
CourseChoice/SCA Midyear Webinar  Ser ies   
Part  1 :   K-12 & Higher Ed Opportuni t ies  



Purpose and Series Overview 

2 Louisiana Believes 

PART 1 
K12 & Higher Ed 
Opportunities 

PART 2 
District & Student 

Resources 

PART 3 
District and Student 

Reporting  

Spring Catalog Spring Allocation & Balances NCAA Approved Courses 

Course Codes High School Planning Guide Grades 

Dual Enrollment  JumpStart Verifications 

Advanced Placement (AP) Counselor Assistance Center Important Dates 

Transcripts SCA School Designee Special Education 

Registration Details: K-12 Provider/District/LDE 
responsibilities 

Registration Details: Higher Ed 

Series’ intent is to successfully implement the spring  
SCA-funded Course Choice Program 



Program History 
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• Act 2/HB 976 of 2012 Legislative session 

• Act 482 of 2014 Legislative session 

 

• Course Choice will help Louisiana students achieve 
ambitious academic and job readiness goals, while 
contributing to the state’s policy goal of preparing 
our students to obtain post-secondary degrees and 
high-quality, high-wage 21st Century careers. 

 

 



District Preparation for ‘14-15  
Spring Registration (11/19/14 -1/28/15) 
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• Determine district SCA funds remaining ; requests can be 
made to sca@la.gov    

  
• Determine student academic needs and prioritize 
 
• Identify students with exceptionalities prior to registration 
 
• Visit Course Choice/SCA registration portal and enter 

student course request(s) 
 
NOTE:  Approval or denial of the request requires action by school 
designee via the CC/SCA counselors’ backdoor portal 

  
 

mailto:sca@la.gov


Two Course Catalogs 
K-12 and Higher Education 
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Catalogs include… 

• Career and technical courses 

• Academic courses for student eligibility for TOPS 

• Advanced coursework not available at the school  

• Dual Enrollment courses 

• Intensive remediation courses for students 
struggling to stay on pace for graduation 



 
Course Choice/SCA Registration Portal 

www.lacourses.net 
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Higher Education 
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• Registration for Higher Ed courses and payment 
are completed directly through the Universities 
and/or Community Colleges 

• Higher Ed Catalog provides course listings 

• Higher Ed/ CC-SCA contacts found here 

• Spring calendars for Higher Ed and SCA K-12 may 
differ 

• Direct additional questions to sca@la.gov 

 

 

 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/2014-2015-higher-education-catalog.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/higher-education-sca-contacts.pdf?sfvrsn=20
mailto:sca@la.gov


Course Codes  
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• Accurate course codes are important for TOPS,  funding,  weighted 
GPA,  and credentialing 

 

• Specific course codes will provide greater accuracy in ensuring that 
students are given appropriate credit for coursework, such as grades 
earned in the following BESE/Board of Regents approved courses 
used to complete the TOPS Core Curriculum: 

 
– Advanced Placement (AP) 

– International Baccalaureate (IB) 

– Gifted and Talented (GT) 

– Dual Enrollment (DE) 
 

• Specific course codes will ensure that schools are rewarded 
appropriately in the accountability system for 2014-15 freshman  

   cohart 
 
 



College Diploma Snapshot * 
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• For 2014-15 freshman cohart 
• Refer to Bulletin 741 for current 
     10 -12 grade Grad index and/or                
     High School Planning Guide 



Career Diploma Snapshot 
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Sample Course Codes 
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Dual Enrollment  
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• Students can receive credit on both high school 
and college transcripts 

• Students must meet the admission standards of 
the college that awards the credit 

• Contact individual university, technical college, or 
community college for admission standards 

• LDE Dual Enrollment information: 
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/dual-enrollment 
 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/dual-enrollment
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Advanced Placement AP® 
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• AP courses are aligned with TOPS awards 

• Mastery on AP® national standardized exams may be eligible 
for college credit 

• AP courses are taught by qualified high school teachers 

• Successful AP course completion and exam can impact a 
school’s graduation index 

• LDE AP information: 
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/advanced-placement  

 

More info needed? 

Contact Tristen Guillory , College Readiness Coordinator 

Tristen.Guillory@La.Gov  

 

 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/advanced-placement
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/advanced-placement
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/advanced-placement
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mailto:Tristen.Guillory@La.Gov


Transcripts 

14 Louisiana Believes 

• Course Choice/SCA  provides schools with courses 
not available on the school campus, avoiding 
duplication of courses 

• Course Choice/SCA final grades must be recorded 
on the  student’s transcript by school-appointed 
authority 
• Course grades are calculated and posted by Course 

Choice/SCA providers 

• School counselors download grades from the 
counselor’s dashboard 

• Schools  report and transcribe grades 

 



Counselor Assistance Center 
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• The Course Choice/SCA Counselor Assistance 
Center (CAC) is responsible for helping 
professional school counselors, students and 
family members successfully participate in the 
Supplemental Course Academy.   Their 
responsibility entails:    
•  counselor training and implementation support  

