
What’s New for the 2017-2018
LEAP 2025 U.S. History Assessment



Opening Task
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Take a few minutes to write down questions that you have about the new 
LEAP 2025 U.S. History assessment. 

What are some questions you have about the new high school assessments?

1…
2…
3…
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At the end of this session, participants will understand

• what to expect from the 2017-2018 U.S. History summative assessment for high school, 
by comparing the U.S. History EOC test to the new LEAP 2025 U.S. History test;

• how the changes support instruction; and

• what resources are available now and in the future to help prepare for the new tests.

Today’s Goals



Why LEAP 2025?
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To create a cohesive assessment system, grade 3 through high school, with

• a similar approach and design across grade 3 through high school;

• content that captures rigor and depth of Louisiana Student Standards in social studies 
and allows measurement of the full range of student performance, including higher-
and lower-performing students; and

• reporting that provides consistent measurement of achievement and growth/progress 
from grade 3 through high school.



Social Studies Vision
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To be productive members of society, students must be critical consumers of 
information. To develop and express informed opinions, they need to examine and 
evaluate information from an array of sources and connect that information with their 
background knowledge. To understand how events happen and why people act in 
certain ways, students must also make connections between what happened in the 
past and what is occurring in the present. To accomplish this, students must:

• use sources regularly to learn content.

• make connections among people, events, and ideas across time and place.

• express informed opinions supported by evidence from sources and outside 
knowledge. 

In social studies, this means students must delve deeply into the content so that they 
are able to develop and support claims about social studies content and concepts.

The new LEAP 2025 U.S. History and Social Studies assessments reflect this vision. 

Social Studies Vision
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Connecting the Vision to Assessment



Social Studies Vision Reflected in the 
LEAP 2025 U.S. History Assessment
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The social studies vision is reflected in the summative assessment. 

The LEAP 2025 U.S. History assessment provides students with opportunities to:

• demonstrate their understanding of U.S. history content through a variety of item types 

• engage with an array of source documents that support them in answering meaningful 
questions

• use both their prior content knowledge and the sources to develop their ideas and 
support their claims

• apply their understanding of U.S. history content and concepts to make connections 
and show relationships among ideas, people, and events within and across time and/or 
place



Assessment Approach and Design: 
What’s Similar and What’s Different?



LEAP 2025 U.S. History Design
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• Louisiana students completing U.S. history coursework will take the LEAP 2025 
U.S. History assessment that measures their knowledge of the 2011 Louisiana 
social studies standards and grade-level expectations (GLEs) for U.S. history. 

• The test design along with other information about the new five-level high 
school tests is available in the LEAP 2025 Assessment Guide for U.S. History in 
the LDOE Assessment Guidance Library. 

• Similar to the LEAP 2025 Social Studies assessments in grades 3-8, the LEAP 2025 
U.S. History assessment has a set-based design. 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/guide-assessment-structure-13-14-us-history.pdf?sfvrsn=28
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance


Comparison of Approach and Design
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How are the approach and design of the U.S. History EOC test and 
LEAP 2025 U.S. History test similar and different?



Comparison of Approach and Design
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Category U.S. History EOC LEAP 2025 U.S. History 

Content 

Standards

Items aligned to the 2011 U.S. History 

grade-level expectations (GLEs)

Items aligned to the 2011 U.S. History 

grade-level expectations (GLEs)

Sessions  Session 1: Multiple Choice

 Session 2: Task

 Session 3: Multiple Choice 

 Session 1: Item Sets and Discrete Items

 Session 2 : Task Set

 Session 3: Item Sets and Discrete Items

Total Points 52 points 76 points

Item Types  Multiple choice 

 Extended response

 Selected response (i.e., multiple choice, 

multiple select)

 Technology enhanced

 Constructed response

 Extended response

Written

Responses

 Includes an extended-response item in 

Session 2 worth up to 4 points

 Includes an extended-response item in 

Session 2 worth up to 8 points

 Includes constructed response items in 

Sessions 1 and 3 worth up to 2 points

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/social-studies-u-s-history.pdf?sfvrsn=8
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/academic-standards/social-studies-u-s-history.pdf?sfvrsn=8


LEAP 2025 U.S. History Operational Test Design
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Test 
Session

