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A Closer Look

ELA Guidebooks is a curriculum for whole-class instruction. Made by teachers for teachers, the 
guidebook units ensure all students can read, understand, and express their understanding of 
complex grade-level texts.

Teachers across the state began work on the guidebooks in the spring of 2013 and have continued 
to improve them to provide Louisiana teachers with a high-quality, affordable curricular option.

ELA Guidebooks units are a coherent set of plans focused on real learning grounded in a 
collection of texts. Each text collection has a shared idea, such as the American Revolution, 
and contains authentic texts and novels commonly celebrated by teachers and students. 
Students engage with the texts and ideas repeatedly throughout a unit to build knowledge and 
tackle big ideas.

Support is central to the design of ELA Guidebooks. Student-friendly slides create a consistent 
structure across all grades and lessons, which help students and teachers stay on track  
and work toward a series of unit assessments aligned to end-of-year expectations. Student look-fors 
and example responses set the bar for quality student work.
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Read the Pilot 
Feedback Report 
to learn about 
Louisiana teachers’ 
experiences with 
ELA Guidebooks.
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Watch a video 
of a Louisiana 
classroom to learn 
how guidebooks 
improve learning.

WHAT ARE PEOPLE SAYING ABOUT THE GUIDEBOOKS?
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“The lesson questions and look-fors are 
more streamlined. The look-fors are directly 
connected to the CWT (culminating task). 
The "Section Diagnostic" always includes a 
higher order thinking question for assessing 
student understanding. The diagnostic is 
oral and/or written responses to a prompt 
that aligns with a lesson.” 

- a district committee

“The kids really enjoy the text. They 
are more challenging and offer lots 
of opportunities with vocabulary.” 

- Louisiana teacher

“The graphic organizers 
helped students organize 
their evidence.” 

- Louisiana teacher

“We love the core and optional 
activities. Having a little 
flexibility will better allow 
teachers to meet the needs of 
their students.”

- Louisiana teacher

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/ela-guidebooks-3-5-(2022)-pilot-feedback.pdf
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/ela-guidebooks-3-5-(2022)-pilot-feedback.pdf
https://youtu.be/h7CDL9EaL24
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WHAT COMES WITH THE ELA GUIDEBOOKS?
Each ELA Guidebooks unit comes with three unit assessments and approximately 40 classroom-ready daily lessons on an online 
platform. Because the lessons include everything a teacher needs to teach, teachers can focus on adjusting the lesson supports so all 
students meet the lesson and unit assessment goals, instead of spending time finding something to teach.  

The lessons include many resources:

2 Student-friendly slides 3 Teaching notes with directions,  
guiding questions, and student look-fors 4 Blank and completed student 

handouts 5 Daily Lesson Look Fors to monitor 
student understanding

HOW DO I ACCESS AND PURCHASE  
ELA Guidebooks?
The ELA Guidebooks are easy to access and use through the Louisiana Curriculum Hub. With an open license (CC BY 4.0), the units 
can be used, adapted, shared, and printed without any permission needed. To implement ELA Guidebooks, teachers will need access 
to the units, the books, additional texts, student materials, and training. All decisions about access are local decisions.

View detailed information on how to access guidebook materials and communicate with schools and teachers.

For additional information about ELA Guidebooks, access the Louisiana Department of Education’s ELA Guidebooks webpage or 
contact elaguidebooks@la.gov.
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http://Louisiana Curriculum Hub
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/access-ela-guidebook-texts.pdf
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ela-guidebooks
mailto:elaguidebooks%40la.gov?subject=

