
 

 

WHOLE-CLASS INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY 
Title: OPTIC 

The Basics 

What?  A mnemonic device used to analyze visual and graphic texts (Overview, Parts, Title, Interrelationships, 
Conclusion) 

When? As students engage with visual and graphic text 

Why? Focuses student thinking on a visual text and prepares students to discuss and write about a visual text 

Student Outcomes 

This strategy helps students refine their understanding of texts to meet reading expectations, engage in group 
conversations to meet speaking and listening expectations, and prepare for writing about visual texts. 

How to Implement 

1. Choose a visual or graphic text, decides how the text will be viewed or read by the students (independently, small 
group, whole group). 

2. Creates a writing prompt or series of discussion questions pertaining to the visual text. 
3. Establish OPTIC guidelines for students. See “Resources for Additional Information” for a sample. 
4. Have students follow the OPTIC guidelines as they analyze the visual text. 
5. After students have viewed the text, introduce the writing prompt or begin a discussion of the text.  

Resources for Additional Information 

• Outline of OPTIC guidelines from Lighthouse Initiative for Texas Classrooms 
• Handout for the OPTIC strategy 
• Slideshow presentation that describes each step of the strategy in depth 
• Examples of how to use in lessons: Grades 3-5, Grades 6-8, Grades 9-12 

 

http://www.tealighthouse.org/ela/classroom_strategies/strategies.php#sg9_optic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fZlELAza4oTVd0vPKRfMmXfvqZ_XSKQRZRDNGuuJ6R4/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.mrllewellyn.com/uploads/7/7/0/0/7700160/18_-_2_the_optic_strategy.pdf
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/2864-lesson-1-introduction
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/12123-lesson-3-analyzing-tone-in-poetry-and-painting
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/12304-lesson-24-analyzing-contrasting-points-of-view-part-i