Component Number of Source 
Documents per Set 
and Discrete Item

Number and Types of 
Questions

Number 
of 

Points

Time 
Allowed

Session 1
4 Item Sets 3 or more

18 Selected Response
4 Technology Enhanced
1 Constructed Response 33 X minutes

Discrete Stand-alone Items 0, 1, or 2 5 Selected Response

Session 2 1 Task Set 4 or more
4 Selected Response
1 Extended Response

12 X minutes

Session 3
4 Item Sets 3 or more

16 Selected Response
4 Technology Enhanced
1 Constructed Response 31 X minutes

Discrete Stand-alone Items 0, 1, or 2 5 Selected Response

Total 
Operational 

Form

8 Item Sets
1 Task Set

10 Discrete Stand-alone 
Items

48 Selected Response
8 Technology Enhanced
2 Constructed Response

1 Extended Response

76 X minutes



LEAP 2025 U.S. History Test Design
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Test Session Component Number and Types of 
Questions

Number 
of Points

Time 
Allowed

Total 
Operational 

Form

8 Item Sets
1 Task Set

10 Discrete Stand-alone Items

48 Selected Response
8 Technology Enhanced
2 Constructed Response

1 Extended Response

76

X minutes

Total
Embedded 
Sets/Items

2 Item Sets
6 Discrete Stand-alone Items 

(embedded across 
Sessions 1 and 3)

16 Selected Response
4 Technology Enhanced or 

Constructed Response
N/A

The operational LEAP 2025 U.S. History test form contains eight item sets, ten discrete 
stand-alone items, and a task set. The U.S. History assessment also includes embedded 
field-test items (two item sets and six selected-response items). Only a student’s 
performance on the operational sets and discrete stand-alone items will count towards 
a student’s final score. The field-test questions do not count towards a student’s final 
score on the test; they provide information that will be used to develop future test 
forms. 



LEAP 2025 U.S. History
Item and Task Sets
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Category Item Sets Task Set

Sessions Appear in Sessions 1 and 3 Appears in Session 2

Sources 3 or more related source documents 4 or more related source documents

Item Types  Selected response (i.e., multiple choice, 

multiple select)

 Technology enhanced 

 Constructed response

 Selected response (i.e., multiple choice, 

multiple select)

 Extended response

Number of 

Items

5-7 items 5 items

Rubrics  Constructed-response item scored using 

an item-specific rubric with a 0-to-2 

point scale

 Extended-response item scored using a two-

dimensional rubric that measures content 

and claims; the rubric for each dimension has 

a 0-to-4 point scale

Resources 

and Tools

 Online platform tools and features  Extended-Response Checklist 

 Online platform tools and features

Total Points

Per Set

5-8 points

*depends on total number of items and 

item types in a given set

12 points



Source Documents
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Sets and discrete items include a variety of source documents, such as:

• excerpts from text-based primary and/or secondary sources

• authentic and/or reproductions of historical maps 

• charts, tables, and/or graphs 

• timelines and/or series of events

• illustrations, paintings, and/or photographs 

• historical posters and/or political cartoons

• graphic organizers and/or diagrams



U.S. History EOC vs. LEAP 2025 U.S. History 
Sessions 1 and 3 Experience
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Using a Chrome browser, visit the Online Tools Training (OTT)

• Work through items 1-4 and reflect on the items and experience.

• Then, work through items 5-10 and reflect on the items and experience.

Username: HIST

Password: test701

Answer keys, rubrics, and scoring notes for items 5-10 are available in the sample 
U.S. History Item Set – Political Machines and Progressive Reforms located in the 
LDOE Released and Sample Items Library.

The LEAP 2025 U.S. History OTT will be available under the high school/EOC path in Fall 2017.

https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-u-s-history-item-set---political-machines-and-progressive-reforms.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/released-and-sample-test-items


Discussion
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• With a partner, discuss the differences between the two experiences and groups of 
items.

• Briefly jot down some notes about how the new item types and design affect 
instructional decisions.



Selected Response (SR)
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Selected-Response (SR) Items

• Appear in sets and as stand-alone items

• Worth one point 

• Includes multiple-choice (MC) and multiple-select (MS) items

• Multiple Choice (MC)

• Asks students to choose one correct answer from four answer options

• Multiple Select (MS)

• Includes more than four answer options 

• Asks students to select two or more correct answers 

• Always identifies in boldface print the number of correct answers required



Selected Response: Multiple Choice (MC)
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Selected Response: Multiple Select (MS)
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Technology-Enhanced Items (TEIs)
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• Appear at or near the end of item sets

• Uses interactive technology (e.g., drag-and-drop, text select, drop-down menu) to 
capture students’ understanding of content and concepts

• Worth two points, and students can earn partial credit (1 point)

• For a summary of the different kinds of TEIs, refer to Technology-Enhanced Item Types 
Available in INSIGHT

• Online Tools Training (OTT) will allow students to practice answering TEIs to prepare for 
the computer-based test

• Use the link, usernames, and passwords in the Practice Test Quick Start Guide to access 
the Social Studies Practice Tests for grades 5-8 and experience different TEI types and 
formats.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/technology-enhanced-item-types-available-in-insight.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/practice-test-quick-start-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=20


