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September 19, 2024

https://bit.ly/Ed-Tech-Sep2024
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Agenda
● Digital Learning Updates
● Emergency Connectivity Fund, E-Rate, and ACP
● Important Reminders and Other Information
● Google for Education Updates + ReadAlong
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Digital Learning Updates
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Digital Citizenship Support

Contact digitallearning@la.gov with questions.

As educators prepare for the new school year, consider incorporating digital 
citizenship into back-to-school activities. Establishing a foundation of safe and 
responsible online practices sets the stage for a successful and secure 
learning experience for all students.

● Digital Citizenship - Cybersecurity for Students
● Digital Citizenship - Elementary Student Guide
● Digital Citizenship - Secondary Student Guide
● Digital Citizenship - Parent Guide
● Digital Citizenship - Teacher Guide
● AI Teacher and Admin Guide
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mailto:digitallearning@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/digital-citizenship---cybersecurity-for-students.pdf?sfvrsn=e19f6118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/digital-citizenship---elementary-student-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=f76d6018_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/digital-citizenship---student-guide-(secondary).pdf?sfvrsn=e29f6118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/digital-citizenship---parent-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=e39f6118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/digital-citizenship---teacher-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=f06d6018_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/ai-teacher-and-admin-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=6d376e18_4


Back to School LMS Resources
● Explore these essential resources to make the most of your Learning 

Management System (LMS).
● LMS Back-to-School Resources:

○ Back to School - Microsoft Teams
■ Microsoft Teams - Getting Started PDF
■ Microsoft Teams - Next Steps PDF

○ Back to School - Preparing Your Canvas Course
○ Back to School - Preparing Your Google Classroom

● Additional resources can be found on the LDOE Digital Learning website. 

Contact digitallearning@la.gov with questions
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/back-to-school---microsoft-teams.pdf?sfvrsn=45206018_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/microsoft-teams---getting-started.pdf?sfvrsn=ef226118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/microsoft-teams---next-steps.pdf?sfvrsn=e9226118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/back-to-school---preparing-your-canvas-course.pdf?sfvrsn=47206018_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/back-to-school---preparing-your-google-classroom.pdf?sfvrsn=46206018_2
http://bit.ly/ldoedigitallearning
mailto:digitallearning@la.gov


Kami Fall Webinars
The LDOE will be hosting webinars this fall to support Kami integration to support 
HQIM. Webinar descriptions and links can be found on the Fall Webinar Series flyer. 

Please contact digitallearning@la.gov with questions. 

6

Webinar Topic Dates

Kami Updates Tuesday, September 24 at 3 p.m.

Wednesday, September 25 at 4 p.m.

Kami for Diverse Learners Tuesday, October 29 at 3 p.m.

Wednesday, October 30 at 4 p.m.

Feedback Strategies Tuesday, December 3 at 3 p.m.

Wednesday, December 4 at 4 p.m.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/kami-fall-webinar-series-(1).pdf?sfvrsn=28686e18_10
mailto:digitallearning@la.gov


Microsoft Teams Support
The LDOE’s Teacher Leader Advisors have created resources to champion our 
educators utilizing Microsoft Teams. Educators can use these resources as a 
guide to using Microsoft Teams from the initial setup to advanced features. 

● Microsoft Teams - Getting Started PDF
● Microsoft Teams - Next Steps PDF 
● Using OneNote with Students and Faculty PDF 

Check the LDOE’s Digital Learning website for more resources.

Please contact digitallearning@la.gov with questions. 
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/microsoft-teams---getting-started.pdf?sfvrsn=ef226118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/microsoft-teams---next-steps.pdf?sfvrsn=e9226118_2
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/technology-footprint/using-onenote-with-students-and-faculty.pdf?sfvrsn=e8226118_2
http://bit.ly/ldoedigitallearning
mailto:digitallearning@la.gov


Technology Readiness Tool (TRT)
Under §3921.2. Statewide Educational Technology Plan, districts must submit required technology information, 
ensuring they meet the standards for devices, Internet bandwidth, software applications, and local network capacity 
to provide a high-quality digital instructional environment.

The Technology Readiness Tool (TRT) helps LDOE collect information about technology infrastructure across districts 
and individual schools. TRT data will be used for the school system's digital footprint, supporting future technology 
planning.

