepare to apply for a license

○ monthly webinars are available to learn more about the licensure 
process

○ visit the Early Childhood webpage for Frequently Asked Questions 
and additional information on navigating next steps. 

If you have questions regarding the annual enrollment report and/or Edlink, 
email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

https://www.doa.la.gov/media/iuzgjape/28v161.doc
https://www.doa.la.gov/media/iuzgjape/28v161.doc
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/early-childhood/initial-inspection-checklist.pdf?sfvrsn=15418e1f_22
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic School Act 409

● Nonpublic Schools Not Requiring Act 409 Licensure
○ a nonpublic school serving only students in kindergarten and above 

does not need a license

○ A nonpublic school whose pre-kindergarten program is accredited or 
provisionally accredited by the Louisiana Montessori Association will 
not need to obtain a license

If you have questions regarding the annual enrollment report and/or Edlink, 
email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic School Annual Enrollment Report
● All BESE approved nonpublic schools will be required to submit their 

school’s 2026-2027 annual enrollment report starting August 1, 2025.  
● The Annual Enrollment Report is submitted through the Edlink Website. 
● Enrollment data is required and must be entered in Edlink.  
● The NPS School Manager Role must be approved prior to submitting the 

annual enrollment report. 
● The NPS School Manager Annual Reporting User Guide provides steps to 

assist with submitting the annual enrollment report. 
● The deadline to submit your school’s annual enrollment report is October 

15, 2025. 

If you have questions regarding the annual enrollment report and/or Edlink, 
email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

https://ldoe.edlink.la.gov/#/
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/school-choice/nonpublicschoolsschoolmngrug2024-2025-(2).pdf?sfvrsn=a0776e18_8
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


2026-2027 BESE and Brumfield v. Dodd 
Application 

● The BESE and Brumfield v. Dodd application for all nonpublic schools 
seeking BESE and/or Brumfield v. Dodd approval for the 2026-2027 
school year will be submitted through Jotform starting August 1, 2025.

● The application must be completed in its entirety and all required 
documents must be uploaded in order to be considered for BESE approval.

● The deadline to submit your school’s BESE application is 
October 15, 2025.

If you have questions regarding the BESE or Brumfield v. Dodd 
application, email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Who Needs to Apply for the BESE Application?

● Current BESE approved nonpublic schools seeking to renew their BESE 
approval for the 2026-2027 school year.

● Any NEW nonpublic school seeking BESE approval for the 2026-2027 
school year.

If you have questions regarding the BESE application, email us at 
nonpublicschools@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic Schools Seeking State Approval
BESE and Brumfield v Dodd Checklist

Checklist Link NPS Approval Document Submission Process Checklist 
Contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/nonpublic-school-approval-process-guidelines.pdf?sfvrsn=19046018_3
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic Schools Seeking State Approval 

Acceptable letters/certificates of accreditation: 

● Review the Accreditation Organizations process 
to verify that your school’s accreditation is 
acceptable.

● Accreditation letters and certificates are accepted.

● Expired accreditations will not be accepted.

Contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/nps-approval-process---accreditation-organizations.pdf?sfvrsn=7724901f_12
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic Schools Seeking State Approval

State Fire Marshal Inspection 
Reports 
● City and state fire marshal 

inspection reports are 
accepted.

● Inspection reports completed 
before August 2024 will not be 
accepted.

Contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Nonpublic Schools Seeking State Approval

Department of Health and Hospitals 
(DHH) Inspection Reports

● The details of the inspection report must be 
included. 

● Inspection reports completed before 
August 2024 will not be accepted.

Contact nonpublicschools@la.gov with questions.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


Who Needs to Apply for Brumfield v. Dodd?
● Current BESE approved nonpublic schools that desire to remain a 

participant in the LA Gator Scholarship Program, SCP (School Choice 
Program for certain students with exceptionalities), and/or the TDC 
(Tuition Donation Credit) program.

● Nonpublic schools seeking Brumfield v. Dodd approval for the 2026-2027 
school year.

● Current and new nonpublic schools desiring to partner with a STO (School 
Tuition Organization) such as ACE Scholarships, Arete Scholars, Aspiring 
Scholars, and/or Son of a Saint.

● Nonpublic schools desiring to receive state and federal funding for the 
2026-2027 school year. 

If you have questions regarding the Brumfield v. Dodd application, 
email us at nonpublicschools@la.gov.

mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov


2025-2026 Nonpublic Schools Timeline

Item Where to Submit Opens Closes

NPS Annual Enrollment Report Edlink Website August 1, 2025 October 15, 2025

BESE Application Jotform August 1, 2025 October 15, 2025

Brumfield v. Dodd Application Jotform August 1, 2025 October 15, 2025



LSP Reminders
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LSP Reminders

● When your rosters are updated in the Odyssey system, please ensure that 
all former LSP students are listed.  If you identify any discrepancies, send 
an email to studentscholarships@la.gov.   

● Please make sure to verify each student’s name, Social Security number, 
date of birth, address, and other relevant information are accurate in both 
the portal and on your rosters.

