Logistics

This session will utilize the zoom platform to enable participants to:

* ask questions throughout the presentation from a device
e participate in polls during the session from a device
e access the presentation live from a device

Participants can begin logging in to the zoom platform now with the following link:
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/810299879
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Agenda

Logistics

Participants should log in to zoom with
the following link to ask questions and
participate in polls throughout the
session.

Join Zoom Session
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/810299879



https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/810299879&sa=D&ust=1560537486488000&usg=AFQjCNE5ReFJFD3dZE4dSngjJ_aBT2MOvQ

Building Meaningful Educational Opportunities
- for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities

Louisiana believes that all students, including students with the most significant disabilities,
should be held to the highest possible grade-level expectations. Over the past few years,
much progress has been made to deliver on this belief including:

* new Louisiana Connectors standards in ELA, mathematics, and science with aligned
instructional resources

* LEAP Connect, alternate assessment eligibility criteria revisions to Bulletin 1530

* a LEAP Connect alternate assessment aligned to the LEAP Connectors to measure
student progress

« agraduation pathway to a high school diploma for students assessed on an alternate
assessment
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== Alternate Assessment Participation Criteria-
s Bulletin 1530 Updates :

In December, BESE approved changes to Bulletin 1530, Louisiana's IEP Handbook for Students
with Exceptionalities, updating the Alternate Assessment Participation Criteria. Those
changes were finalized in April 2019.

School systems can check BESE’s Policies/Bulletins page for the updated Bulletin 1530.

School systems must fully implement these changes for the 2019-2020 school year.
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Early 1990’s 2002 by 2008

/O\O/O\c/o o

1997 by 2003 2015
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Characteristics of Students with the — —
| Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities

The term “students with the most significant disabilities” did not create or refer to a specific
disability under the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA). Rather the United States

Department of Education (USDOE) intended the term to include the small number of
students:

within one or more of the existing categories of disability under IDEA;

whose cognitive impairments may prevent them from attaining grade level achievement
standards, even with the very best instruction; and

3. who are unable to participate in the regular assessment, even with accommodations.

N —

Nationally, it’s estimated that 1.0% of students are students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities.
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Alternate Assessment By the Numbers -~
Louisiana i et

Participants will use zoom to respond to each poll. The zoom link for this activity is
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/810299879

Question 1
How many K-12 students with disabilities are currently attending public schools in Louisiana?

Question 2
How many students participated in the alternate assessment in Spring 20197
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/810299879&sa=D&ust=1560537487129000&usg=AFQjCNGdqKM6PWkYAPjbKinxmf8RTQfdOA

Alternate Assessment By the Numbers -
Wf Louisiana s

Participants will use zoom to respond to each poll. The zoom link for this activity is
https://Idoe.zoom.us/j/810299879

Question 3
What are the top three exceptionality categories for participation in the alternate

assessment for Spring 2019?

Question 4
What percentage of total alternate assessment testers do these three categories represent?
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| | Alternate Assessment By the Numbers -~
“’k Louisiana e

Participants will use zoom to respond to each poll. The zoom link for this activity is
https://ldoe.zoom.us/j/810299879

Question 5
How many students participated in the alternate assessment in Spring 20187

Question 6
What was the alternate assessment participation percentage for the state of Louisiana in
Spring 20187

Question 7
How many school systems submitted a justification for their participation in the alternate
assessment in 2018?
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Alternate Assessment Eligibility Criteria
Bulletin 1530:

Louisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities




Bulletin 1530:
Lo(lisiana’s IEP Handbook for Students with Exceptionalities

§503. Types of Alternate Assessments
A. LEAP Alternate Assessment (alternate assessment) was developed for students with
disabilities who are served under IDEA for whom there is evidence that the student has
a significant cognitive disability. The alternate assessment is a performance-based
assessment designed for students whose instructional program is aligned with the
Louisiana Connectors standards.

§505. Alternate Assessment Participation Criteria
A. LEAP Alternate Assessment (alternate assessment). To be eligible to participate in the
LEAP Alternate Assessment (alternate assessment), the IEP team must verify the
student (in grades 3-11) meets the criteria listed in this Subsection.
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Bulletin 1530:
Alternate Assessment Eligibility Criterion 1

Students Entering a High School Cohort
on or before the 2019-2020 School Year




Bulletin 1530: Current Criterion

1. For students entering a high school cohort on or before the 2019-2020 school
year, the student has a disability that significantly impacts cognitive function
and/or adaptive behavior. This may be demonstrated in the following ways.
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Crlterlon 1 - Students Entering a High School Cohort
On or Before the 2019-2020 School Year

A. For students who have not completed the fifth grade, an eligible student is functioning
3 or more standard deviations below the mean in cognitive functioning and/or
adaptive behavior.