Please see the 2024 TRT Collection Instructions for a step-by-step submission guide and resources. 

2024 TRT Collection Form

DUE on November 1, 2024

Please contact edtech@la.gov with questions
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https://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=80949#:~:text=The%20state%20Department%20of%20Education,that%20maximizes%20the%20integration%20of
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N5uaDMX3hz59vYsfS6WvTMFPhn6oUbo1Q_Ea6-peb8E/edit?usp=sharing
https://form.jotform.com/242474906959169
mailto:edtech@la.gov


Canvas Statewide Pilot Program for Louisiana K-12 Schools
LDOE is excited to invite Public K-12 school districts and charters to join our statewide Canvas LMS Pilot Program! 

❖ Eligibility
➢ All Louisiana Public K-12 School Districts and Charters are eligible to apply for the Canvas LMS Pilot Program.
➢ Twenty-five (25) Districts and Charters will be selected to participate. 
➢ Learn more about the Canvas Pilot Program HERE. 

❖ Key Benefits for Participating Districts
➢ Free access to Canvas LMS for students and educators in grades K-12.
➢ Comprehensive training, implementation, and support.

❖ Program Timeline
➢ Application opens on September 19, 2024 ends October 4, 2024 – Complete the application by this date to be considered for this no-cost opportunity!
➢ Selected districts and charter schools will be announced by November 1, 2024. 
➢ Student access starting January 1, 2025.
➢ Pilot concludes on June 30, 2026.

❖ Why Participate?
➢ Support Louisiana’s Academic Plan to enhance K-12 educational outcomes.
➢ Prepare students for a seamless transition to higher education where Canvas is already widely used.

Apply for the Canvas Pilot Program 

DUE on October 4, 2024

Please contact edtech@la.gov with questions. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/10oV--k8XqbtbMF1HT59jPOhzRHxJtFi7/view?usp=drive_link
https://form.jotform.com/242565156439160
mailto:edtech@la.gov


Public Comment on the K-12 Louisiana Student 
Standards for Computer Science  
The K-12 Computer Science Standards Writing Committee held the final 
meeting to develop the K-12 Louisiana Student Standards for Computer 
Science on August 27, 2024.

● Public comment will be open throughout the month of September.

More information and the form to submit public comment can be found on the 
Computer Science web page.

Please contact STEM@la.gov with questions
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/standards-review-committee
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/computer-science
mailto:STEM@la.gov


Barobo Data Sharing Agreement
The Louisiana Department of Education is pleased to announce a new data sharing 
agreement with Barobo. 

This agreement ensures the highest level of student data protection while 
expanding access to computer science education resources. Barobo is the LDOE 
partner for the Middle School Robotics Lab Pilot.

Learn more at the LDOE Data Sharing Agreements webpage.

https://www.barobo.com/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/data-center/data-sharing-agreements


BESE Tuition Program for Teachers:
Applications for Spring 2025 - Now Open!
The BESE Tuition Program for Teachers provides tuition funding for certified and 
currently employed Louisiana classroom teachers. 

● Online applications for the spring 2025 semester are now open!
●  The application and program details can be found on the Continuing Education 

Opportunities for Educators page.
● The application will close on October 15, 2024.

For questions, visit the Frequently Asked Questions page or contact LouisianaLeaders@la.gov.
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https://form.jotform.com/242403367441148
http://louisianabelieves.com/teaching/continuing-education-opportunities-for-educators
http://louisianabelieves.com/teaching/continuing-education-opportunities-for-educators
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teaching/btpt-frequently-asked-questions.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:LouisianaLeaders@la.gov


E-Rate, 
Affordable Connectivity Program, and 
Emergency Connectivity Fund
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FY25 Form 470

Contact ERate@la.gov with questions.

USAC announced that the FY 2025 Form 470 would not be available until approximately the end of 
August.  This would allow time for the FCC time to formally release the hotspot Order and to have it 
posted in the Federal Register for 30 days before becoming effective.  At that point, USAC will be 
able to include hotspot equipment and services in the Form 470 pulldown menus.