Technology-Enhanced Item (TEI)
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Constructed Response (CR)
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• Appears at the end of some item sets

• Asks students to write a brief response to demonstrate their understanding of 
content and concepts

• Worth up to 2 points

• Scored using a an item-specific rubric



Constructed Response (CR)
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Constructed Response (CR)
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LEAP 2025 U.S. History
Item and Task Sets
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Category Item Sets Task Set

Sessions Appear in Sessions 1 and 3 Appears in Session 2

Sources 3 or more related source documents 4 or more related source documents

Item Types  Selected response (i.e., multiple choice, 

multiple select)

 Technology enhanced

 Constructed response

 Selected response (i.e., multiple choice, 

multiple select)

 Extended response

Number of 

Items

5-7 items 5 items

Rubrics  Constructed-response item scored using 

an item-specific rubric with a 0-to-2 

point scale

 Extended-response item scored using a two-

dimensional rubric that measures content 

and claims; the rubric for each dimension has 

a 0-to-4 point scale

Resources 

and Tools

 Online platform tools and features  Extended-Response Checklist 

 Online platform tools and features

Total Points

Per Set

5-8 points

*depends on total number of items and 

item types in a given set

12 points



Extended Response (ER)
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• Appears at the end of task sets

• Asks students to write an in-depth response that expresses and develops a claim, 
incorporating their knowledge of the content along with evidence from the source 
documents 

• Worth up to eight points

• Scored using a two-dimensional rubric that measures content and claims; the rubric 
for each dimension has a 0-to-4 point scale



Extended Response (ER)
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Extended-Response Checklist
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• Students taking the U.S. History test will have 
access to the U.S. History Extended-Response 
Checklist via the online testing platform.

• The LEAP 2025 U.S. History Extended-Response 
Checklist can also be accessed in the LDOE
Assessment Guidance Library.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-u-s-history-extended-response-checklist.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment-guidance


Extended-Response Rubric: Content

A LEAP 2025 U.S. History Extended-Response Rubric is available in the sample LEAP 
2025 U.S. History Task Set – The American Transportation System of the Late 19th and 
Early 20th Centuries located in the LDOE Released and Sample Items Library.

30

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-u-s-history-task-set---the-american-transportation-system-of-the-late-19th-and-early-20th-centuries.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/released-and-sample-test-items


Extended-Response Rubric: Claims
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A LEAP 2025 U.S. History Extended-Response Rubric is available in the sample LEAP 
2025 U.S. History Task Set – The American Transportation System of the Late 19th and 
Early 20th Centuries located in the LDOE Released and Sample Items Library.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-u-s-history-task-set---the-american-transportation-system-of-the-late-19th-and-early-20th-centuries.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/released-and-sample-test-items


U.S. History EOC vs. LEAP 2025 U.S. History 
Task Set Experience
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• Using a Chrome browser, visit the Online Tools Training (OTT)

Username: HIST

Password: test701

U.S. History EOC task set LEAP 2025 U.S. History task set

Username: HIST

Password: test1234

The LEAP 2025 U.S. History OTT will be available under the high school/EOC path in Fall 2017.

https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la


U.S. History EOC vs. LEAP 2025 U.S. History 
Task Set Experience

34

Work through each task set. Note your observations about each set and items.

• The answer keys, rubric, and scoring notes for the LEAP 2025 U.S. History task are 
available in the LEAP 2025 U.S. History Task Set – The American Transportation 
System of the Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries document. 

• The rubric, scoring notes, and Extended-Response Checklist for the U.S. History EOC 
task are available in the EOC U.S. History Sample Test Items document. 

• Both documents are available in the LDOE Released and Sample Items Library.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/leap-2025-u-s-history-task-set---the-american-transportation-system-of-the-late-19th-and-early-20th-centuries.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment-guidance/eoc-u-s-history-sample-test-items.pdf?sfvrsn=12
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/released-and-sample-test-items


Discussion
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• With a partner, discuss the differences between the two task sets.

• Briefly jot down some notes about how the differences affect instructional decisions.
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Connecting the Vision to Assessment

Turn and Talk:

• How is the approach and design of the LEAP 2025 U.S. History 
assessment connected to the vision for Social Studies instruction?



Test Administration and Reporting: 
What’s similar and what’s different?



