Zoom Meeting Preparation

® Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise.
o To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.”

® Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any
connectivity issues.
o To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”

® Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom
of your screen.

' Zoom Meeting

If you require an interpreter or have other
accessibility needs for future LDOE
meetings, please contact

Reynaldo Valldejuli

$ - - -~

Mute Stop Video
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Nonpublic Schools Seeking State Approval
Tuition Donation Credit Program

Home Study Program

Louisiana Scholarship Program and School Choice Program
for Students with Exceptionalities

Annual Scholarship Survey

Looking Ahead for 2023-24 School Year
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Nonpublic Schools
Seeking State Approval




Nonpublic Schools Annual Approval & Classification
e All nonpublic schools seeking BESE approval are required to apply each fall for
approval the following year.

* Applications for the 2024-2025 school year will be accepted from September 1 to
October 15, 2023.

e All schools must submit the application via JotForm which will be available on our
nonpublic schools webpage.

« Applications must be complete when submitted. Incomplete applications will be
returned, which may cause a delay in moving through the BESE approval process.

NOTE: Schools interested in participating in the 2024-2025 LSP or SCP program must
submit a Notice of Intent via Jotform, which will be available on the webpage between



https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/nonpublic-schools
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/louisiana-scholarship-program

Tuition Donation Credit Program

Scholarship Assistance Beyond the
Louisiana Scholarship Program




Tuition Donation Credit Program

The Tuition Donation Credit Program (TDC) empowers Louisiana families with the
financial resources to choose the school that will best prepare their child for college
and career. This program provides tax credits to Louisiana taxpayers who donate to
tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations called School Tuition Organizations (STO’s)
that provide scholarships to K-12 students.

LDOE created a Tuition Donation Participation Guide to provide information and
guidance to families, participating schools and STO’s. This guide serves as a
comprehensive tool designed to enhance understanding of the programmatic
requirements and expectations outlined in Bulletin 134 .
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/tuition-donation-credit-program
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/tuition-donation-participation-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=3034931f_14
https://www.doa.la.gov/media/qeuo5bsg/28v155.doc

Tuition Donation Credit Program

School Tuition Organizations (STO’s) play a critical role in the Tuition Donation Credit
Program by:

e galvanizing Louisiana taxpayers to provide economic resources to Louisiana
families; and

e conducting the scholarship award process to enable low-income children to
attend the school they feel will best prepare their child for college or career
success.
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Tuition Donation Credit Program

For schools seeking to participate in the TDC program, a list of the STOs currently
participating in the program can be found on the Tuition Donation Credit Program
landing page on the LDOE website.

At a minimum, Bulletin 134 outlines the criteria that participating nonpublic schools
must meet. STO’s, however, may choose to use additional STO-specific criteria (e.g.
academic performance) to determine the schools with which they partner.

Additional criteria exist in Bulletin 134 for nonpublic schools that have been BESE
approved for less than five years.
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/tuition-donation-credit-program
https://www.doa.la.gov/media/qeuo5bsg/28v155.doc
https://www.doa.la.gov/media/qeuo5bsg/28v155.doc
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TDC Participating Nonpublic Schools
Minimum Criteria

Classification

Criteria

Bulletin 134 | Conduct criminal background checks on its employees in compliance with R.S. 17:15 and

exclude from employment any person not permitted by state law to work in a nonpublic school.
BESE e  Utilize “a curriculum of quality at least equal to that prescribed for similar public
Approval schools," as required by the Louisiana Constitution.

e Submit information and documentation, which vary based on school characteristics, to
the LDOE annually in order to obtain/renew BESE approval for the following school year.