However, it appears that USAC has reinstated the FY 2024 Form 470 for early FY 2025, non-hotspot, 
use.  Be sure to include a narrative statement that this Form 470 is for FY 2025 products and/or 
services.  Those seeking bids for hotspot equipment and services will need to wait until the hotspot 
option is available on the 470 (late Aug./early Sept).
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mailto:E-Rate@la.gov


FCC Releases Final Hotspot Report and Order

Contact: ERate@la.gov for questions

The FCC’s Report and Order making hotspots eligible for E-rate funding in FY 2025 was approved at the their 
meeting on July 18th.  The final version (FCC 24-76) was virtually the same as the previously circulated draft 
version.  One addition in the final Order was three paragraphs on gift rules and bundling noting that aspects 
of these rules, which had been relaxed for ECF during the pandemic, are back in full force.

For school systems interested in hotspots, we recommend watching SHLB’s webinar (video and/or slides) 
where panelist discussed different aspects of the hotspot program including:

● Three-year prediscount budgets are based on an applicant’s size (a school’s enrollment or a library’s 
square footage) and discount rate.

● Eligible pricing is capped at $90 per unit for hotspot equipment (including activation) and $15 per 
month for wireless service.

● Recordkeeping and other program safeguards are likely to require extensive administrative efforts on 
the part of the applicants and significant cooperation between those applicants and their suppliers.
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mailto:E-Rate@la.gov
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-24-76A1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5UC5QIRI4g
https://assets.noviams.com/novi-file-uploads/shlbc/PDFs_and_Documents/Events1/7_2024_Webinar_Slides.pptx


FCC Releases Draft ESL for FY 2025

Contact ERate@la.gov with questions.

The FCC’s proposed Eligible Services List for FY 2025 (DA 24-743) has been released for public 
comment.  The only proposed changes for next year are the added references to the newly eligible 
Wi-Fi hotspots under wireless services.  Please read the expanded section under Eligibility 
Explanations for Wi-FI hotspots before applying to ensure your application will meet the 
requirements.
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mailto:E-Rate@la.gov
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-24-743A1.pdf


Upcoming Dates

Contact ERate@la.gov with questions.

Aug 9 - Form 486 deadline for FY 2023 Wave 51.  More generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days 
from the FCDL date or the service start date (typically July 1st), whichever is later.  Upcoming Form 
486 deadlines are:

Wave 52 08/16/2024
Wave 53 08/23/2024

August 13 - USAC webinar on cybersecurity for E-rate and EPC beginners (registration).

August 15 - USAC webinar on Wi-Fi hotspot eligibility (registration).

August 20 - USAC webinar to review the information to be required in the Cybersecurity Pilot’s initial 
application, the Form 484 Part One (registration).

August 22 - Introductory USAC webinar for service providers new to the E-rate program (registration).
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mailto:E-Rate@la.gov
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=cbd77d37c674c9f5f541da42ccdfc1c9eedae2d97caadc1391ebcd37d17b714f4af52bf505416bf40af7c4751d9c7b0b472c98c2344d3881
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=130ba71a48296b3e250fbcb3c1027ab3a585fee192fdad55c99e0402fac626a74358f74330b4e1ed9e199f3f6f89b7ed947ccb69ae2b6a39
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=cbd77d37c674c9f59897531985fe84285ba82999ad645584b942ee24ac152c1d828d831469dcfdf88e15519c3c8016b2168e247bfd92909a
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8360810001888550744?source=Website


Upcoming Dates - Cont’

Contact ERate@la.gov with questions.

August 27 - USAC webinar with an overview of the Open Data system (registration).

August 29 - USAC Open Data training on creating reports and visualization (registration).

August 29 - Invoice deadline for ECF Window 3 applications. 

August 30 - Due date for public comments on the FCC’s proposed Eligible Services List (“ESL”) for 
   FY 2025 (DA 24-743).  Reply comments are due September 16th.
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mailto:E-Rate@la.gov
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=130ba71a48296b3e72c10bfd68e2c795446b438cfe3b4f6f657a6d7d17214b722325887c993e7fe5cb0f7853dc6ca51b1252bbbeb1624de7
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=130ba71a48296b3e855df7c7f5959f4ff0d7ed35935a7431eb754349cc99d3cc182c96c5cc9d29dd9c69403ddf4392b3aa473a6ff6642188
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-24-743A1.pdf
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Education Technology 
Monthly Webinar & Meeting Dates



2024-2025 Education Technology 
Monthly Webinars

Please contact edtech@la.gov with questions.