U.S. History EOC vs. LEAP 2025 U.S. History
Administration
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Category EOC (2016 – 2017) LEAP 2025 (2017 – 2018) 

Platform DRC INSIGHT DRC INSIGHT

Testing 

Materials 

 Scratch Paper

 Extended-Response Checklist

(Session 2 only)

 Scratch Paper

 Extended-Response Checklist

(Session 2 only)

Testing 

Resources

 Sample Item documents

 Online Tools Training (OTT)

 Sample Item and Task Sets (Available Now)

 Online Tools Training (OTT) (Update Fall 2017)

 Practice Test (Available Fall 2017)

Administration

Schedule

 Fall 

 Spring 

 Summer

 Fall 

 Spring 

 Summer 

Timing Untimed, suggested times Timed



U.S. History EOC vs. LEAP 2025 U.S. History
Reporting Categories
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U.S. History EOC

Percentage per reporting category:

Standard 2-Western Expansion to 
Progressivism: 25%

Standard 3-Isolationism through the 
Great War: 13%

Standard 4-Becoming a World Power 
through World War II: 29%

Standard 5-Cold War Era: 19%

Standard 6-The Modern Age: 13%

LEAP 2025 U.S. History

Approximate percentages per reporting 
category:

Standard 2-Western Expansion to 
Progressivism: 22%

Standard 3-Isolationism through the 
Great War: 15%

Standard 4-Becoming a World Power 
through World War II: 25%

Standard 5-Cold War Era: 25%

Standard 6-The Modern Age: 13%



Achievement Levels: EOC vs LEAP 2025
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Category EOC (2016 – 2017) LEAP 2025 (2017 – 2018) 

Achievement 

Levels

Four Levels

• Excellent – has demonstrated mastery 

of course content beyond Good

• Good – has demonstrated mastery of 

course content and is well prepared for 

the next level of coursework in the 

subject area

• Fair – has demonstrated only the 

fundamental knowledge and skills 

needed for the next level of coursework 

in the subject area

• Needs Improvement – has not 

demonstrated the fundamental 

knowledge and skills needed for the 

next level of coursework in the subject 

area

Five levels

• Level 5 Advanced – have exceeded college and 

career readiness expectations, and are well 

prepared for the next level of studies in this content 

area

• Level 4 Mastery – have met college and career 

readiness expectations, and are prepared for the 

next level of studies in this content area

• Level 3 Basic – have nearly met college and career 

readiness expectations, and may need additional 

support to be fully prepared for the next level of 

studies in this content area

• Level 2 Approaching Basic – have partially met 

college and career readiness expectations, and will 

need much support to be prepared for the next 

level of studies in this content area

• Level 1 Unsatisfactory – have not yet met the 

college and career readiness expectations, and will 

need extensive support to be prepared for the next 

level of studies in this content area
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Assessment Transition and Results

Administration Testing Window Release of Student Results

Fall November 29, 2017 – December 13, 2017 Five-level LEAP 2025 U.S. History test: 
Summer 2018

Four-level EOC U.S. History test: 
4 to 6 days

Spring April 23, 2018 –May 18, 2018

Summer June 18, 2018 –June 22, 2018

In 2017-2018, retesters who are not enrolled in a U.S. History course and graduating 
seniors will take the End-of-Course (EOC) U.S. History test. All other students enrolled in a 
U.S. History course will take the LEAP 2025 U.S. History test. 

Because the results for the LEAP 2025 U.S. History test in 2017-2018 will not be released 
until the summer of 2018, they will not be used in course grades. 



Discussion of Implications
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1. With a small group, discuss the administration or reporting changes that will most affect 
instruction.

2. Jot down three things your group plans to do to address the changes. 



Resources: 
What’s available? 

What’s in development?



Practice Resources: Online Tools Training (OTT)
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The LEAP 2025 U.S. History Online Tools Training (OTT) will be available under the EOC
path Fall 2017.

Offers opportunities to practice answering different item types

 Multiple choice (MC) 

 Multiple select (MS) 

 Technology enhanced (TE)

 Constructed response (CR) 

 Extended response (ER)

• using the tools and features of the testing platform

https://wbte.drcedirect.com/LA/portals/la


Practice Resources: U.S. History Practice Test
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LEAP 2025 U.S. History Practice Test available Fall 2017

• Mirrors the operational test

 Test design – sessions, points per session, testing materials 

 Includes a variety of item types

 Administered in the secure testing platform – requires test tickets

 Includes accommodated versions

The LEAP 2025 U.S. History Practice Test does not include embedded field-test sets and 
discrete items that students will experience when taking the operational test.

To access resources related to the practice tests, go to the LDOE Practice Test Library.

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests


Lists Check-in/Reflection
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Revisit your questions. 

For any future questions, please email assessment@la.gov. 

Questions

1. Have your questions been answered?
2. If not, what questions remain unanswered?
3. Do you have new questions that were not addressed?

mailto:assessment@la.gov