Brumfield v. e Be Brumfield v. Dodd certified and compliant.
Dodd o The Brumfield v. Dodd certification process verifies that schools receiving state and
Compliance federal funds are not racially discriminatory.

i
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http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=79855
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/nonpublic-schools/brumfield-v-dodd

Tuition Donation Credit
Criteria for “New” Nonpublic Schools

Classification

Criteria

BESE
Approved for
<5 Years

e If aschool plans on receiving more than $50,000 in scholarships from an STO, they must
demonstrate their financial viability by:
o filing a surety bond payable to the STO equal to the amount of donations expected
to be received during the school year, prior to the start of the school year; or
o  providing financial information to the STO.
m STO’s can determine what specific financial information they require in lieu
of the surety bond, and should maintain documentation of a school’s
fulfillment of this requirement.
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Tuiio Donation Credit
Criteria for “New” Nonpublic Schools

Classification

Criteria

BESE
Approved for
<2 Years

e Meet the requirements for BESE approved <5 years, AND:
e Maximum of 20% of the school’s enrollment can be scholarship students if the school
takes part in both the Tuition Donation and Louisiana Scholarship Programs.




Home School Programs

Resources and Roles for
Nonpublic Schools




Program Overview

Home School

NonPublic Schools Not
Seeking
State Approval

BESE Approved Home Study
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Program Overview

Louisiana Families may choose to educate their children independently from the public
or nonpublic school system. Louisiana families typically provide this independent

education through a Nonpublic School Not Seeking State Approval or a Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education Approved Home Study Program.

Parents who enroll their child in an Approved Home Study Program are solely
responsible for deciding the curriculum and providing instruction. Louisiana does not
provide funding or resources for home study programs.

The collection of information on Nonpublic Schools Not Seeking State Approval by the
Louisiana Department of Education does not serve as approval of a Home Study
Program

o \ /
for SUCCESS’


https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/nonpublic-schools-not-seeking-state-approval-guidelines-and-instructions.pdf?sfvrsn=cb1ac7bf_35
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/guidelines---bese-approved-home-study-program.pdf?sfvrsn=302cfe58_20
https://louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/guidelines---bese-approved-home-study-program.pdf?sfvrsn=302cfe58_20

Program Overview

%

for SUCCESS:

BESE Approved Home Study Program Registered NonPublic Not Seeking State
Approval

e Students are eligible to apply for TOPS e Are not eligible for Tuition Opportunity
TOPS under certain requirements Program for Students (TOPS) scholarships

® Diplomais comparable to a diploma | Diploma | e Do not receive a diploma carrying the
by a state approved private school same weight as a state issued diploma

e Annual application renewal for the Enroll e Annually submit enrollment information
student for the school by using the online

e Parents/Legal guardians must submit attendance submission form
the home study application

16



Important Information
. BESE Approved Home Study:
Schools cannot submit applications for students on behalf of the parents

* In order to be approved, the assurance statement must be completed by the
parent/legal guardian

* Adiploma received in an Approved Home Study program does carry the same
weight as a state issued diploma

* Nonpublic Not Seeking State Approval:
e Schools will submit annual attendance
e Students do not receive a diploma carrying the same weight as a state issued
diploma. However, students may still receive a diploma in accordance with the
nonpubllc school not seekmg state approval poI|C|es
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Louisiana Scholarship Program
and
School Choice Program for
Children with Exceptionalities







Important Scholarship Program Reminders
Income Eligibility

e Each applicant must have a total family household income that does not exceed
250% of the federal poverty guidelines, as established by the Federal Office of
Management and Budget.

e Parents and/or guardians must provide this information when completing an
initial application for the Louisiana Scholarship Program.

e Participating schools are responsible for verifying that each new student is
eligible during the application process.

e Schools are responsible for collecting up to date eligibility information for every
new Scholarship student when families complete registration at the awarded site.




'LSP and SCP Q1 Enrollment Timeline

Reminders:

e Transfers must be complete before Q1 enroliment period.

® Schools will check account access and alert the Office of School Choice if needed.

e Each applicant must have a total family household income that does not exceed 250% of
the federal poverty guidelines, as established by the Federal Office of Management and
Budget.

September 1 Q1 Enrollment for LSP and SCP opens
September 7 Q1 Enroliment for LSP and SCP closes

e |[f an enrollment error is discovered, schools will have 30 days from September 7th to submit
a completed/signed Payment Adjustment Form for review to studentscholarships@Ia.gov.

® Requests received after 30 days will be reviewed but not may not be approved.



mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov

Transfer Window Reopens

August 1 Transfer Window Reopens LSP Schools

August 1 Review roster in LEADS for the LSP and SCP schools
upcoming year

August 1 Transfer window reopens LSP schools
August 16 Nonpublic Monthly Call LSP and SCP schools
August 25 All transfers must be LSP and SCP schools

completed for Q1

B s RS rnm e
~£§§& SER L PSSR

CCESS:

S — 22




Transfer forms must be
completed correctly and signed
by the school.