B. For students who have completed fifth grade, an eligible student is functioning 2.3 or
more standard deviations below the mean in cognitive functioning and/or adaptive
behavior.

C. Students who have completed the fifth grade functioning between 2.0 and 2.29 or
more standard deviations below the mean in cognitive functioning and/or adaptive
behavior may be eligible for alternate assessment participation if the IEP team
provides additional empirical evidence an alternate assessment identification is
appropriate for the student.
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Bulletin 1530 Current Criteria:
Alternate Assessment Eligibility Criterion 1

Students Entering a High School Cohort
During the 2020-2021 School Year and Beyond




Criterion 1 - Students Entering a High School Cohort
- During the 2020 - 2021 School Year & Beyond

Old Criterion

Criterion 1:

The student has a disability
that significantly impacts
cognitive function and/or
adaptive behavior. This
may be demonstrated in the
following ways.

Llouisiana Believes

New Criterion
Criterion 1:

For students entering a high school cohort during the
2020 - 2021 school year and beyond, the student has a
disability that significantly impacts cognitive function.
This may be demonstrated in the following ways.



Criterion 1 - Students Entering a High School Cohort
- During the 2020 - 2021 School Year & Beyond

Old Criterion New Criterion

Criterion 1 (A) Criterion 1 (A):
For students who have not
completed the fifth grade,
an eligible student is
functioning 3 or more
standard deviations below
the mean in cognitive
functioning and/or
adaptive behavior.

A. For students who have not completed the fifth grade, an
eligible student is functioning 3 or more standard
deviations below the mean in cognitive functioning.
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Criterion 1 - Students Entering a High School Cohort
- During the 2020 - 2021 School Year & Beyond

Old Criterion New Criterion

Criterion 1 (B) Criterion 1 (B):
For students who have
completed fifth grade, an
eligible student is
functioning 2.3 or more
standard deviations below
the mean in cognitive
functioning and/or
adaptive behavior.

B. For students who have completed fifth grade, an eligible
student is functioning 2.3 or more standard deviations
below the mean in cognitive functioning.
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- Criterion 1 - Students Entering a High School Cohort
- During the 2020 - 2021 School Year & Beyond

Old Criterion

Criterion 1 (C)

Students who have completed
the fifth grade functioning
between 2.0 and 2.29 or more
standard deviations below the
mean in cognitive functioning
and/or adaptive behavior may be
eligible for alternate assessment
participation if the IEP team
provides additional empirical
evidence an alternate assessment
identification is appropriate for
the student.
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New Criterion
Criterion 1 (C):

C. Students who have completed the fifth grade functioning
between 2.0 and 2.29 or more standard deviations
below the mean in cognitive functioning and with
deficits in adaptive behavior may be eligible for
alternate assessment participation if the IEP team
provides additional empirical evidence an alternate
assessment identification is appropriate for the student.



Bulletin 1530 Current Criteria:

Alternate Assessment Eligibility
Criteria 2 & 3 All Students




Old Criterion

Criterion 2

The student requires
extensive modified
instruction aligned with the
Louisiana extended
standards to acquire,

maintain, and generalize
skills.

Criterion 2 w+
All Students

New Criterion

Criterion 2:

. The student requires direct individualized instruction and

substantial supports to achieve measurable gains on the
challenging state academic content standards for the
grade in which the student is enrolled.

Llouisiana Believes
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i New Criterion 3 _
f All Students SA

The decision to include the student in an alternate assessment is not solely based on the following:
a. student’s educational placement;

b. excessive or extended absences;

c. disruptive behavior;

d. English language proficiency;

e. student’s reading level or academic level;

f. student’s disability according to Bulletin 1508;

g. social, cultural, and/or economic differences;

h. anticipated impact on school performance scores;

i. administrative decision;

j. expectation that the student will not perform well on the LEAP 2025 or other statewide
assessments;

k. the student’s previous need for accommodation(s) to participate in general state or district-wide
assessments.
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Implications for IEP Teams

|
It is the IEP team’s responsibility to determine how a student will participate in state assessments
and whether accommodations are required to enable the student to participate in state

assessments.

BESE policy outlines specific criteria a student must meet to participate in the LEAP Connect
alternate assessment. IEP teams are responsible for determining if a student should participate in
the LEAP Connect alternate assessment, based on the state’s criteria.