Slides from each meeting will be posted on the Educational Technology 
Leaders website. Recordings are available on request. A complete calendar of 
LDOE events can be found on the Louisiana Believes website.
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Future Monthly Call Dates Time: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Webinar 
Link

https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/575223228?p
wd=NDNlN01SS3c0Rk4wV25aNkZh
TEc2Zz09

Phone 
Number 1-301-715-8592

Meeting ID Meeting ID: 575 223 228
Password: 2020-202!

● October 10
● November 14
● December - LACUE
● January 9

● February 13 
● March 13
● April 10
● May 8

mailto:edtech@la.gov
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/educational-technology-leaders
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/educational-technology-leaders
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/school-system-support-calendar
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/575223228?pwd=NDNlN01SS3c0Rk4wV25aNkZhTEc2Zz09
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/575223228?pwd=NDNlN01SS3c0Rk4wV25aNkZhTEc2Zz09
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/575223228?pwd=NDNlN01SS3c0Rk4wV25aNkZhTEc2Zz09


Reminders
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Kami
As mentioned in our previous call, the LDOE will be providing access to the 
digital tool Kami at no cost to school systems. Kami will be available for all 
K-12 teachers and students in the 2024-2025 school year. The great news is 
we are on track and rolling out licenses as school systems’ educational 
technology departments register.

● Onboarding and early adopters can begin setting up their district-wide 
Kami account by filling out the LDOE Kami Intake Form. 

● Professional learning opportunities will be shared in future LDOE 
communications. 

● Additional information about Kami and tutorials are now available on the 
Kami website. 

Please contact digitallearning@la.gov with questions.
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http://kamiapp.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_5mOBHAenTE9U_In0dYeBxRQ5mdzVDK4CDVO9cvMZLdUMnw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.kamiapp.com/kami-academy/
mailto:digitallearning@la.gov


Empower every reader 
with Read Along in 
Google Classroom

Louisiana Statewide initiative 



Read Along in 
Classroom



Proprietary + Confidential

Build 
independent 
reading skills 
with Read Along 
in Classroom 

Education Plus

Teaching and Learning Upgrade

Available in US English 

Read Along

Student experience

Available now

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1kSfuEngGDLlsQGl7ZXFf6RWGJHn_sl6A/preview


Proprietary + Confidential

Assign different 
reading 
activities, based 
on phonics skills, 
Lexile level, or 
grade level

*LEXILE®, the LEXILE® logo are trademarks of MetaMetrics, Inc., and are registered in the United States and abroad. Copyright © 2023 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.

Education Plus

Teaching and Learning Upgrade

Read Along

Educator experience

Available now

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1JtlMIhw39bFuncjI3ULdauCzN9G-AgU6/preview


Proprietary + Confidential

HeggertyⓇ digitized their Bridge to Reading library for the 
first time ever, exclusively for Read Along in Classroom

https://heggerty.org/bridgetoreading/?utm_term=heggerty%20bridge%20to%20reading&utm_campaign=tn-branded-RLSA&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=8080130874&hsa_cam=10845962543&hsa_grp=159019332463&hsa_ad=694970246345&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=aud-2215969480212:kwd-2200102629244&hsa_kw=heggerty%20bridge%20to%20reading&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwps-zBhAiEiwALwsVYfkLo7syOLUjZGn_x_zc43dgIiA_sERHXSZFRUzIocQUgrwbEPQikBoCIjoQAvD_BwE
https://heggerty.org/bridgetoreading/?utm_term=heggerty%20bridge%20to%20reading&utm_campaign=tn-branded-RLSA&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=8080130874&hsa_cam=10845962543&hsa_grp=159019332463&hsa_ad=694970246345&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=aud-2215969480212:kwd-2200102629244&hsa_kw=heggerty%20bridge%20to%20reading&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwps-zBhAiEiwALwsVYfkLo7syOLUjZGn_x_zc43dgIiA_sERHXSZFRUzIocQUgrwbEPQikBoCIjoQAvD_BwE


Proprietary + Confidential

Language Comprehension

ReadWorks’ high-quality passages 
build background knowledge and 
vocabulary.

Background knowledge and vocabulary 
become the biggest contributors to 
comprehension as students become 
automatic word-readers and encounter 
more challenging texts.