Forms with incorrect or
incomplete information will be
returned.

‘DEPARTMENT of
%&E Louisiana Scholarship Summer Transfer Form
Families seeking to transfer a Scholarship award from one Scholarship school to a different Scholarship school for the
2023-2024 school year should complete this form together with the school they would like their child to attend. In order to request
a transfer, students must:
* Have an award issued by the Louisiana Dy of ion (LDOE) for the 2023-2024 school year
* Beregistered at a Scholarship school as of May 26th
= Not be assigned to a public school

Schotarship students who wish to transfer from one participating Scholarship school to another are required to submit a transfer

request form signed by both the ian and a ive of the iving school. are only allowed to schools
that meet accountability standards and who have Di il ip seats.

The receiving school should submit this form to the LDOE by emailing the form to gov. You will
receive a within 2-5 busi days. ion of this form does not guarantee transfer approval.

Parent Signature:

1 that are not but will be i ona by basis. | that if the transfer is
approved my child loses his/her seat at his/her current Scholarship school. The i ion | have i above is rate, and |
igr = = Date: ]
School
I that are not and that | have a seat and will enroll this student in the grade listed.
School ive Name: a pate:
School Rep — J
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Louisiana Scholarship
Program
Declined Awards




Declined Awards

Scholarship students who no longer wish to participate in the program must complete a
Declined Award form.

* This form is NOT to be used for families requesting a transfer.

e Once a family declines the award, the student will no longer be eligible to receive a
scholarship for the remainder of the 2023-2024 school year.



https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/nonpublic-schools/declined-awards-form.pdf?sfvrsn=fc46318_6
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Declined Awards

Once the award has been removed, it cannot be reinstated.
The family must sign the form acknowledging:
e They are willingly choosing not to participate in the LSP program.
e They must reapply if they would like to be considered for any future
scholarship awards.
A school representative must also sign the form acknowledging that they have
informed the family of the stipulations of declining a scholarship award.

VISION for sq_gc;s‘éfs
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Declined Award forms must be
completed correctly and signed
by the school.

Forms with incorrect or
incomplete information will be
returned.

VISION for SUCCESS®

DEPARTMENT of - ga s e
EDUCATION Louisiana Scholarship Declined Award Form
“louisiana Believes
Families seeking to decline a Scholarship award for the 2023- 2024 school year must complete this form together with

the awarding school. In order fo request to decline an award, students must:

* Complete the current form provided by the school for the 2023-2024 school year

« Once a family deciines the award, they will no longer be eligible to receive a scholarship for the remainder of the 2023-24 school
year.

Once the award has been removed for the 2023-24 school year, it cannot be or to another partici school.

If a family declines an award, they must re-apply in the fall in order to be eligible for any scholarships awarded in the upcoming years.

The family must sign this form ing that they they are willingly choosing not to participate in the LSP
program for the current school year and must reapply if they would like to be considered for any future scholarship awards.

A school representative must also sign the form acknowledging that they have informed the family of the stipulations of declining
a scholarship award.

Student Name: Student DOB / Last 4 Digits of SS#:|Grade for 2023-2024 school year:
Parent/Guardian Name: Parent/Guardian Phone: Parent/Guardian Email Address:
20232024 School Placement: School e Code:
Briefly reason for award:
Parent Signature:
| understand that by declining this award, | am willingly opting out of the Louisiana Scholarship Program for the remainder of the current
school year, and | will need to re-apply for the ip in order to be i for ips awarded in the upcoming years. The

information | have provided above is accurate, and | understand the scholarship terms above.

Date:

School Representative Signature:
School ive Name: Date:
School

27
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Annual Scholarship Survey

The purpose of this survey is to measure program satisfaction with the training
and support currently available to all participating schools.

e These results will be gathered and shared within the Office of School Choice
ONLY, meaning that your individual information and feedback shared will not be
publicly reported. Only an overall summary of these results may be included in
Department presentations and calls for informative purposes.

