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Define Purpose

Session Overview

● The goal of this session is to help 
participants gain knowledge about 
the importance of early and accurate 
identification for young children ages 
birth to five.

● This session will help participants 
better understand the purpose of 
developmental screening. 
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Objectives
By the end of this session, participants will be able to:
● explain the importance of developmental screening and describe how 

screening results can be used to support young children with disabilities;
● describe the steps involved in the developmental screening process for 

children ages birth to five; and
● identify key resources and materials that support developmental 

screening.
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LDOE Education Priorities and 
High-Quality Professional Learning Cycle 5



Louisiana’s Education Priorities
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Professional Learning Cycle
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High-Quality Professional Learning Cycle



The Importance of Early Identification Through 
Developmental Screening 8



Receive New Learning

Early and Accurate Identification

● Early and accurate identification 
allows the IFSP/IEP team to clearly 
determine the child’s present level of 
academic and functional performance.  

● Goals are more meaningful and 
effective when linked to accurate 
present levels of academic and 
functional performance.
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Receive New Learning

Early and Accurate Identification
Appropriately identifying young children         
with disabilities is critical for ensuring that 
learners receive the supports needed to 
meet early milestones and succeed in 
school.

● According to the CDC, developmental 
delays, learning disorders, and 
behavioral problems are estimated to 
affect 1 in every 6 children. 

● Fewer than 30% of young children with 
disabilities are identified as needing 
help before school begins. 
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Receive New Learning

The Importance of Early Identification
Children who receive early intervention for 
developmental delays are more likely to 
graduate from high school, hold jobs, and live 
independently. To identify students EARLY: 

● Choose and administer a screening 
assessment to every child upon entry into 
the system: in child care, prekindergarten, 
or kindergarten. 

● Schedule regular diagnostic screenings for 
every child: cognitive, speech/language, 
well-being, fine/gross motor and 
vision/hearing. 

Early Childhood Developmental Screenings 
Guidebooks 11

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N9ymDpSMDPuLlZX6ehRgBwHgP_u5WJxW8dGBMNCDfbw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=10
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=10


Receive New Learning

Coordinating Accurate Identification
Early identification leads to more accurate identification by:
● intervening earlier with specialized services that are aligned to the needs and 

skill gaps
● increasing the opportunities to meet developmental and academic goals

To identify students ACCURATELY: 
● Educate staff on the administration of screening assessments and how to use 

them effectively. 
● Enact a comprehensive screening and intervention plan. 
● Provide professional development for all teachers regarding the screening and 

intervention process.

Reminder:  Interventions are not required for preschool-aged children and cannot 
delay the referral process to determine eligibility for services.
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Receive New Learning

Educational Impacts of Early and 
Accurate Identification

The educational impacts of early and accurate 
identification can change the trajectory of a child’s life:

● Early and accurate identification allows the 
IFSP/IEP team to clearly determine the child's 
present level of academic and functional 
performance.

● IFSP/IEP goals that are linked to accurate present 
levels of academic and functional performance are 
more meaningful and effective.

● Meaningful goals allow service providers and 
educators to support the individual needs of the 
child to close any gaps that are present.
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Benefits of Developmental Screening 
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Receive New Learning

Developmental Screening

Developmental screening helps to 
identify developmental concerns in 
children. The ongoing process of 
screening helps to:

● support early identification
● provide caregivers and educators 

with information that will help them 
to target specific gaps in 
development

● build family engagement and 
trusting relationships.
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Receive New Learning

Purpose of Developmental Screening
Screening provides a quick snapshot of a child’s developmental status. 
Screening also indicates whether further evaluation is needed to identify 
potential difficulties that require interventions or special education services.

It is important to know that developmental screenings should

● be brief
● focus on developmental skills
● indicate the possible presence of a developmental delay
● be followed by more comprehensive and formal evaluations to confirm 

findings

16



Receive New Learning

What is a Developmental Screener?
A developmental screening is a parent-facing screening that is done by the    
parent with the help of a healthcare provider, early childhood teacher, or other 
professionals to look for developmental milestones from birth through age 5.
Developmental screening tools are

● assessments that are done to identify gaps in development;
● brief, focusing on developmental skills, and indicating the possible 

presence of a developmental delay
● used to inform the need for further screening based on specific domains 

and engage families in sharing how the child is developing
● administered at various age intervals 

○ ASQ-3 screenings can be used to track child development at any stage 
of development.
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Receive New Learning

Benefits of Developmental Screening
Developmental screening benefits children by providing them with a better 
understanding of the gaps in development to better support individual needs.