If the IEP team determines that a student will not participate in the regular assessment, the team
is required to:
® identify why the regular assessment is not appropriate for the student and how they will be
assessed, such as through an alternate assessment
® inform parents that their child’s achievement will be measured on alternate standards
® inform parents of any implications of their child’s participation in LEAP Connect or possible
delays to completing the requirements for a diploma

Llouisiana Believes



Applying the State’s Eligibility Criteria
Activity




l}lternate Assessment Eligibility Criteria - Case Study #1

DEPARTMENT of

Case Study Questions: EDUCATION Teacher Leader Summit

louisiana Believes Alternate Assessment Presentation Handouts

Alternate Assessment Eligibility Criteria

1. Based on the limited information provided SR
does this StUdent meet eligibility criteria to ® O-year-old, 3rd grade student receiving the majority of her special education services in a separate

p a rt i Ci p a te i n t h e a Ite r n a t e a S S e SS m e n t ? . :—Ier xjstruction in ELA and mathematics is based on the 3rd grade connectors, with a few of those goals

having crossed into the 3rd grade level regular standards (decision made at this IEP and instructional
change to take place with [EP implementation starting this week: state assessments begins soon)

® It is predicted that this student will not perform well on the LEAP 2023 assessment in the spring; a

2 . W h a t d a t a Wa S u S e d to C O m e to t h i S combination of anxiety and potential impact on proficient scores for the school were discussed

e Her current teacher adaptive behavior scores fell -1.0 standard deviations below the mean and her parent
adaptive behavior assessment scores were -1.2 standard deviations below the mean. Cognitive

C O n C I u s I O n ? functioning scores fell -3.1 standard deviations below the mean.

e She is independent with dressing and using the restroom and can navigate the cafeteria at lunch with
support; the paraprofessional needs to provide prompts for this routine early in the year and then only
when the typical routine changes

3. IS there additional information that Would ® Student requires prompts to start and complete most academic tasks

e Student is able to verbally communicate most needs and wants with phrases and full sentences, but

h a Ve h e I p e d i n d e Ci d i n g t h e m O St requires prompting to stay on topic when participating in conversation

e Student can write her own name when prompted, but is not able to express ideas using written words on

appropriate assessment for this student? If o . |
e Student enjoys interacting with others, but often requires structured settings and activities in order to
so, what information?

independently interact and respond within a known routine

e Most instructional activities are highly individualized with instruction happening in short duration, high
frequency, and high intensity
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_hfl}lternate Assessment Eligibility Criteria - Case Study #2

DEPARTMENT of

Case StUdy Questions: EDUGATION Teacher Leader Summit

louisiana Believes Alternate Assessment Presentation Handouts

1. Based on the limited information provided Altrmats fssessin s nElgibiloy Cisesra
Case Study #2
does this student meet eligibility criteria to o Lyearold 5t radestodnt

o« . . —I) e Student is eligible for services under Autism

p a rt I C I p a te I n t h e a Ite r n a t e a S S e SS m e nt . e His adaptive behavior scores are reported as -2.5 standard deviations below the mean by his teacher and
his cognitive functioning is reported as -2.4 standard deviations below the mean

e He has been identified since age 3 and has received special education services since that time, including
speech/language and social work services

e He attends the regular 5th grade mathematics class and has earned “B”'s every marking period; his STAR

2.  What data was used to come to this
. mathematics assessment GE score in the fall was 5.6 and 5.2 this past winter; all mathematics instruction
C O n C I u s I O n ? is based on the General 5th grade content standards

e Student has struggled with reading and content that is dependent on written and verbal language: I
participates in regular science and social studies classes, but the IEP team has determined that
progression in the EL A classroom 1s not possible and receives ELA instruction in the resource program

3 . I S t h e re a d d it i o n a I i n fo r m at i O n t h at WO u I d e His instruction in ELA has focused on trying to help the student meet the target Louisiana connectors for

ELA. which he is working toward but has not yet achieved; instruction in the resource program also
h a e h e I e d 1 n d e C H d 1 n t h e m OSt focuses on issues related to conversational language, with other issues related to staying on topic and
V p I I I g how to organize thoughts in written word

. . e Student has friends in his regular classroom and is able to maintain appropriate interpersonal
a p p ro p rl a te a SS e S S m e n t fo r t h I S St u d e n t ? If relationshi;s but does re:;uixe social Z;:ills tmmin; to ensure interaction with unknown ;xdi':iduals 1s
appropriate
hat inf P, M g LI W W TR LT
r participation in the general education classes is accommodated with the use of a behavior
S O’ W at I n O r m a t I O n im;rc\'emm( plan (BIP) and the presence of ;par;professional in science and social studies to assist
with written tasks; he participates in mathematics independently with the BIP in place

Llouisiana Believes
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Case Study Questions:

1. Based on the limited information provided
does this student meet eligibility criteria to
participate in the alternate assessment?

