Lesson 3: Examine tone to determine theme

G
. We reread the first part of the
s e preface from memoir Behind the
" e Scenes by Elizabeth Keckley, and
. e o identified and paraphrased her
. claims related to slavery,

About this lesson
Students read a story from the oral tradition titled “The People Could Fly” by Virginia
Hamilton. They then examine words and phrases used to express tone, and use those
findings to determine a theme for the story.

®  An audio recording of “The People Could Fly” is available at
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Let’s Review!
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~1 minute
Directions:

®  Briefly review the previous lea rning.
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Today we will;

Virginia Hamilton.

- Examine words and phrases
which communicate the
author’s tone.

7PN - Determine themes for the
AddAdRALL ‘s i
story.

- Read “The People Could Fly,” by

Let’s Prepare! (Slide 1 of 2)
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~1 minute

Directions:

@  Readtheslide.

e  Briefly explain how this lesson prepares students for another lesson and/or
the end-of-unit assessments.

®  Throughout the lesson, compare students’ responses and work to the student
look-fors. Determine the students who need additional support with reading,
understanding, or expressing their understanding of complex, grade-level
texts. During this lesson or before the next lesson, support those students
individually or in a small group using the Additional Supports for Diverse
Learners.
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You will need:

- “The People Could Fly” by
Virginia Hamilton

. character description

L t-chart handout

— « conversation stems

= l handout

- g - your reading log

Let's Prepare! {Slide 2 of 2)
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~2 minutes

Directions:

cess and distribute the text using an established routine.

®  Waihfo distribute the character description t-chart handout and conversation
stems learning tool until later in the lesson.

®  Askstudehts to locate their reading logs.

®  This lesson usgs a reading log and accountable talk. Access the strategy
one-pagers to learn about ¢ g logs and accountable talk.
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Additional Notes:
+/ ® Ifnecessary, tell students that this story is from the oral tradition. This means

N M A Y AR AN~ that the story was passed from person to person by being told orally. Later, it
5 was written down.
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Let’s Read!
Teaching Notes
Suggested Pacing: ~10 minutes
Directions:
®  Say: “I’m going to read the this text aloud. As | read, think about the words \
and phrases used to describe the characters and their actions.” \ - ;
® Read aloud “The People Could Fly” as students follow along. \\‘ g 0 1§ 45%
®  Pause at various points during the read aloud to clarify that students N U ) 0
understand the meaning of the following terms: scorned, glinty coal, overseer, \ ,h WNUTAT
bawling, croon, scrunched, seize, ring-sing. (The “ring-sing” is probably a /" “ RLi A
variation on the “ring shout”: An African-inspired dance, the "ring shout" P :
consisted of dancers singing, clapping, and moving in a circular fashion until { il

reaching a state of spiritual ecstasy. Both the ring shout and spirituals
expressed the joy and hope, pain and sorrow of the enslaved.)
®  Askstudents to identify words and phrases that describe the character and

their actions by citing from the text. \
\
Student Look-Fors: ‘i-‘\‘f\ J
®  Students should be listening as they follow along in their copies of the text. “ ,{E“' ( e i 2 Z
2. ) 1L &,




DEPARTHEMT of
S
Lo Aleves

- List words and phrases used to
describe the characters and their
actions.
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from the text,
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Let’s Read!
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~10 minutes

Directions: ~ 7
@  Review the concept of author’s tone in writing. Tone is the attitude of the [Jetinw

narrator or author toward a character, a topic, or an audience. ‘

Say, “Let’s examine the author’s attitude toward the characters in this story.”

Divide the class into pairs using an established classroom routine. .

Distribute the character description t-chart handout.

Model filling in the first word/phrase so students have an example to follow.

(See completed chart for appropriate responses.)

Ask pairs to follow the directions on the slide.

®  Monitor students as they are filling in the chart. Assist them by using the

possible supports if necessary. Make sure they are writing down descriptions.

Possible Supports During the Lesson:
®  If students are not providing answers similar to the Student Look-Fors: 4
©  Ask: “What words or phrases does the author use to describe the p((_ (0\037
Master and overseer?”
©  Ask: “What words and phrases does the author use to describe Sarah,

©  Toby, and the other slaves?”

Student Look-Fors:

P

[

As they list descriptions, students should begin to recognize that the master
and overseer are described very differently than Sarah, Toby, and the others.
See the completed t-chart handout.
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What patterns do you notice about each set of

What associations or connotations does each set of

words/phrases?

words convey?

Let’s Discuss!
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~5 minutes
Directions:

®

Read the slide.

Ask pairs to discuss the questions on the slide for 60 seconds.

Encourage students to share their responses with the class.

Conduct a class discussion, encouraging students to use the conversation
stems learning tool.

Use teacher talk moves so students [clearly express their ideas (Goal One),
listen carefully to understand others’ ideas (Goal Two), provide evidence to
support their claims (Goal Three), establish new ways of thinking (Goal Four)].

Possible Supports During the Lesson:

If students are not providing answers similar to the Student Look-Fors:
o Ask: “Which column contains words/phrases that are positive? A(/(w;)
Negative?”
o Ask: “Which words/phrases support your ideas?”