Benefits to children: 
● Screening can provide a comprehensive assessment of a child’s 

strengths and areas of needed support when it works in conjunction with 
formative assessments. 

● Screening is a reliable way to distinguish children who may benefit from 
additional assessments and ensure the right supports are implemented 
early and accurately.
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Receive New Learning

Benefits of Developmental Screening
Developmental screening benefits families by providing them with a better 
understanding of the gaps in development to better support individual needs.

Benefits to families: 
● Screening provides an opportunity to address family concerns. 
● Screening educates families on child development. 
● Screening provides a pathway to connect families to community 

resources that support their child’s individual needs.
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Receive New Learning

Developmental Screening: ASQ-3

Tools and resources that educators can use to 
monitor child development include the following:
The Ages & Stages Questionnaires®, Third 
Edition (ASQ®-3), used by pediatricians and early 
educators.  
● The questionnaires are family-friendly, are 

easy to use, and help create the snapshot 
needed to celebrate milestones and identify 
delays in development.

EarlySteps, Louisiana’s program for infants and 
toddlers with disabilities, also uses the Ages & 
Stages Questionnaire in their screening process. 
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https://agesandstages.com/products-pricing/asq3/


Receive New Learning

Benefits of Parent Reporting Screening Tools
Parent reporting screening tools provide the parents’ 
perspective on their child’s development. These screening 
tools are:
● typically highly accurate
● deliberately brief and easy for parents to complete 
● very flexible and can be sent home to be completed 

independently, taken on home visits, completed in child 
care or preschool settings, or filled out in waiting rooms

● make use of parents’ unique perspective on their child’s 
behavior and activities in various natural settings

● can become effective parent education instruments
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Receive New Learning

Who Supports Developmental Screening?
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Who Supports 
Developmental 

Screening 
How Do They Support Developmental Screening?

Families Provide key information about their child that may assist in identifying 
areas where additional support might be needed. 

Teachers 
Establish and build ongoing relationships with families so that 
conversations regarding development are happening consistently and 
concerns are addressed consistently. 

Pediatricians Screen children at well-visits and can assist in providing information 
when formal referrals are suggested. 



Receive New Learning

Who Supports Developmental Screening?
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Who Supports 
Developmental 

Screening 
How Do They Support Developmental Screening?

Early Childhood 
Programs 

Regularly work with children and families to build a culture of 
developmental monitoring. Early Childhood Programs champion 
screening and offer support when needed. 

Community 
Entities 

Educate the community in an effort to normalize the process of 
screening for all children and enlist the community’s support in 
advertising pertinent resources. 



Receive New Learning

Developmental Screening Guidance
The Louisiana Department of Education 
Developmental Screening Guidance contains

● Developmental screening background 
information 

● Recommendations on screening tools and 
periodicity 

● Recommended developmental screening tools
● Framework for screening implementation
● Developmental screening framework 

self-assessment 
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screening.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screening.pdf


Receive New Learning

Developmental Screening Guidance
The Louisiana Department of Education 
Developmental Screening Guidebook helps users do 
the following:

● Understand how children develop
● Encourage development through daily routines 

and activities 
● Establish a developmental screening and referral 

process
● Support families in children’s developmental 

progress 
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=8
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=8


Supporting Children after Screening
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Internalize & Practice

Screening and Referral Flowchart 
for Early Childhood

27

Once a child is screened, educators and families work collaboratively and use 
the screening results to make decisions that inform next steps. The flowchart 
below shows the next steps for a child who scores in the range of typical 
development after developmental screening on a developmental screening tool:

For additional information and guidance, refer to page 10 in the LDOE 
Developmental Screening Guidebook.

