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Purpose and Objectives 

Objectives 

• Identify what matters most for students to learn in ELA and 
math and how that is measured on end-of-year 
assessments. 

• Identify the instructional resources available to support 
aligned instruction and assessments.  



Agenda 

• What matters most in ELA and math? 

• How do assessments measure what matters? 

• What resources support aligned instruction and 
assessments? 



4 

In English language arts, our standards and the aligned assessments 
require students to read, understand, and express understanding 
of complex, grade-level texts. 
 

1. They use language and vocabulary to comprehend what texts 
say.  

2. They use topics, themes, and main ideas to comprehend what 
texts mean.  

3. They build opinions about texts through discussions using 
evidence. 

4. They write about texts using evidence, grade-level 
conventions, and spelling.  

 

What matters most in English language arts? 

Louisiana Believes 



What matters most in English language arts? 

Grade 5 LEAP  
Literary Analysis Task Item 

Where the Red Fern Grows and “The 
Lighthouse Lamp” are written from 
different points of view.  

Write an essay analyzing the impact of 
point of view on events in the passage 
from Where the Red Fern Grows and 
the impact of point of view on events 
in the poem, “The Lighthouse Lamp.”  

Use specific examples from both texts 
to support your answer. 

Students read, understand, and express 
understanding of complex, grade-level 
texts. 
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evidence, grade-level 
conventions, and spelling. 
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What matters most in English language arts? 
Grade 5 ELA Guidebook  
Unit Assessment Task 

Consider how the narrator’s point of 
view influences how events are 
described in The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe. How would descriptions 
change if told from a different point of 
view?  

Choose one of the scenes below, and 
rewrite it from the first person point of 
view of the identified character. 

Be sure that the rewritten scene 
maintains the themes of the novel. 

Be sure to use proper grammar, 
conventions, spelling, and grade-
appropriate words and phrases. 

 Louisiana Believes 
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What matters most in English language arts? 

ELA Guidebook 2.0 Lesson 
• https://learnzillion.com/le

sson_plans/10059-lesson-
16-writing-a-narrative-
from-the-point-of-view-
of-a-different-narrator 
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https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/10059-lesson-16-writing-a-narrative-from-the-point-of-view-of-a-different-narrator
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/10059-lesson-16-writing-a-narrative-from-the-point-of-view-of-a-different-narrator
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/10059-lesson-16-writing-a-narrative-from-the-point-of-view-of-a-different-narrator
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/10059-lesson-16-writing-a-narrative-from-the-point-of-view-of-a-different-narrator
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/10059-lesson-16-writing-a-narrative-from-the-point-of-view-of-a-different-narrator


What matters most in English language arts? 

• How are these tasks different from tasks teachers have 
done previously with students?  

• How does the lesson model instruction that is similar to 
what your teachers are doing? Different?  

Louisiana Believes 
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In math, our standards and the aligned assessments require 
students to become fluent and proficient with mathematical 
concepts. 
 

1. They demonstrate conceptual understanding, procedural skill, 
and fluency. 

2. They apply their understandings to real world examples, non-
routine problems, and tasks.  

3. They refine mathematical reasoning through speaking, 
writing, and solving problems.  

 

What matters most in math? 

Louisiana Believes 



What matters most in math? 

Students become fluent and 
proficient with mathematical 
concepts. 
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conceptual understanding, 
procedural skill, and fluency. 

2. They apply their 
understandings to real 
world examples, non-
routine problems, and tasks.  

3. They refine mathematical 
reasoning through speaking, 
writing, and solving 
problems.  

5th Grade EOY Item 
Mr. Edmunds shared 12 pencils among his four 
sons as follows: 

• Alan received 1/3 of the pencils 
• Bill received 1/4 of the pencils 
• Carl received more than 1 pencil 
• David received more pencils than Carl 

 
PART A 

• On the number line, represent the 
fraction of the total number of pencils 
that was given to both Alan and Bill 
combined. 

PART B 
• What fraction of the total number of 

pencils did Carl and David each receive? 
Justify your answer. 

 



What matters most in math? 