•  individual student planning and support 

•  Course Choice/SCA Registration System administration 

•  Course Choice/SCA program reporting 

• TOPS, LOSFA, Dual Enrollment, etc. information 



2014-15 Counselor Assistance Center Contacts 

Name Email Phone 

Gloria Bailey Gloria.Bailey@la.gov (225) 610-5655 

Gwen Bankston Gwen.Bankston@la.gov (985) 320-5104 

Jeanez Beckcom Jeanez.Beckcom@la.gov (337) 375-2057 

Rachel Crum Rachel.Crum@la.gov (337) 802-2614 

Sylvia Davis Sylvia.Davis@la.gov (225) 335-2797 

Mildred Falagan Mildred.Falagan@la.gov (225) 939-9061 

Dianne Gauthier, LDE staff Dianne.Gauthier@la.gov (225) 219-0442 

Kristina Posey, LDE staff Kristina.Posey@la.gov (225) 342-3387 

mailto:Gloria.Bailey@la.gov
mailto:Gwen.Bankston@la.gov
mailto:Jeanez.Beckcom@la.gov
mailto:Rachel.Crum@la.gov
mailto:Sylvia.Davis@la.gov
mailto:Mildred.Falagan@la.gov
mailto:Dianne.Gauthier@la.gov
mailto:Kristina.Posey@la.gov


Course Choice/SCA General FAQs 
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1. What information is needed to register for a SCA course?    
      Student first and last name, primary email address, alternate email     
      address, telephone number, password,  IEP/504   
2. Does the counselor create the student account? 
      The registrant creates the student account (school counselor,  
      administrator, etc.).  
3. Should the counselor’s email address be entered as the primary email 
    during registration? 

 Since initial contact from the provider will be sent to the primary email  
 account, it is a good idea to use the  counselor’s email address to verify  
 course log-in information.   After the registration process is complete,  
 the email address and telephone number can be changed to the student’s 
 information.  

4. Can you batch upload the students into the portal instead of individual 
    registration? 
    At this time, a batch upload is not available. 



CC/SCA General FAQs (cont.) 
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5. Can the SCA funds be used for dual enrollment courses?   

     Yes 

6. Is there a deadline for removing students from a course? 

    Each enrollment period has a DROP/ADD period 

7. Can a student work ahead and complete a course before the end 

    of a semester/year? 

    Yes 

8. Are special considerations given to graduating seniors in the 

    completion of their online course(s)? 

    Yes, arrangements will be made for graduating seniors 

 



AP General FAQs 
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1. Should AP teachers complete an AP course audit each year? 
    Yes; all AP courses must be renewed annually through the AP Course 
    Audit. 
2. Do students get the letter grade that corresponds with the numerical  
     score? 
    This is a local decision based on the LEAs Pupil Progression Plan. 
3. What letter grade does a student receive at the college level if they pass 
    the course? 
    This varies by institution. 
4. Do the colleges assign letter grades based on the numeric score? 
    This varies by institution. 
5. Would gifted students in lower HS grades be allowed to take AP  
     courses? 
     Local policy dictates which grade levels are appropriate for AP 
     coursework. 
 
 



AP General FAQs (cont.) 
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6. When will  AP Summer  Institute funding be available?  
     Applications for 2015 APSI fee reimbursement will be available via the 
     Superintendent’s  Newsletter in early February 2015. 
7. What about AP courses online?  How does the AP Audit work with  
     those courses? 
     The process is the same.  All AP course instructors are required to 
     participate in the AP course audit in order for the course to be 
     transcribed as AP.  
 8. What about AP courses online?  How does the AP Audit work with 
     those courses? 
     The process is the same.  All AP course instructors are required to  
     participate in the AP course audit in order for the course to be  
     transcribed as AP. 

 



Course Choice/SCA RESOURCES 

• LDE: www.louisianabelieves.com  
 

• Supplemental Course Academy/Course Choice website: 
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/supplemental-course-academy  
 

• SCA 2014-15 K-12 Course Catalog:  
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/supplemental-
course-academy-catalog-(5-2-2014).pdf?sfvrsn=8  
 

• SCA 2014-15 Higher Education Course Catalog: 
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/2014-2015-higher-
education-catalog.pdf?sfvrsn=2  
 

• SCA/CC Registration Portal: http://lacourses.net/ 
 

• Higher Ed SCA Contacts:  
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/course-choice/higher-education-sca-
contacts.pdf?sfvrsn=20  
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Contact information 
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• LDE Information hotline:  1-877-453-2721 

 

• Course Choice/SCA Academic Contacts information and   

      any questions, contact: 

 

• Dianne.Gauthier@La.Gov 1-225-219-0442 

 

• Kristina.Posey@La.Gov  1-225-342-3387 

 

mailto:Kristina.Posey@la.gov
mailto:Dianne.Gauthier@La.Gov
mailto:Kristina.Posey@la.gov


What’s Next? 
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• Part 2:  Course Choice/SCA District and Student Resources  

December  16th 2:00-3:00 
 

• Part 3:  Course Choice/SCA Reporting for Districts and Students 
December  18th  2:00 – 3:00 
 

    Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)  
    Meeting Name:  
    Click here (INSERT HYPERLINK) to join the meeting or go to    

https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/sca_midyear_ 
planning/ 

    Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name 
    Audio access: (800) 832-0736 / room number: 7522055 
 

• Course Choice/SCA spring registration ends on January 28, 2015 
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