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The Basics

What? A strategy for developing students’ vocabulary by representing the concepts of words graphically
When? As students encounter unfamiliar words in texts
Why? Allows students to organize prior knowledge of words and relate that knowledge to new words

Student Outcomes

This strategy helps students refine their understanding of vocabulary to meet expectations in reading and language.

How to Implement

1. Select a word or words from texts read by the students.
Have students complete a semantic map for the word. See “Resources for Additional Information” for sample
templates.

3. Semantic maps focus students on determining various forms of words and how those relate to the selected word
from the text. For example:

Word families (e.g., read, reader, readership, readability)

Parts of speech and their uses in a sentence (e.g., anger, angry, angrily)

Synonyms/antonyms

Etymology including root words and affixes
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Nuances or shades of meaning (e.g., mad, angry, irate)

Resources for Additional Information

e Semantic map templates: Option One, Option Two, Option Three

e Template for identifying the different uses and contexts of a selected word

e Word maps with templates

e Overview with templates

e More templates

e Research article that supports studying word connections when learning vocabulary
e Examples of how to use in lessons: Grades 3-5, Grades 6-8, Grades 9-12
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/17kaUk4B8nUoLSCE3C3aRJOzR3-cszNvl4gSLKHXimQo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1grjUcNS8yLNqDcqGRO7ShdTBgDVZpePAgq16lrvpm0A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G6j1neXHW1-XOKu_jkXiubpr9MryFBvx7y2nidYLqSI/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.textproject.org/assets/products/e4/download/TextProject-E4-09-Attentive.pdf
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/word_maps
https://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/english-language-arts/reading/vocabulary/specific-word-instruction/semantic-concept-mapping/
http://diverselearnersinliteracy.weebly.com/vocabulary-assessment.html
http://www.stat.cmu.edu/~cshalizi/350/2008/readings/Landauer-Dumais.pdf
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/11481-lesson-1-the-bee-tree-and-semantic-maps
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/9924-lesson-1-summarize-a-greek-myth
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/12321-lesson-1-summarizing-an-informational-text