Educators share 
developmental 
screening results and 
assessment data with 
the family to encourage 
collaboration in 
planning for next steps.

It is determined that 
the child’s scores are 
in the typical range 
on a developmental 
screening tool. No 
referral is needed.

No formal evaluation 
or referral is needed. 
Educators will 
conduct screening at 
age-appropriate 
intervals.

1 2 3

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=b44c881f_23
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=b44c881f_23


Internalize & Practice

Early Childhood Screening and Referral Flowchart 
Once a child is screened, educators and families work collaboratively and              
use the screening results to make decisions that inform next steps. The flowchart 
below shows the next steps for a child who is in the at-risk range after 
developmental screening on a developmental screening tool:
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For additional information and guidance, refer to page 10 in the LDOE 
Developmental Screening Guidebook.

Educators share 
developmental screening 
results and assessment data 
with the family to encourage 
collaboration in planning for 
next steps.

The screening results 
indicate that the 
child’s scores are in 
the at-risk range on a 
developmental 
screening tool. 

The educators work with the 
parent to refer the child to 
the appropriate agency for a 
formal evaluation to assess 
the child’s eligibility for 
services.

1 2 3

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=b44c881f_23


Internalize & Practice

Guiding and Supporting Families Through the Referral 
Process (Ages Birth - 3) 
Once educators and families have worked together to determine the individual needs              
for the child, educators should guide families through the referral process and examine 
supports that are available. Children ages birth to three who score in the at-risk range should 
be referred to EarlySteps. The flowchart below indicates the steps that should be taken to 
maximize support for children B-3 and their families. 
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Anyone can make an Early 
Steps referral, including 
parents, teachers, and 
pediatricians. Children can 
be referred to EarlySteps by 
contacting the System Point 
of Entry (SPOE) in their 
region. 

Once the System Point of 
Entry (SPOE) receives 
the referral, the family 
will be contacted to begin 
the eligibility 
determination process.

If the child under the age of 3 
qualifies for EarlySteps, a team 
works with the family to 
develop an Individualized 
Family Service Plan (IFSP) that 
will include intervention 
services and supports.

Step 1: Refer to EarlySteps Step 2: System Point of Entry Step 3: Eligibility Determination

https://ldh.la.gov/page/139
https://ldh.la.gov/page/139
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/directory/detail/609
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/directory/detail/609
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/individualized-family-service-plans-ifsps-tips
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/publication/individualized-family-service-plans-ifsps-tips


Internalize & Practice

Supporting Children after Screening:
Ages Birth-Three
When a child age birth to three is at risk on a developmental screening tool, 
educators should encourage and support the family to refer their child to 
EarlySteps.

● To locate the EarlySteps contact in your network, please select your parish in 
the Network Resource Finder.  The EarlySteps contact is shown under the 
“Learn the Signs. Act Early” document.  
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https://actearlymap.doe.louisiana.gov/


Internalize & Practice

Guiding and Supporting Families Through the Referral 
Process (Ages 3 - 5)
Once educators and families have worked together to determine the individual needs              
for the child, educators should guide families through the referral process and examine 
supports that are available. Children ages three to five who score in the at-risk range 
should be referred to the local school system where they live. The flowchart below 
indicates the steps that should be taken to maximize support for children and families. 
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Children can be 
referred to the local 
school system by 
contacting the pupil 
appraisal office at the 
local school board 
where they live.

Once the pupil appraisal 
team receives the referral, 
the family will be 
contacted to begin the 
eligibility determination 
process.

If the child over the age of 
3 qualifies for services, a 
team works with the family 
to develop an 
Individualized  Education 
Plan (IEP). 

Step 1: 
Refer to Local School System 

Step 2: 
Pupil Appraisal

Step 3: 
Eligibility Determination

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/students-with-disabilities/individualized-education-program-(iep)#:~:text=The%20IEP%20defines%20the%20special,the%20services%20will%20be%20delivered.
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/students-with-disabilities/individualized-education-program-(iep)#:~:text=The%20IEP%20defines%20the%20special,the%20services%20will%20be%20delivered.