2. What data was used to come to this
conclusion?

3. Is there additional information that would
have helped in deciding the most
appropriate assessment for this student? If
so, what information?

Teacher Leader Summit
Alternate Assessment Presentation Handouts

Alternate Assessment Eligibility Criteria
Case Study #3
16-year old, 10th grade student in a self-contained special education classroom

Participates in two regular classes: visval media arts—where the student takes pictures and creates visual
art using the computer, and wood shop

During the last [EP meeting, the team determined that the student’s instruction should shift targeting
some on grade level skills in ELA and mathematics to aligning instruction to the Louvisiana Connectors,
based on lack of progress and updated assessment scores

Scered 2.0 on recent cognitive functioning assessment, however, was not administered an adaptive
behavior assessment

When reading is required, he accesses printed material by having it read to him; has an electronic
version of each textbook and uses a text-to-speech function to access the material

Has a few friends within the special education classroom, friendships that extend beyond the classroom
and the school day: socially interacts appropriately in elective classes, though is sometimes perceived as
socially immature; needs prompting to stay on topic and to read cues from others he is communicating
with

In the past, has often needed to practice social situations before they occur and has had success with
extensive vse of social stories; reliance on this has faded over time

The student has been successful with some daily living skills independently, but still requires a great
deal of scaffolding and assistance with self-advocacy and task planning

Will be transitioning to a partial day job training program with a job coach and has had success with
independent job tasks involving a routine, where the job coach could be faded back to observer only

Student is expected to complete high school in more than four years using a personal curriculum
Wants to attend a community college or trade school and secure a job of his own after high school

The IEP team supports this goal and has included transition services to help
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SER Enhancements

|

BESE bulletin 1530 contains high school cohort specific language that requires IEP teams to apply
grade level specific criteria when determining participation in the alternate assessment.

The Department is adding additional enhancements to the SER system to incorporate these policy
changes. These enhancements include:

* Change or delete evaluation results on Evaluation page

e “Instruction Aligned to Louisiana Connectors” checkbox on Instruction Plan pages
 LEAP Connect assessment choices on Program Services page

* New LEAP Connect forms (based on cohort or grade for the 2018-2019 SY)

* Additional Documentation (Criterion 1.C.)

Llouisiana Believes



SER Enhancements
Evaluation Results

Re-Evaluation

issi q 4
iy P01y x|E
Disseminated Date: :l B
Re vt Reaso:

Evaluation Coordinator
i
s I Y | 1

Evaluation Exceptionality

Exceptionality Primary Exceptionality Exceptionality Detail
View / Edit Intellectual Disability - Severe Yes
Evaluation Results .
@ Add New
Assessment Type Assessment Completed Assessment Name Standard Deviation Respondent
Intellectual Functioning / Cognitive Assessments Yes Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence (WPPSI) 5/7/2019 -3.00
Adaptive Behavior Assessments. Yes Scales of Independent Behavior - Revised (SIB) 5/6/2019 -3.00 Teacher
Extension Participant Add Multiple  Medical Diagnosis Add Multiple

Reason: |- SELECT OV - v [-seLecTone- V] [Asd] [- seLect one - Mz
e —| ool

Extension Date Approved Days
Record Information
Created On:  2/4/2019 4:17:48 PM Created By:  sertrainl

Modified On: ~ 2/4/2019 4:17:48 PM Modified By: sertrainl
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SER Enhancements <
~Instructional Plan Page(s)

IEP Forms | 3. Instructional Plan i
® ==

Instructional Plan S 0)

bl Add New

Num. Educational Need Area Content Area ESY Instruction

A - Not Selected - NO Edit Delete

idmml Need I __ SELECT ONE — vl
rea

Content Area
S—

[] ESY Instruction

[ Targeted for Secondary Transition

[C] Act 833 applied

| Coursa: T
Level of i <hi and =2
-~
N
i/ =7 Goal:
-~
N
Fuet el sof |- SELECT ONE — ~|

Additional Methods | I
of

Date Goal Achieved I| |g
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- SER Enhancements
~ Program Services Page

1EP Forms |5. Program Services

»

¥

LOUISIANA EDUCATION ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (LEAP) @)

Regular Assessments O |

(®) LEAP Connect — For a 12th grade student who is eligible to participate in LEAP
Alternate Assessment Connect, continue selecting this option even though the student is not required to test
during the 12th grade year. (Please complete the LEAP Connect form)

LAA 2 - select content area(s)

The LAA 2 will no longer be administered in grades 4-8 starting with the 14-15 school
year. |IEP teams may continue to check these boxes for eligible students who have
entered a high school cohort in 13-14 or before and those students will continue to have
access to the LAA 2 graduation exams.