Please access the survey link here.
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https://form.jotform.com/231644565366159

Looking Ahead for the 2023-24
School Year
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New and Continuing Resources

In order to provide better support for all participating scholarship schools, the NP (Nonpublic) Team will
be adding and implementing the following resources for the upcoming school year beginning in July and
August:

Program Calendar
e An annual calendar with all the important dates for the upcoming school year.
e A monthly version of the calendar will be included in every newsletter.

School Participation Guide and Family Participation Guide
e Updates to the participation guide and the FAQs to provide more clarity for schools and

families.

VISION for sq_gc;s‘éfs

31



Looking Ahead

Website Updates
e The website will be easier to navigate and find resources. New forms, links and reference
documents will be easy to locate.
Form Updates
e Expulsion, Payment Adjustment, Declined Award, and many other forms are being updated.
Program Calendar for 2023-24
e  Will be available soon in the School Choice Library
Site Visits
e Site visits will begin in September. Schools will be notified prior to the visits.

Webinars

e Geared toward Navigating Application Process for both families and schools
e  More “How To” webinars to address every day items/actions related to programs
e How to Complete Quarterly Enrollment - August 23

W


https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/nonpublic-schools
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/93717548403

Communications




Weekly Communications - Newsletters

How to receive weekly LDOE Newsletters - Go to
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters to sign up for newsletters

important for your role and to find archived newsletters.
DEPARTMENT of

& Select Language | ¥

EDUCATION (seancn 1

[ouisiono Believes  HOME ABOUTUS BESE NEWSROOM LIBRARY CONTACT US \

EDUCATORS - EARLY CHILDHOOD - TEACHING + LEARNING - MEASURING RESULTS - GRADUATION PATHWAYS - SCHOOL CHOICES - FUNDING

NEWS RELEASES
NEWSLETTERS

BE A TEACHER CAMPAIGN

ASSETS JOIN OUR NEWSLETTER

CLASSROOM
CHRONICLES Subscribe to the Weekly School System Newsletter, Charter Newsletter, Nonpublic Newsletter, Principal's

Newsletter, and/or News Releases by completing this form

LEADERS LAGNIAPPE
Subscribe to the Early Childhood Connection Newsletter, Teacher Leader Newsletter, and or Counselor Connect
Newsletter by completing this form.

VIDEOS + WEBINARS

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

VISION for SUCCESS:
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters

Sign Up for Weekly
Newsletters

This form applies to system, charter and
nonpublic newsletters.

Important notices and materials are
posted in these weekly newsletters.

DEPARTMENT of

EDUGATION

louisiana Believes

Sign up to stay in touch!

Thanks for your interest in joining our mailing list. Please complete the information

below and click Sign Up.

* Email Address

* First Name

= Last Name

= Job Title

= District/Parish

Email Lists

[C] charter Newsletter
[ News Releases

[J Nonpublic Newsletter
[ principals Newsletter

[C] weekly System Leaders Newsletter

VISION for SUCCESS:
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https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001QKuSz0c7kgZyH7NsficRc3fehYIqiLczkCYo_RXQuMWU3K22-A7O7asJ1gGcfI9RvY-4wgHS9r3CDtsT_i-Vxr4igEU0FOirfjQZ7kZbbG2pCS0YVW8Wnr7SEP9FGmuj9tL6uAoAP7TKCQPhGMBct7d9aL7hZFIs5bp1HXtYwvY%3D

* Newsletters include information by different LDOE Offices

* Items will specifically mention the school staff who would benefit from the
information provided

* Entries and reminders draw attention to important timelines

In This Issue

Important Dates for School Systems |

School Choice

o Monthly Call . R .
T Click School Choice link to go directly to the relevant

Quarterly Enroliment Reporting entries.

o Upcoming Dates
Louisiana Scholarship Program

o 2023-24 Tuition and Fee Certification Worksheets
Operations
Assessments, Accountability and Analytics
Career and College Readiness
Teaching and Learning

VISION for SUCCESS:
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e Special section addresses dates, times and links to monthly calls, office
and webinars

Important Dates for School Systems

Office Hours and Monthly Calls

Assessment and Accountability Monthly Call: June 20 at 3:45 p.m.
Nonpublic Monthly Call: June 21 at 2 p.m

School System Financial Support (SSFS) Monthly Call: June 21 at 2 p.m.
Nutrition Support Monthly Call: August 1 at 1 p.m.