Building Connections to Coordinate Supports
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Implement Learning 333333

Collaborating with Partners
Cross-collaboration with community agencies to train staff on screening      
and referral processes will ensure that children receive the services they need. 

● Join EarlySteps transition meetings to discuss screening, evaluation, and 
next steps. 

● Provide referral, screening, and evaluation information to area 
pediatricians, early childhood medical professionals, and community 
agencies such as homeless shelters: Network Resource Finder  

● Work collaboratively with the pupil appraisal team to identify effective 
assessments and processes.

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/students-with-disabilities/supporting-students-with-disabilities---glossary-of-key-terms.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://actearlymap.doe.louisiana.gov/
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Coordinate Supports for Transitions
When transition goals are child-centered, ambitious, and 
aligned to the child’s present and anticipated needs in a new 
context, IFSP and IEP teams can identify and implement 
effective services, supports, and activities.

Coordinate supports around Key Transition Points, including 
from EarlySteps (birth to 3) to School System Services (3-22):

● Identify a key service provider to coordinate the 
transition. 

● Clarify how and where services and supports will be 
implemented in the new context. 

● Familiarize the student and family with the structures, 
routines and expectations of the new setting/school. 
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Connecting with Families
Educators can connect with families by using 
social media and hosting events to educate 
parents on developmental milestones and the 
screening process. 
● Use traditional methods and social media to 

provide parents with screening and 
evaluation information. 
○ Ex: Milestone Monday

● Set up regular meetings with the parents of 
identified students to share results and 
identify next steps. 
○ Ex: Milestone Nights



Implement Learning

Promising Practices
There are several promising practices that can inform educators and caregivers 
about developmental screening and the impacts of early identification: 
● Integrate materials into community entities including early childhood 

programs; pediatric practices; libraries; Women, Infant and Children (WIC) 
nutrition clinics; community parks and centers; etc.

● Facilitate parent education workshops throughout the year. Leverage 
parent leaders to message and advocate to learn about developmental 
milestones.

● Integrate training into annual onboarding for new educators and staff.
● Disseminate milestone information in all communication systems with 

families (e.g. parent/teacher conferences). 
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Next Steps
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Early Identification and Developmental 
Screening Resources
Educators can disseminate milestone information in all communication systems 
with families (e.g. parent/teacher conferences, birthday parties, family engagement 
events, bulletin boards). 

Resources that can assist families learn more about early child development 
include the following:

● Bureau of Health Developmental Screening Toolkit
● CDC Learn the Signs, Act Early
● CDC Family Resources to Share
● Sample Record-Keeping Worksheet for Families
● Child Care Resource and Referral agencies provide a resource center and 

provider training, coaching, and technical assistance. 
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https://ldh.la.gov/page/3979
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/whyActEarly.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/concerned.html
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/recordkeeping/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o-gr4PZ9W3T8ZsL6nGd0p07xVaUDy3ky/view?usp=sharing


Developmental Screening Resources
Elements of 

Identification 
Key Actions Resources 

Coordinate 
Early and 
Accurate 
Identification 

● Enact a comprehensive screening and intervention plan.
● Educate staff on the administration of screening 

assessments and how to use them effectively. 
● Choose and administer a screening assessment to every 

child upon entry into the program. 
● Collect and complete ongoing formative assessment data 

for every child. 
● Develop a sub-committee that consists of key 

stakeholders from various entities to support screening 
process.

Developmental Screening 
Guidebook 

Developmental Screening 
Toolkit 

Screening Tools for 
Children Birth to Age Five 
Years with Potential for 
Remote Administration 

Pk - 3rd Grade 
Assessment Guidance
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=8
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/early-childhood/early-childhood-developmental-screenings-guidebook.pdf?sfvrsn=8
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/3979
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/3979
https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/topics/earlyid/screening-tools-remote-administration.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/topics/earlyid/screening-tools-remote-administration.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/topics/earlyid/screening-tools-remote-administration.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/topics/earlyid/screening-tools-remote-administration.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/pre-k-to-3rd-grade-assessment-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=c10b8d1f_105
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/pre-k-to-3rd-grade-assessment-guidance.pdf?sfvrsn=c10b8d1f_105


Closing
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