[ |ELA [ 'Math | |Science | | Social Studies
() This option should be selected only under one of the following two conditions:

None - Preki g through d grade students
- Graduating seniors who have p d the required comp its of the exit examination
The ACT nent requires separate d ntation and approval for local, state, and ACT approved accommodations as outlined in the

Procedures for Requesting ACT Test Accommodations.

)

ONo  OYes (Please complete the Act 833 form)

O Promotion O Graduation

Regular Classes @)
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SER Enhancements
LEAP Connect Forms *

Entering a high school cohort on or before the 2019-2020 school year

| Note: This irst poge is

foeier o e | Alternate Assessment Participation Critera
Alternate Criteria Descriptors for the
e tudents Entering a High School Cohort On or Before the 2020-2021 School Y
ip for Alternate for Students Entering a High School Cohort On or Before ear
Students Entering a High School Cohort During the 2020-2021 School Year
Leap for for whom there is evidence that the student has a Student _pos State1D.# _ Grade Envolled
i The alternate based  designed for ' School _LEA e
. 2 Check one
Individual Education Plan (IEP) respor astudent will in of ) Ointsoctt o " o
whether i for the student in the [ Other {specify exmvﬂe’\illw]
assessment. if the IEP team will in the regular statewi v the team i
required ify why iate for the student the student wil Aitemate B v -
1E7 teams. ponsi ining if a student is el it i iteri
on the state’s. ligi . The decision for a student to paruupate in the alternate below must be “Agree.”
assessment must be made annually. i
Criterion #1 - Ev ot itive Disability b,0rq)
[There must be documentation on the IEP that the it ioni
SRIERION.ONE student Is functioning within the standard 2)
o g deviation requirement for the cognitive disability 523 or more &
The suidest has 2 chsatity or uuliple diabiftie: and, as described for Criterion 1.C., adaptive ) between2.0end 229 or grade, has
tha ity impact coprvefnctnig w1, behovirand empiial itence o reqire. it nadts s ;
a5 described i iterion 1.C., adaptive bahavior!. assessment identification is appropriate for the student.
ngrme e S S o e iE
[The 1EP must reflect the student’s need for Criterion #2- Evidence of Instructional Needs and Curricular Alignment
i WO individualized instruction to cbtain measurable
gains on IEP goals and objectives aligned with the Agree  Disagree
The student requires individualized instruction Louisiana Connectors developed for students chatenging state academic content tancards =) for the grade in which th : The lEP
aligned with the Louisiana Connectors and participating in alternate assessment. The IEP may must contain goslz ive: sligned
substantial supports to achieve measurable ? S %
gains on the Louisiana Connectors for the ::cm:;" ':’t:“;::d:h"mm m::‘ t:h Criterion #3 - Student Safeguards
gnaemwmmmmmmnmned St becs o ine nt which result from his o Agree Disagree ision to i in aiternate.
her disability, such as functional skills or social skills 5
1 the stucent’s placement
Sawhpmas 2. excezzive or extended sbzence:
3. disruptive behavior
4. Engizh language proficency
CRITERION THREE: fThe IEP team should review all relevant information : "“:‘f :":;;5 evel e R
e i o o e st e i
The decision to include the student in alternate alternate assessment is not based solely on the S
assessiment I not based sclely on specific factors listed in this criterion, The s
ekl factors. participation of a student in the alternate 10. the expectation that the tudent will not perform well on the LEAP 2025 or other statewide aszezsments
11, the stucent’ participate in azezments
notbean R
10 bypass state testing polky.
wic <
e
ignature requirea
g i signature
“Special Equcation Teacher  *Reguiar Ecusation Tescher, f parti i
Tite/Signature
Titie/Sigrature
Revised 04/2019 “Title/Signature
Ny - *Requirea Sgpatures
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SER Enhancements
LEAP Connect Forms *