5th Grade PARCC Item 
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Students become fluent and 
proficient with mathematical 
concepts. 

1. They demonstrate 
conceptual understanding, 
procedural skill, and fluency. 
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understandings to real 
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What matters most in math? 
Math Guidebook ECR Task 

1. Mike collected milk from 3 of his cows at the dairy farm. From 
the first cow, he collected 4/5 gallon of milk. The second cow 
produced 6/8 gallon, and the last cow produced 3/4 gallon. 
a) How many gallons of milk did Mike collect in all? Show 

how you found your answer. Write your answer as a mixed 
number. 

b) After using some of the milk he collected for baking, Mike 
found that he only had 5/6 gallon of milk left. How much 
milk did he use for baking? Show how you found your 
answer.  

2. Mike baked brownies, cookies, and cake for treats for the 
family and others working on the farm. He used 1/8 pound less 
flour to make the cookies than he used to make the cake. He 
used 1/4 pound more flour to make the cake than he used to 
make the brownies. If Mike used 1/2 pound of flour to make 
the cake, how much flour did he use to make the brownies? 
How much flour did he use to make the cookies? Show how 
you found your answers.  

3. With the remaining 5/6 gallon of milk, Mike decided to make 
chocolate milk and strawberry milk for his children to have 
with their baked treats. He used 1/3 gallon of milk for the 
chocolate milk and 1/4 gallon of milk for the strawberry milk. 
How much regular milk was left? Show how you found your 
answer. 
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How do assessments measure what matters? 

• Why is alignment between curriculum and assessments 
around what matters most for student learning 
important? 

• What are the implications of this alignment that need to 
be considered when preparing teachers? 
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assessments? 
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What resources are available? 

Instructional Resources: 
• English Language Arts Guidebook Units 
• English Language Arts Planning Resources 
• ELA Text Resources: Building text sets, finding strong texts, and determining text complexity  
• ELA Instructional strategies for whole group, small group, and independent instruction 
• Mathematics Planning Resources 
• Math guidebooks include an explanation of strong math instruction, remediation guidance 

and instructional tasks 
• Teacher Toolbox 
• Grade-specific resource libraries 

 
Assessment Resources  
• EAGLE assessment tool includes all guidebook tasks and additional tasks and items 
• Practice Tests and Guidance  
• Assessment Guides 
• Teacher’s Guide to PARCC Results 
• Teacher Leader assessment presentations 
• PARCC Released Items 
• IEP, IAP, LEP, and PNP with related webinars 

https://learnzillion.com/resources/81666-english-language-arts-guidebook-units
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-ela-year-long-planning
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-ela-year-long-planning
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/guide---how-to-create-a-text-set-for-whole-class-instruction-grades-k-12.pdf?sfvrsn=13
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/guide---locating-texts-for-classroom-use.pdf?sfvrsn=9
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/guide---how-to-determine-text-complexity-grades-k-12.pdf?sfvrsn=7
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/classroom-support-toolbox/teacher-support-toolbox/lesson-assessment-planning-resources
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-math-year-long-planning
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-math-year-long-planning
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-math-year-long-planning
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/k-12-ela-year-long-planning
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/classroom-support-toolbox/teacher-support-toolbox
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/teacher-support-toolbox-library
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/assessment/eagle
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001oWjFLuGbjkzqPjt3D0hHNyQip9QZH5dNiTvpNfhXsoVU0H0yUjhFfP5__Xpao1Gil8VcdYMDNe-EZtGu95roc5MpJDN_8L_JJE0156tg-qPAK0IeaQwyCSuA3CAahzAZk_VZ6e9QwxV8T-BIYsPrXoP6q-paVxCA3gm8TQi1n78A_lDn6hKvjL-XctWkaLrY
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-leader-summit/teacher-guide-to-parcc-student-results.pdf?sfvrsn=18
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/louisiana-teacher-leaders
https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-items
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/assessment


Reflection 

• What is 1 thing that surprised you? 
• What are 2 things that impact your work? 
• What are 3 things that challenged, changed, or confirmed 

what you already knew coming into today’s presentation? 
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