Word Recognition

ReadWorks’ nonfiction decodables 
build knowledge while students 
practice decoding.

All students benefit from direct, explicit, 
and systematic phonics instruction. 
Students also need to build background 
knowledge and vocabulary at early ages.



Proprietary + ConfidentialProprietary + Confidential

See insights on phonics skills at the class and student level

Launching in the 
coming weeks



Proprietary + Confidential

English language 
learners will be 
able to get 
support in 
Spanish for 
certain stories

Education Plus

Teaching and Learning Upgrade

Read Along

Educator experience

Available now

https://docs.google.com/file/d/15eEoFokCmYmuh_o6PG7B5oO87ySr4VzC/preview


Proprietary + Confidential

View accuracy, 
comprehension, 
speed, and 
progress insights 
at the student 
and class level

Education Plus

Teaching and Learning Upgrade

Read Along

Educator experience

Available now

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Ja2GNXcPUkyRCaBvHEPYOjAzTQ5QsIdu/preview


Proprietary + Confidential

Create stories 
based on words 
that students are 
struggling with 

Read Along

Available in US English 

Early preview

goo.gle/EduPilotProgramAIExpress interest:             

Piloting now | H2 ’24

http://goo.gle/EduPilotProgramAI


Read Along in Classroom
LA DOE Pilot Eligibility: 

● District must have Teaching & Learning Upgrade 
or Education Plus

● Preferably using classroom (If not using 
classroom, the Google Admin will have to turn it 
on for select participants)

● Commit to a minimum of all K-3 teachers 
participating (depends on School size) 

● Not currently involved in the Amira Learning pilot 



Proprietary + Confidential

Important 
notes:

● IT Admins need to enable Read Along in order for it 
to appear in educators’ Google Classroom

● To support students learning English around the 
world, the Read Along in Classroom interface will be 
available in 40+ languages 

● Read Along in Classroom will now be a Workspace 
Service, rather than an “additional service”

Proprietary + Confidential

Read Along



Proprietary + Confidential

In addition to Read Along 
in Classroom….

What else is included in 
the Teaching and 
Learning Upgrade?



Proprietary + Confidential

Product tour
The Teaching and Learning Upgrade

Personalize learning experiences

Simplify class management

Teach and learn from anywhere 

Practice sets

Interactive questions for YouTube videos

Unlimited originality reports

School-owned repository of past assignments  

Classroom add-ons 

Grading scales and grading periods

Additional storage

  
  
  

  
  
  

Larger meetings

Live streaming

Recordings

Breakout rooms

Attendance reports

Tile pairing

Speaker notes

Co-present

Q&A

  
  
  

  

  
  
  

  

Polling

Transcripts

Noise cancellation

  
  
  

  
  

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
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Source: ESG report 2020

Practice sets

Interactive questions for YouTube videos 

Unlimited originality reports 

School-owned repository of past assignments

Personalize learning experiences

Strengthen 
instructional impact 
and give educators 
quicker insights 
into students’ 
understanding

https://services.google.com/fh/files/misc/esg_deployment_research.pdf
#
#
#
#


Meet the Google Team

Jem A  and Laurie B - EDU Regional Managers: Louisiana

Dr. Becky Blink  - Senior Read Along PgM Lead

Kristi K - Classroom Team  

Biswajeet   - Read Along Product Manager  - Gen AI

Hemangi  - Read Along Product Manager

Katie Blauert- Workspace Specialist 

Jim Copeland - Solutions engineer 



• jennbrown@ & sreeder@ North Central Google Cooperative

Jem Alabi-isama
K-12 EDU Lead 

(*15k-40k enrollment)
Jeminatua@google.com

Laurie
K-12 EDU Lead

(*5k-14k enrollment)
lbeaman@google.com

Connect with your Regional Google Team - Louisiana

Set up a meeting for your District:

● Learn more about T&L, Read Along,   
Workspace for Education Plus or 
Gemini

● Schedule your District’s annual  
product roadmap (under NDA)

● Connect directly with Google 
Solutions Engineers 

● Hear about Google Impact programs 

● Schedule your District’s Product 
Usage Review (Chrome & Workspace)
 

*some districts may overlap
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  bit.ly/3XxVs6F
Deadline Sept 30th 

Express interest here: 

http://bit.ly/3XxVs6F

