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Zoom Meeting Preparation

● Please make sure your phone or computer is muted to minimize background noise. 
○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Mute.” 

● Please make sure you have turned off your camera to save bandwidth and prevent any connectivity 
issues.

○ To do this, hover over the bottom left-hand side of your screen and click “Stop Video.”

● Please submit questions during the presentation in the “Chat” function located on the bottom of your 
screen. 

NOTICE: In accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, if you 
need special assistance at this meeting 
please contact 
ldoecommunications@la.gov. 

mailto:ldoecommunications@la.gov
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Dr. Cade Brumley
State Superintendent

Louisiana Department of Education
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Bipartisan Safer Communities Act 

• On June 25, 2022, the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA) was signed into law.

• BSCA provides:
• $1 billion for School-Based Mental Health (SBMH) grant program and the 

Mental Health Service Professionals (MHSP) grant program.
• $50 million for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program.
• $1 billion through Title IV, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education 

Act for States to competitively award subgrants to high-need school systems.
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Stronger Connections Grant Program

• The Stronger Communities Grant (SCG) seeks to provide funding to school systems 
on a competitive basis to support school safety efforts.

• LDOE has designed a competitive sub-grant competition.

• Subgrants will go to “high-need” local educational agencies (LEAs) as determined 
by LDOE. 

• Supplement not supplant and equitable services will apply to this grant.

Louisiana’s Award - $21,279,385 (one time funds)
Funds Expire - 9/30/2025
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High-Need LEA

Louisiana’s definition of “high-need LEA”

• An LEA with a poverty percentage of 50% or greater AND

1. A chronic absenteeism rate greater than the state average of 19.4% 
(2021-2022).

OR

2. Significantly impacted by a natural disaster or traumatic event within the last 
3 years.

This is an optional grant opportunity for those schools systems that will be deemed a 
“high-need LEA”.
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Competitive Subgrant Process
• “High-need LEAs” will answer a set of narrative questions that will be scored using a 

rubric.
• Total Possible Score = 24
• Up to 5 bonus points may be awarded for a score of 4 out of 4 for the use of 

funds for single points of entry on application question #2.

• There will be two levels of review for each application submitted.

• Once submitted, there will not be an opportunity for updates, revisions or 
re-submissions.

• Applicants will utilize this funding to provide a secure, safe environment for students, 
educators, and staff through minor remodeling with a focus on the creation of single 
points of entry.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/links-for-newsletters/ldoe-bsca-rubric.pdf
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Instructions for Application Completion

• The application for the Stronger Connections Grant Program will be accessible in 
the electronic grants management system (eGMS). 

• Once logged in select the GMS/Access Select page choose the FY 23 drop down. 

• In order to complete the Stronger Connections Grant assurance, select to open 
the LEA Central Data. 

• Navigate to the Competitive Contact Information tab and complete the Stronger 
Connections Grant Contact information.

https://egmsp.doe.louisiana.gov/LDEGMSWeb/Logon.aspx
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Instructions for Application Completion

• Navigate to the Assurances tab:
● Select Competitive Program Assurances
● Select Stronger Connections Grant Assurance
● Complete the assurances and return to the GMS/Access Select page

• Scroll to the bottom of the GMS/Access Select page, under the “Available” ribbon, 
and select the create button next to the Stronger Connections Grant to begin the 
competitive application.
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LEA Central Data

Complete Contact Information
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LEA Central Data
Complete Assurances

Navigate to GMS/Access select page and scroll to the bottom of the page
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Stronger Connections Grant Overview Page

Budget Details will not be submitted at this time
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Timeline

• Deadline to submit applications: April 3, 2023

• Systems notified of application status: Week of May 1, 2023

• Allocations to school systems: June BESE

Please contact healthyschools@la.gov with subject line: Stronger Connections Grant 
with any questions.

mailto:healthyschools@la.gov
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Questions & Answers