-
.o L3 L3
Entering a high school cohort during the 2020 — 2021 school year and beyon
[ e e andi o rrom | Alternate Assessment Particiation Criteria
Alternate icipation Criteria Descriptors for the
. o . o o H
o o Aernare Students Entering a High School Cohort On o Before the 2020-2021 School Year
Students Entering a High School Cohort During the 2020-2021 School Year
LEAP for for whom there is evidence that the student has a Student -bos State LD #  Grade Enrolled
i The alternate based it designed for ' School _LEA e
. i 2 Check one
Individual Education Plan (IEP) respor astudent will in of ) . Ointsoctt o
whether i for the student in the [ Other {specify exmvmen:hw]
assessment. if the IEP team i will icipate in the regular statewi v the team s
required ify why i iate for the student the student wil e Aitemate B v -
1E7 teams. ponsi ining if a student s el it i iteri
on the state’s. ligi . The decision for a student to paruupate in the alternate below must be “Agree.”
assessment must be made annualy. i
Criterion #1. i gnit itive Dizability b,orc)
[There must be documentation on the IEP that the it ioni
CRITERION ONE: student Is functioning within the standard )
i g deviation requirement for the cognitive disability b)23 or more &
The suidest has 2 chsatity or uuliple diabiftie: and, as described for Criterion 1.C., adaptive ) between2.0end 229 or grade, has
tha ity impact coprvefnctnig w1, beheriorand empekaleience s s reured. s i s ;
33 gescribed i critarion 1.C., acaptive behaior’. azzezzment icentification i 3ppropriate for the student.
ngrme e T SETS St
[The 1EP must reflect the student’s need for Criterion #2- Evidence of Instructional Needs and Curricular Alignment
o T individualized instruction to cbtain measurable
gains on IEP gosls and objectives aligned with the Agree  Disagree
The student requires individualized instruction Louisiana Connectors develoged for students chatiengingstae academic content stanéards | =) for the grade in which the : The i£?
aligned with the Louisiana Connectors and participating in alternate assessment. The IEP may must contain goslz ive: sligned
substantial supports to achieve measurable ? S %
gains on the Louisiana Connectors for the :;‘" ‘m:;" ':t:“ 3 :‘: :h’m'm mlh:‘ t:h Criterion #3 - Student Safeguards
gnaemwmmmmmmnmned er needs of the student which result from his or Agree Disagree ision t0 & in akemate
her disability, such as functional skills or social skills 5
1 the stucent’s pacement
Sawhpmas 2. excezsive or extended sbsences
3. disruptive behavior
2 Engish language proficency
CRITERION THREE: The IEP team should review all relevant information : "“:‘f :":;’;5 evel e T
toverify that the decision to include a studentin = ‘:ﬂ o ;}:ﬁy ::;:«:::‘:.:;x
The decision to include the student in alternate. alternate assessmentis not based solely on the Zites
assessiment I not based sclely on specific factors listed in this criterion, The s
Ctain factors. participation of a student in the alternate 10. the expectation that the stucent will ot perform well on the LEAP 2025 or other statewide azzezzment
11.the sucent participate in amezsments
notbean %
10 bypass state testing polky.
e <
e
ignature requirea
g i Signature
“Special Equcation Teacher  *Reguiar Ecusation Tescher, f parti i
Tite/Signature
Titie/Sigrature
Revised 04/2019 “Title/Signature
y o *Requirea Sgpatures

louisiana Believes

36



SER Enhancements
Additional Documentation Crition 1.C

Revised Version

Students Entering a High School Cohort On or Before the 2019-2020 School Year
Additional Documentation for using Criterion 1.c.

Alternate Assessment Participation Criteria
Students Entering a High School Cohort On or Before the 2019-2020 School Year

Additional Documentation for using Criterion 1.c.

;mdhﬂ—ﬂm&-—:dmm StudentDOB  State L.D. # Grade Enrolled School LEA  Date =
for aiterion.) Health Descriptors.
RN T e Criterion 1.C. teams to i L the Issues! Classroom  |Note: Ratings here may be more reflective of
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Additional Documentation for Criterion 1.C.
Activity




Case Study Discussion Questions:

1. Based on the limited information provided
were you able to complete the additional
evidence page for criterion 1.c.?

2. What data was used for each descriptor to
determine a rating?

3. Is there additional information that would
have helped in determining a rating? If so,
what information?

) Case Study - Applying Criterion 1.C. s
e Case Study #1 B

DEPARTMENT of

EDUGATION Teacher Leader Summit

louisiana Believes Alternate Assessment Presentation Handouts

Alternate Assessment Eligibility Criterion 1.c Additional Documentation

Case Study #1

16-year old, 10th grade student in a self-contained special education classroom, but participates in two
regular classes: visual media arts—where the student takes pictures and creates visual art using the
computer, and wood shop

During the last [EP meeting, the team determined that the student’s instruction should shift targeting
some on grade level skills in ELA and mathematics to aligning instruction to the Louisiana Connectors,
based on lack of progress and updated assessment scores

Scored 2.0 on recent cogaitive functioning assessment, however, was not administered an adaptive
behavior assessment

When reading is required, he accesses printed material by having it read to him; has an electronic
version of each textbook and uses a text-to-speech function to access the material

Has a few friends within the special educathon classroom, friendships that extend beyond the classroom
and the school day: socially interacts appropriately in elective classes, though is sometimes perceived as
socially immature; needs prompting to stay on topic and to read cues from others he is communicating
with

In the past, has often needed to practice social situations before they occur and has had success with
extensive use of social stories; reliance on this has faded over time

The student has been successful with some daily living skills independently. but still requires a great
deal of scaffolding and assistance with self-advocacy and task planning

Will be transitioning to a partial day job training program with a job coach and has had success with
independent job tasks involving a routine, where the job coach could be faded back to observer only

Student is expected to complete high school in more than four years using a personal curriculum

Wants to attend a community college or trade school and secure a job of his own after high school
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e Case Study - Applying Criterion 1.C. -~

5 Case Study #2 $oo

Case Study Discussion Questions:

1. Based on the limited information provided
were you able to complete the additional
evidence page for criterion 1.c.?

2. What data was used for each descriptor to
determine a rating?

3. Is there additional information that would
have helped in determining a rating? If so,
what information?

DEPARTMENT of

EDUGAT'“N Teacher Leader Summit

louisiona Believes Alternate Assessment Presentation Handouts

Alternate Assessment Eligibility Criterion 1.c Additional Documentation

Case Study #2

10-year-old, 4th grade student enrolled in an elementary self-contained special education program and
attends school about 80% of the time (when he is absent it is usually due to medical appointments)

Student is paraplegic, lives at home with parents and requires assistance with personal care, though he
can feed himself basic finger foods with supervision (most food is fed orally by a caregiver)

Requires regular assistance with daily living skills at school, and while he does not have a 1:1 aide
assigned to him, he has regular access to a paraprofessional in a classroom with seven students, one
teacher and two paraprofessionals

Typically does not interact with peers, but likes attention from caregivers and familiar adults

C icates through a combination of limited vocalization and use of an electronic communication
device with a limited functional vocabulary

Can point to familiar objects when prompted to do so and is also adept in indicating a choice
Is able to identify and count numbers to 5 by pointing to the numbers in print

Instruction is very individualized and academics are based primarily on the Louisiana Connectors with
low range of complexity; within some domains of ELA and mathematics, skills have been broken down
into additional scaffolding to target basic foundational skills

Learning to navigate an electric wheelchair, but still requires a great deal of assistance given limitations
from mild tremors in the upper extremities

Reads basic sight words in print using electronic communication device

Cognitive abilities are limited and very hard to assess
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iy Case Study - Applying Criterion 1.C. -~

e o Case Study #3 Fo= o

Case Study Discussion Questions:

1. Based on the limited information provided
were you able to complete the additional
evidence page for criterion 1.c.?

2. What data was used for each descriptor to
determine a rating?

3. Is there additional information that would
have helped in determining a rating? If so,
what information?

DEPARTMENT of

EDUGATIGN Teacher Leader Summit

louisiana Believes Alternate Assessment Presentation Handouts

Alternate Assessment Eligibility Criterion 1.c Additional Documentation

Case Study #3

12 year old 6th grade student with an exceptionality of Other Health Impaired

Diagnosed with a neurological disorder, but cogaition is difficult to assess due to mode of
communication and motor skill deficits

Experiences issues with her mood, cardiac function, chewing, swallowing and digestion

Symptoms presented after an early period of apparently normal or near normal development until she
was about 24 months old when she experienced a stagnation of skills

Period of regression followed and she lost communication skills, ability to walk and purposeful use of
her hands

Her eye contact and use of both high and low tech communication devices increased around
Kindergarten

Communicates mostly with an ej.'el gaze voice output device, because she is able to control her eye
movement

Occastonally walks with assistance, but tires easily and uses a wheelchair that is pushed by peers

Experiences a full range of emotions and exhibits her engaging personalities as she takes part in social,
educational, and recreational activities at home and in the community

Tells stories through the use of her eye gaze communication device, but the stories are not related to text
or topic of conversation

Struggles to follow directions that involve movement. but is able to follow directions when prompted to
use her eye gaze system

Counts with her communication device when the numbers are arranged in numerical order
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In March, the Department launched a new hub page

Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities

with a comprehensive list of tools and resources for
educators and families to support students with
significant cognitive disabilities, including

Family Resources

Classroom Supports

Assessment Resources

High School Pathways Information
BESE Policy Bulletins

The new web page also links to a new library that
indexes academic and policy resources.

STUDENTS WITH SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE
DISABILITIES

Louisiana believes that all students, including students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities, should be held to the highest possible grade-level
expectations. Much progress has been made to deliver on this belief including:

o the Louisiana Connectors standards in english language arts, mathematics,
and science with aligned instructional resources,

e a LEAP Connect alternate assessment aligned to the Louisiana Connectors
to measure student progress, and

« an established graduation pathway to a high school diploma for students
assessed on an alternate assessment.

To support these unique learners, the Department provides tools and resources to
educators and families, including

e Family Resources

e Classroom Supports

e Assessment Resources

¢ High School Pathways Information

e BESE Policy Bulletins

To learn more, please click on the button below.

RESOURCES TO SUPPORT STUDENTS
WITH SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DISABILITIES

Llouisiana Relieves

43


https://www.google.com/url?q=http://louisianabelieves.com/students-with-disabilities/students-with-significant-cognitive-disabilities&sa=D&ust=1560537489840000&usg=AFQjCNGPBknICLcd0WFOPYFY-W01udj9CQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/Students-with-Significant-Cognitive-Disabilities&sa=D&ust=1560537489840000&usg=AFQjCNGxD8cmnxGBLoOXxNSRr8WosHZWGA

Resources and Supports

The Department has released tools and resources to help school systems navigate these
changes:

Alternate Assessment Eligibility Criteria Decision Tree (NEW)

Alternate Assessment Eligibility Additional Documentation (NEW)
Alternate Assessment Eligibility FAQ for IEP Teams (updated March 2019)
Bulletin 1530 Revisions Document

Alternate Assessment Webinar (February 2019)

Alternate Assessment Webinar Slide Deck
Evaluation Updates in SER Q&A for School Systems
SER evaluation results and alternate assessment eligibility report
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/alternate-assessment-eligibility-faq-for-iep-teams.pdf?sfvrsn%3D6&sa=D&ust=1560537490335000&usg=AFQjCNFngaN1HsmJHWbCXouoiovYSbaWuA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/academics&sa=D&ust=1560537490335000&usg=AFQjCNG85zl6Irc0neDwXK9wxSSg_ZWFxg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3Drd_6KNYxNVc%26feature%3Dyoutu.be&sa=D&ust=1560537490336000&usg=AFQjCNFAgpA9cIDJ_b79bCRPFH8Y0CjP9g
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/bulletin-1530-alternate-assessment-webinar.pdf?sfvrsn%3D67259e1f_10&sa=D&ust=1560537490336000&usg=AFQjCNFty8MRXDxnfoyZnYvTu-_X0z7qDw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/evaluation-updates-in-ser-q-a-for-school-systems.pdf?sfvrsn%3D4&sa=D&ust=1560537490337000&usg=AFQjCNHEI3dtBOx5cu2mQIr7iyX_V67ueg




| Trainings

The Department is hosting additional training and support opportunities:

e SER webinar trainings on July 11, 2019 and July 17, 2019

e July webinar trainings on completing the alternate assessment participation review process
for school systems exceeding 1.0% participation
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I Exceeding 1.0% Participation

The state’s eligibility criteria exists to help ensure only students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities participate in the alternate assessment.

Each year school systems must review their alternate assessment participation data to verify
whether they are over the 1.0 percent threshold. School systems exceeding 1.0 percent
participation must take additional actions:

e review alternate assessment participation data for disproportionality amongst ESSA
subgroups;

e submit an alternate assessment review request form (to meet requirements of Bulletin
111);
submit an alternate assessment justification form (to meet federal requirements); and
submit up to 11 student specific files for review by the Department.
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~ Alternate Assessment Participation Review Process

Submit Submit
Justification Form Student Records
(End July/Beg. Aug.) (End July/Beg. Aug.)

v/ review data to verify o describe disproportionality data ¢ describe reasons the ¥ submit requested
system is over 1.0 exceeded 1.0 percent were in place Jan.

percent participation v/ if needed,. provide f:lCtIO.n plan to oarticipation in the Ath:
address disproportionality

/ if over 1.0 percent alternate assessment _
e s » / verify IEP team members were or e evaluation reports
jOIﬂb.the gUIdance will be trained on EIIgIbIIIty v provide assurance the
webinar criteria school system e paper IEPs, if

v/ review data to v verify evaluation results are reviewed data and negded (”.EPS can be
determine if there is entered in SER followed eligibility reviewed in SER)
any disproportionality criteria

v review student files for eligibility

by subgrou L )
y group criteria compliance
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