● If you have any questions regarding the  Q4 payment reports, please email  
studentscholarships@la.gov. 

mailto:stidentschoalrships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov


School Choice Program
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2025-2026 SCP Application Timeline 

STEP DATE

SCP Summer Transfer Window Closes July 31, 2025
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Roster Verification
● Once all rosters are uploaded to SCS please check for the 

following:
○ Name
○ Grade level
○ SSN (if changes are needed a copy of the SSN card will be 

required)
○ DOB

● Verify all current students are on the roster
● If a student needs to be dropped or transferred, please submit the 

appropriate form to  studentscholarships@la.gov.
○   Declined Award Form
○   Transfer Award Form

        

 

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/school-choice/2024-2025-scp-decline-award-form.pdf?sfvrsn=d9fc6e18_0
https://doe.louisiana.gov/docs/default-source/school-choice/2024-2025-scp-transfer-form.pdf?sfvrsn=85fc6e18_0
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SCP Q1 Enrollment Timeline
Reminders:
● Transfers must be complete before Q1 enrollment period.

● Schools will check account access and alert the Office of School 
Choice if needed. 

TBD Q1 Enrollment for SCP opens

TBD Q1 Enrollment for SCP closes

● If an enrollment error is discovered, schools will have 30 days to 
submit a completed/signed Payment Adjustment Form for review to 
studentscholarships@la.gov.  

● Requests received after 30 days will be reviewed but not may not be 
approved.

 

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov


Resources
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Helpful Links
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● SCP Application Guide 2025-2026
● SCP Family Participation Guide
● SCP School Participation Guide
● School Choice Program for Students with 

Exceptionalities webpage

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/school-choice-program-application-guide-2024-2025.pdf?sfvrsn=c1486118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/school-choice-program-family-participation-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=59146118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/school-choice-program-school-participation-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=c0486118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/school-choice-for-students-with-disabilities
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/school-choice-for-students-with-disabilities


Office Hours
Office hours are provided to offer one-on-one assistance for any questions you 
have.  
● Available each week for school administrators and other school system 

employees
● Mondays-Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Booking:  https://www.picktime.com/LDEnonpublicschools

● In order to make sure that every school gets an opportunity to schedule a 
call, each call will be limited to 15 minutes.

29

https://www.picktime.com/LDEnonpublicschools


Office Hours
● When booking, include a description of what you’d like to discuss during 

the call in the “booking notes” section of the form. This will ensure that our 
staff is prepared ahead of the call and can effectively use the time to 
address your concerns.

● If you miss your scheduled time, book a new appointment time. 
● If you have any questions about Office Hours, please reach out to us at 

studentscholarships@la.gov for assistance.

**This service is not available to families. 

Families can email questions to studentscholarships@la.gov. 

30

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov


Username, Passcodes, and the Unlocking 
Process

● If you are having a problem with your account, please always include your 
username and school code in the email.

● Please remember to only send one email request stating problem to 
studentscholarships@la.gov.

31

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
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Name Link

LEADS
● Passwords expire every 60 days and must 

be reset. If you are having a problem with 
your account include your username and 
school code in the email sent.

https://leads5.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl

LDOE School Choice Library
● Resources for Home Study, Nonpublic 

and Charter schools
● Scholarship Programs Resources
● Annual Enrollment Reports 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/r
esources/library/school-choice

Helpful Links

https://leads5.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl
https://leads5.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice
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Name Link

LDOE Weekly Newsletter
● Information regarding Nonpublic and 

Scholarship action items
● The newsletter is released every 

Tuesday at 4:30 pm.

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d
.jsp?llr=rkyvy5eab&p=oi&m=rkyvy5eab&
sit=urxao49fb&f=8d3c7b7c-7ae8-4bd3-
8c83-c6e44e5e558c

Helpful Links

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=rkyvy5eab&p=oi&m=rkyvy5eab&sit=urxao49fb&f=8d3c7b7c-7ae8-4bd3-8c83-c6e44e5e558c
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=rkyvy5eab&p=oi&m=rkyvy5eab&sit=urxao49fb&f=8d3c7b7c-7ae8-4bd3-8c83-c6e44e5e558c
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=rkyvy5eab&p=oi&m=rkyvy5eab&sit=urxao49fb&f=8d3c7b7c-7ae8-4bd3-8c83-c6e44e5e558c
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=rkyvy5eab&p=oi&m=rkyvy5eab&sit=urxao49fb&f=8d3c7b7c-7ae8-4bd3-8c83-c6e44e5e558c


Nonpublic Team Contact Information
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Topic Email Support

LA GATOR lagator@la.gov 

School Choice Program for Students with 
Exceptionalities (SCP)

studentscholarships@la.gov

Tuition Donation Credit Program (TDC) studentscholarships@la.gov

Operations/BESE Approval/Brumfield v. Dodd Approval nonpublicschools@la.gov 

Approved Home Study Program &
Nonpublic Schools Not Seeking State Approval

homestudy@la.gov 

mailto:lagator@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:nonpublicschools@la.gov
mailto:Homestudy@LA.Gov
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If you have any additional questions, please 
contact the Office of School Choice at:

 
 studentscholarships@la.gov 

 Thank You For 
Joining Today’s 

Call!

mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov

