
Teach More Meaningful English
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Great Minds Curricula

• Build knowledge

• Meet college- and career-ready standards

• Created by teachers, for teachers

• Are comprehensive

• Are coherent
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Top Rated 

TIER 1—EXEMPLIFIES QUALITY

Only Tier-1 math resource 
for all grades PK-11

Only Tier-1 ELA resource 
for all grades K–8

“Meets all non-negotiable criteria and scored 
the best possible on all indicators of 
superior quality.”
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Wit & Wisdom

• Instructional resources

• Professional development

• Parent resources



New ELA Curriculum
Grades K–8
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What is “More Meaningful English”?

• Books, not basals

• Building knowledge about important topics

• Integrated, not isolated



Books Not Basals
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Builds Knowledge: 

Grade Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4

K The Five Senses Once Upon a Farm America, Then and Now The Continents

1 A World of Books Creature Features Powerful Forces Cinderella Stories

2 A Season of Change The American West Civil Rights Heroes Good Eating

3 The Sea Outer Space A New Home Artists Make Art

4 A Great Heart Extreme Settings
The Redcoats Are 

Coming!
Myth Making

5 Cultures in Conflict Word Play A War Between Us Breaking Barriers

6
Resilience in the Great 

Depression
A Hero’s Journey Narrating the Unknown Courage in Crisis

7 Identity in the Middle Ages Americans All Language and Power Fever

8
The Poetics and Power of 

Storytelling
The Great War What Is Love? Teens as Change Agents

The Five Senses

Fever

Extreme Settings

The Sea

A Season of Change

Creature Features Powerful Forces

Good Eating

Outer Space

Science
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History

Grade Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4

K The Five Senses Once Upon a Farm America, Then and Now The Continents

1 A World of Books Creature Features Powerful Forces Cinderella Stories

2 A Season of Change The American West Civil Rights Heroes Good Eating

3 The Sea Outer Space A New Home Artists Make Art

4 A Great Heart Extreme Settings The Redcoats are Coming! Myth Making

5 Cultures in Conflict Word Play A War Between Us Breaking Barriers

6
Resilience in the Great 

Depression
A Hero’s Journey Narrating the Unknown Courage in Crisis

7 Identity in the Middle Ages Americans All (WWII) Language and Power Fever

8
The Poetics and Power of 

Storytelling
The Great War What Is Love? Teens as Change Agents

A New Home

The Great War

Americans All

Resilience in the Great 
Depression

Civil Rights Heroes

The Redcoats Are Coming!

America, Then and Now

A War Between Us

Builds Knowledge: 



v

Builds Knowledge: History

GKM3: America, 
Then and Now



v

Builds Knowledge: History

G2M3: Civil 
Rights Heroes



v

Builds Knowledge: History

G3M3: A New 
Home

Builds knowledge
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Builds Knowledge: History

G4M3: The Redcoats 
Are Coming!
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Builds Knowledge: History

G5M3: A War 
Between Us
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Builds Knowledge: History

G6M1: Resilience in the 
Great Depression
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Builds Knowledge: History

G7M2: 
Americans All
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Builds Knowledge: History

G8M2: The 
Great War
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Integrated, Not Isolated 
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Content Framing Questions

What do I notice and wonder about this text?

What is happening in this text?

What does a deeper exploration of ___ in this text reveal?

What is the essential meaning of this text?

How does this text build my knowledge?
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What do I notice and wonder about this text?
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What is happening in this text?
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What does a deeper exploration of __ in this text 
reveal?
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What is the essential meaning of this text?
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How does this text build my knowledge?
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What do I notice and wonder about this text?

What is happening in this text?

What does a deeper exploration of this text reveal?

What is the essential meaning of this text?

How does this text build my knowledge?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27sNOouXRJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27sNOouXRJU
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Craft Questions

EXAMINE
Why is [specific skill] important?

EXPERIMENT
How does [specific skill] work?

EXECUTE
How do I use [specific skill] in [specific task]?

EXCEL
How do I improve my use of [specific skill]?
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Lesson Design

Launch

LearnLand

Analyze
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Wit & Wisdom English

30 min. Small Group Instruction

30 min. Foundational Skills

60 min. Lunch

75 min. Math

45 min. Science or History

60 min. Art, Music, P.E., etc. 

A Day in the Life
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“More Meaningful English” is …

Books, not basals
• Carefully curated texts

• Balance of literary and informational 

• Intentionally sequenced
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“More Meaningful English” is …

Books, not basals

Building knowledge about important topics
• Literature 

• Science

• History 

• Art
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“More Meaningful English” is …

Books, not basals

Building knowledge about important topics

Integrated, not isolated 
• Reading

• Writing

• Speaking & Listening

• Vocabulary

• Style & Conventions
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A Simple Formula
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Visit www.greatminds.org
for more information

http://www.greatminds.org/