Dosan 't answer f’zd’k’ (n

Student Look-Fors: i

Expected student responsesp;\e first column of words and phrases are
negative. The associations being made are that these characters perform
harsh, violent acts. The second column of words and phrases are much more
positive. The associations bei ng made are that these characters are light, airy,
and magical. See the completed character description t-chart handout for
examples.

Students should use the conversation stems during discussion. This is an
opportunity to familiarize them with how to have a productive class
discussion.
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What is the author’s attitude toward the master and v@ e

overseer? L@é\%\(\g

What is the author’s qttitude toward Toby, Sarah,
and the others?

Let’s Discuss!
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~5 minutes

Directions: .
®  Read the slide. 4
®  Ask pairsto discuss the questions on the slide for 60 seconds.
®  Encourage students to share their responses with the class.
®  Conduct a class discussion, encouraging students to use the conversation

stems learning tool.

Use teacher talk moves so students [clearly express their ideas (Goal One),

listen carefully to understand others’ ideas (Goal Two), provide evidence to

support their claims (Goal Three), establish new ways of thinking (Goal Four)].

Possible Supports During the Lesson:
® ifstudents are not providing answers similar to the Student Look-Fors:
O Ask: “How can you tell how the author feels about each set of@\S
characters?”
o Ask: “Which words/phrases su pport your ideas?”

Student Look-Fors:

- [ (] "
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®  Expected student responses: The author uses words that are hard, harsh, an
violent to describe the master and overseer. She uses positive phrases to
describe Toby, Sarah, and the others. See the completed character t-chart

handout for examples. o
®  Students should use the conversation stems during discussion. This is an
opportunity to familiarize them with how to have a productive class

discussion.
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What happens at the end of the story?

What is the significance of Toby and Sarah’s flight?

Student Look-Fors:

®  Expected student responses: At the end of the story, the slaves who still have
their wings are able to fly away. Others do not. The master and overseer
watch them fly and are helpless. Toby just laughs at them. Do Toby and Sarah
escape their plight by running away or dying? These are two possible™...
interpretations. S — .
Students should use the stems. This is an opportunity to familiarize them with
how to have a productive class discussion.
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Let’s Discuss!
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~5 minutes

Directions:
e  Readtheslide.
®  Ask pairs to discuss the questions on the slide for 60 seconds.
®  Encourage students to share their responses with the class.
e  Conduct a class discussion, encouraging students to use the conversation

stems learning tool.

Use teacher talk moves so students [clearly express their ideas (Goal One),
listen carefully to understand others’ ideas (Goal Two), provide evidence to
support their claims (Goal Three), establish new ways of thinking (Goal Four)].

Possible Supports During the Lesson:

e [fstudents are not providing answers similar to the Student Look-Fors:
o Ask: “What happens to Sarah and Toby? What happens to the others?”
©  Ask: “What is the cost of the flight?”
©  Ask: “Do you think the people are actually flying? Or is the act of flying
a metaphor for something else?”
o Ask: “How do the master and overseer react to the flight?” {Dif»s) )
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What is the author’'s message about the subject of
the story?

Let’s Discuss!
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~5 minutes
Directions:

®  Readtheslide.

®  Ask pairs to discuss the questions on the slide for 60 seconds.

®  Encourage students to share their responses with the class.

®  Conduct a class discussion, encouraging students to use the conversation
stems learning tool.
Use teacher talk moves so students [clearly express their ideas (Goal One),
listen carefully to understand others’ ideas {Goal Two), provide evidence to
support their claims (Goal Three), establish new ways of thinking (Goal Four)].

Possible Supports During the Lesson:
®  If students are not providing answers similar to the Student Look-Fors:

Student Look-Fors:
®  Possible student responses: The story is about the subject of slavery or
perhaps the freedom from slavery. The author is saying that slavery is
shameful and destructive, but also that people can rise above their
enslavement and free themselves.
®  Students should use the stems. This is an opportunity to famillarize them with
how to have a productive class discussion.
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. Asan exit ticket, write a theme
statement.

. Complete this sentence:

“With this story, the author
wishes to say that . .. “

Let’s Express Our Understanding!
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~5 minutes

Directions:
® Instruct students to follow the directions on the slide. They should draw on
the previous class discussion.

Possible Supports During the Lesson:
®  If students are not writing answers similar to the Student Look-Fors:
©  Ask: “Consider the writer’s (or storyteller's) purpose for te[lgng the
story. What do you think it was?” ( i’]/\ﬁkmﬂé Cu\ﬁ,[{,’él‘f
©  Ask: “What message did the author wish to get Across?”.

Student Look-Fors:
®  Sample student responses:
©  With this story, the author wishes to say that only the body can be a
slave; the mind and the spirit are always free.
O With this story, the author wishes to say that slavery is evil, and that
people have every right to run away from their captors.

s

Additional Notes:
®  Consider asking students to write their response on lined notebook paper that
they turn in at the end of the class period. When you pass it back to them,
these formative assessments should be stored under the “Assessments” tab

of their reading logs.
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In this lesson, you learned how an author’s choice
of words can impact their tone, and how tone
impacts message.

You also determined a theme for a narrative.

Let’s Close!
Teaching Notes

Suggested Pacing: ~1 minute
Directions:
e Readtheslide.
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