/

VISION for SUCCESS:
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Nonpublic Equitable Services
Support and Technical Assistance

Please feel free to contact the State Ombudsman for any assistance or clarification
regarding the federal non-public equitable services program.

The Federal Programs and Grantee Relations Monthly Call is every 3rd Thursday of each
month. Please feel free to join us for equitable services updates.

All the BEST! Keep Soaring!

State Ombudsman
Daphne Flentroy @ daphne.flentroy@Ia.gov



mailto:Daphne.Flentroy@la.gov

Office Hours

Office hours are provided to offer one-on-one assistance for any questions you have.

* Available each week for school administrators and other school system
employees
e Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
e Booking: _https://www.picktime.com/LDEnonpublicschools

e In order to make sure that every school gets an opportunity to schedule a call,
each call will be limited to 15 minutes.
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https://www.picktime.com/LDEnonpublicschools

Office Hours

When booking, include a description of what you’d like to discuss during the call in
the “booking notes” section of the form. This will ensure that our staff is prepared
ahead of the call and can effectively use the time to address your concerns.

If you miss your scheduled time, you will need to book a new appointment time.

If you have any questions about Office Hours, please reach out to us at
studentscholarships@la.gov for assistance.

This service is not available to families.

Families can email questions to studentscholarships@Ia.gov.
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mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov
mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov

Username, Passcodes, and Unlocks

If you are having a problem with your account please always include your
username and school code in the email.

Please remember to only send one email request stating problem to

studentscholarships@|a.gov.

for SUCCESS:
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mailto:studentscholarships@la.gov

Helpful Links

LEADS

° Passwords expire every 60 days and must be reset. If you are having a problem with
your account include your username and school code in the email sent.

https://leads5.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl

LDOE School Choice Library

° Resources for Home Study, Nonpublic and Charter schools
e  Scholarship Programs Resources
° Annual Reports

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/r
esources/library/school-choice

LDOE Weekly Nonpublic Newsletter

° Information regarding Nonpublic and Scholarship action items
e  The newsletter is released every Thursday at 4:30 pm.

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.co

m/d.jsp?llr=rkyvy5eab&p=0i&m=rkyv
v5eab&sit=urxao49fb&f=8d3c7b7c-7a
€8-4bd3-8c83-c6e44e5e558¢

Louisiana Scholarship Program

° Information and resources for the Louisiana Scholarship Program

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/s

chools/louisiana-scholarship-program



https://leads5.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl
https://leads5.doe.louisiana.gov/ptl
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/school-choice
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/newsroom/newsletters
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=rkyvy5eab&p=oi&m=rkyvy5eab&sit=urxao49fb&f=8d3c7b7c-7ae8-4bd3-8c83-c6e44e5e558c
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=rkyvy5eab&p=oi&m=rkyvy5eab&sit=urxao49fb&f=8d3c7b7c-7ae8-4bd3-8c83-c6e44e5e558c
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=rkyvy5eab&p=oi&m=rkyvy5eab&sit=urxao49fb&f=8d3c7b7c-7ae8-4bd3-8c83-c6e44e5e558c
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=rkyvy5eab&p=oi&m=rkyvy5eab&sit=urxao49fb&f=8d3c7b7c-7ae8-4bd3-8c83-c6e44e5e558c
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/louisiana-scholarship-program
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/louisiana-scholarship-program
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/louisiana-scholarship-program
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Nonpublic Team Contact Information

Louisiana Scholarship Program

School Choice Program for Students with
Exceptionalities

studentscholarships@|a.gov To ensure a timely

Tuition Donation Credit Program

response, send one email with your questions.

Operations/BESE Approval/Brumfield v Dodd
Approval

nonpublicschools@Ia.gov To ensure a timely
response, send one email with your questions.

Approved Home Study Program
Nonpublic Schools Not Seeking State Approval

nonpublicschools@la.gov To ensure a timely
response, send one email with your questions.
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